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ing access to pending applications for patents) 
necessary to enable the Corporation to use and 
employ the most efficacious and economical 
process for the production of fixed nitrogen, or 
any essential ingredient of fertilizer, or any 
method of improving and cheapening the pro-
duction of hydroelectric power, and any owner 
of a patent whose patent rights may have been 
thus in any way copied, used, infringed, or em-
ployed by the exercise of this authority by the 
Corporation shall have as the exclusive remedy 
a cause of action against the Corporation to be 
instituted and prosecuted on the equity side of 
the appropriate district court of the United 
States, for the recovery of reasonable compensa-
tion for such infringement. The Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Di-
rector of the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office shall furnish to the Corporation, at 
its request and without payment of fees, copies 
of documents on file in his office: Provided, That 
the benefits of this section shall not apply to 
any art, machine, method of manufacture, or 
composition of matter, discovered or invented 
by such employee during the time of his employ-
ment or service with the Corporation or with 
the Government of the United States. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 19, 48 Stat. 68; Pub. L. 
106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4732(b)(7)], 
Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–583.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–113 substituted ‘‘United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’’ for ‘‘Patent Office of the 
United States’’ and ‘‘Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Intellectual Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office’’ for ‘‘Commissioner of 
Patents’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–113 effective 4 months 
after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4731] 
of Pub. L. 106–113, set out as a note under section 1 of 
Title 35, Patents. 

§ 831s. Possession by Government in time of war; 
damages to contract holders 

The Government of the United States reserves 
the right, in case of war or national emergency 
declared by Congress, to take possession of all 
or any part of the property described or referred 
to in this chapter for the purpose of manufactur-
ing explosives or for other war purposes; but, if 
this right is exercised by the Government, it 
shall pay the reasonable and fair damages that 
may be suffered by any party whose contract for 
the purchase of electric power or fixed nitrogen 
or fertilizer ingredients is violated, after the 
amount of the damages has been fixed by the 
United States Court of Federal Claims in pro-
ceedings instituted and conducted for that pur-
pose under rules prescribed by the court. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 20, 48 Stat. 68; Pub. L. 
97–164, title I, § 161(2), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 49; 
Pub. L. 102–572, title IX, § 902(b)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 
106 Stat. 4516.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Claims Court’’ for 
‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial 
Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure. 

TERMINATION OF WAR AND EMERGENCIES 

Joint Res. July 25, 1947, ch. 327, § 3, 61 Stat. 451, pro-
vided that in the interpretation of this section, the 
date July 25, 1947, shall be deemed to be the date of ter-
mination of any state of war theretofore declared by 
Congress and of the national emergencies proclaimed 
by the President on September 8, 1939, and May 27, 1941. 

§ 831t. Offenses; fines and punishment 

(a) Larceny, embezzlement and conversion 

All general penal statutes relating to the lar-
ceny, embezzlement, conversion, or to the im-
proper handling, retention, use, or disposal of 
public moneys or property of the United States, 
shall apply to the moneys and property of the 
Corporation and to moneys and properties of the 
United States intrusted to the Corporation. 

(b) False entry, report or statement 

Any person who, with intent to defraud the 
Corporation, or to deceive any director, officer, 
or employee of the Corporation or any officer or 
employee of the United States (1) makes any 
false entry in any book of the Corporation, or (2) 
makes any false report or statement for the Cor-
poration, shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined 
not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both. 

(c) Conspiracy to defraud 

Any person who shall receive any compensa-
tion, rebate, or reward, or shall enter into any 
conspiracy, collusion, or agreement, express or 
implied, with intent to defraud the Corporation 
or wrongfully and unlawfully to defeat its pur-
poses, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not 
more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than 
five years, or both. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 21, 48 Stat. 68.) 

§ 831u. Surveys; cooperation with States or other 
agencies 

To aid further the proper use, conservation, 
and development of the natural resources of the 
Tennessee River drainage basin and of such ad-
joining territory as may be related to or materi-
ally affected by the development consequent to 
this chapter, and to provide for the general wel-
fare of the citizens of said areas, the President 
is authorized, by such means or methods as he 
may deem proper within the limits of appropria-
tions made therefor by Congress, to make such 
surveys of and general plans for said Tennessee 
basin and adjoining territory as may be useful 
to the Congress and to the several States in 
guiding and controlling the extent, sequence, 
and nature of development that may be equi-
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tably and economically advanced through the 
expenditure of public funds, or through the guid-
ance or control of public authority, all for the 
general purpose of fostering an orderly and prop-
er physical, economic, and social development of 
said areas; and the President is further author-
ized in making said surveys and plans to cooper-
ate with the States affected thereby, or subdivi-
sions or agencies of such States, or with cooper-
ative or other organizations, and to make such 
studies, experiments, or demonstrations as may 
be necessary and suitable to that end. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 22, 48 Stat. 69.) 

