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1 See References in Text note below. 

nineteen hundred and eleven, known as the 
Weeks law, upon such terms and for specified pe-
riods or otherwise, as he may deem to be for the 
best interests of the United States; and all mon-
eys received on account of charges, if any, made 
under this Act shall be disposed of as is provided 
by existing law for the disposition of receipts 
from national forests. 

(Mar. 4, 1917, ch. 179, 39 Stat. 1150; 1946 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 402, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 
Stat. 1099; Pub. L. 86–509, § 1(l), June 11, 1960, 74 
Stat. 205.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven, 
referred to in text, is act Mar. 1, 1911, ch. 186, 36 Stat. 
961, popularly known as the Weeks Law, which enacted 
former sections 513 and 514 and sections 515 to 519, 521, 
552, and 563 of this title and amended sections 480 and 
500 of this title. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
552 of this title and Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Secretary of Agriculture with respect to 
uses of mineral deposits under this section transferred 
to Secretary of the Interior by section 402 of Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1946, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees, which pro-
vided that mineral development on such lands shall be 
authorized by Secretary of the Interior only when he is 
advised by Secretary of Agriculture that such develop-
ment will not interfere with purposes for which land 
was acquired and only in accordance with such condi-
tions as may be specified by Secretary of Agriculture 
in order to protect such purposes. 

For provisions concerning crediting and distribution 
of revenues and access to title records, see text of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. 

Functions of Secretary of the Interior under section 
402 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, with respect to use and 
disposal from lands under jurisdiction of Secretary of 
Agriculture of those mineral materials which Sec-
retary of Agriculture is authorized to dispose of from 
other lands under his jurisdiction under sections 601 to 
604 and 611 to 615 of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining, 
transferred to Secretary of Agriculture, see Pub. L. 
86–509, June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 205, set out as a note under 
section 2201 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 521. Lands acquired to be reserved, held, and 
administered as national forest lands; des-
ignation 

Subject to the provisions of section 519 of this 
title the lands acquired under this Act shall be 
permanently reserved, held, and administered as 
national forest lands under the provisions of sec-
tion 471 1 of this title and acts supplemental to 
and amendatory thereof. And the Secretary of 
Agriculture may from time to time divide the 
lands acquired under this Act into such specific 
national forests and so designate the same as he 
may deem best for administrative purposes. 

(Mar. 1, 1911, ch. 186, § 11, 36 Stat. 963.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means act Mar. 1, 1911, 
ch. 186, 36 Stat. 961, popularly known as the Weeks Law, 
which enacted this section, former sections 513 and 514 
of this title, and sections 515 to 519, 552, and 563 of this 
title and amended sections 480 and 500 of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 552 of this title 
and Tables. 

Section 471 of this title, referred to in text, was in the 
original a reference to section 24 of act Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 
561, 26 Stat. 1103, and was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, 
title VII, § 704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792. 

§ 521a. Administration, management, and consoli-
dation of certain lands 

In order to facilitate the administration, man-
agement, and consolidation of the national for-
ests, all lands of the United States within the 
exterior boundaries of national forests which 
were or hereafter are acquired for or in connec-
tion with the national forests or transferred to 
the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 
for administration and protection substantially 
in accordance with national forest regulations, 
policies, and procedures, excepting (a) lands re-
served from the public domain or acquired pur-
suant to laws authorizing the exchange of land 
or timber reserved from or part of the public do-
main, and (b) lands within the official limits of 
towns or cities, notwithstanding the provisions 
of any other Act, are made subject to the Weeks 
Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961), as amended, 
and to all laws, rules, and regulations applicable 
to national forest lands acquired thereunder: 
Provided, That nothing in this section shall be 
construed as (1) affecting the status of lands ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under the Act of June 24, 1954 (68 Stat. 270), and 
which are revested Oregon and California Rail-
road grant lands, administered as national for-
est lands, or (2) changing the disposition of reve-
nues from or authorizing the exchange of the 
lands, or the timber thereon, described in the 
Act of February 11, 1920 (ch. 69, 41 Stat. 405), the 
Act of September 22, 1922 (ch. 407, 42 Stat. 1019), 
and the Act of June 4, 1936 (ch. 494, 49 Stat. 1460). 

(Pub. L. 85–862, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1571.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Weeks Act of March 1, 1911, referred to in text, 
is act Mar. 1, 1911, ch. 186, 36 Stat. 961, as amended, 
which is classified to sections 480, 500, 513 to 519, 521, 
552, and 563 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 552 of this title and Tables. 

Act June 24, 1954, referred to in text, is act June 24, 
1954, ch. 357, 68 Stat. 270, which is classified principally 
to subchapter III (§ 2631 et seq.) of chapter 44 of Title 43, 
Public Lands. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Tables. 

Act February 11, 1920, referred to in text, related to 
exchanges of lands in or adjacent to Siuslaw National 
Forest and was not classified to the Code. See Codifica-
tion note set out under sections 486a to 486w of this 
title. 

Act September 22, 1922, referred to in text, is classi-
fied to section 487 of this title. 

Act June 4, 1936, referred to in text, is classified to 
section 487a of this title. 

§ 521b. Report of Secretary of Agriculture prior 
to purchase or exchange of land; contents; 
waiting period 

For purposes of providing information that 
will aid the Congress in its oversight respon-
sibilities and improve the accountability of ex-
penditures for the acquisition of forest land, the 
Secretary of Agriculture may not hereafter 
enter into any land purchase or exchange relat-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘covenants,’’. 

ing to the National Forest System of $150,000 or 
more for the types of lands which have been 
heretofore approved by the National Forest Res-
ervation Commission until after 30 days from 
the date upon which a detailed report of the 
facts concerning such proposed purchase or 
transfer is submitted to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate or such earlier time as may 
be approved by both such committees. Such re-
port shall contain at least the following: 

(1) guidelines utilized by the Secretary in de-
termining that the land should be acquired; 

(2) the location and size of the land; 
(3) the purchase price of the land and the cri-

teria used by the Secretary in determining 
such price; 

(4) the person from whom the land is being 
acquired; and 

(5) any adjustment made by the