EX. ORD. NO. 6161. CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE TENNESSEE RIVER 
DRAINAGE BASIN 

Ex. Ord. No. 6161, June 8, 1933, provided: 
In accordance with the provisions of section 22 and 

section 23 of the Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 
1933 [sections 831u and 831v of this title], the President 
hereby authorizes and directs the Board of Directors of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority to make such surveys, 
general plans, studies, experiments, and demonstra-
tions as may be necessary and suitable to aid the prop-
er use, conservation, and development of the natural 
resources of the Tennessee River drainage basin, and of 
such adjoining territory as may be related to or mate-
rially affected by the development consequent to this 
act, and to promote the general welfare of the citizens 
of said area; within the limits of appropriations made 
therefor by Congress. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 

§ 831v. Legislation to carry out purposes of chap-
ter; recommendation by President 

The President shall, from time to time, as the 
work provided for in section 831u of this title 
progresses, recommend to Congress such legisla-
tion as he deems proper to carry out the general 
purposes stated in said section, and for the espe-
cial purpose of bringing about in said Tennessee 
drainage basin and adjoining territory in con-
formity with said general purposes (1) the maxi-
mum amount of flood control; (2) the maximum 
development of said Tennessee River for naviga-
tion purposes; (3) the maximum generation of 
electric power consistent with flood control and 
navigation; (4) the proper use of marginal lands; 
(5) the proper method of reforestation of all 
lands in said drainage basin suitable for refor-
estation; and (6) the economic and social well- 
being of the people living in said river basin. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 23, 48 Stat. 69.) 

§ 831w. Acquisition of real or personal property; 
payment by delivery of power; sale or lease 
of vacant land for industrial purposes 

For the purpose of securing any rights of flow-
age, or obtaining title to or possession of any 
property, real or personal, that may be nec-
essary or may become necessary, in the carrying 
out of any of the provisions of this chapter, the 
President of the United States for a period of 
three years from May 18, 1933, is authorized to 
acquire title in the name of the United States to 
such rights or such property, and to provide for 
the payment for same by directing the Board to 
contract to deliver power generated at any of 
the plants now owned or hereafter owned or con-
structed by the Government or by said Corpora-

tion, such future delivery of power to continue 
for a period not exceeding thirty years. Like-
wise, for one year after May 18, 1933, the Presi-
dent is further authorized to sell or lease any 
parcel or part of any vacant real estate now 
owned by the Government in said Tennessee 
River Basin, to persons, firms, or corporations 
who shall contract to erect thereon factories or 
manufacturing establishments, and who shall 
contract to purchase of said Corporation electric 
power for the operation of any such factory or 
manufacturing establishment. No contract shall 
be made by the President for the sale of any of 
such real estate as may be necessary for present 
or future use on the part of the Government for 
any of the purposes of this chapter. Any such 
contract made by the President of the United 
States shall be carried out by the Board: Pro-

vided, That no such contract shall be made that 
will in any way abridge or take away the pref-
erence right to purchase power given in this 
chapter to States, counties, municipalities, or 
farm organizations: Provided further, That no 
lease shall be for a term to exceed fifty years: 
Provided further, That any sale shall be on condi-
tion that said land shall be used for industrial 
purposes only. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 24, 48 Stat. 69; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. C, title VI, § 603(a)(2), Dec. 8, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2966.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘board’’ 
in two places. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–447 effective on the later 
of the date on which at least three persons nominated 
under section 604(a) of Pub. L. 108–447 take office or 
May 18, 2005, see section 604(b) of Pub. L. 108–447, set 
out in an Appointments; Effective Date; Transition 
note under section 831a of this title. 

§ 831x. Condemnation proceedings; institution by 
Corporation; venue 

The Corporation may cause proceedings to be 
instituted for the acquisition by condemnation 
of any lands, easements, or rights-of-way which, 
in the opinion of the Corporation, are necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this chapter. The 
proceedings shall be instituted in the United 
States district court for the district in which 
the land, easement, right-of-way, or other inter-
est, or any part thereof, is located, and such 
court shall have full jurisdiction to divest the 
complete title to the property sought to be ac-
quired out of all persons or claimants and vest 
the same in the United States in fee simple, and 
to enter a decree quieting the title thereto in 
the United States of America. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 25, 48 Stat. 70; July 12, 
1952, ch. 700, 66 Stat. 591; Pub. L. 90–536, § 1, Sept. 
28, 1968, 82 Stat. 885.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–536 repealed six paragraphs following 
initial paragraph which provided as follows: appoint-
ment of three commissioners, oath as to absence of in-
terest, and per diem for services and subsistence, and 
transportation expenses; duties of commissioners as to 
valuation of lands, conduct of hearings, taking of evi-
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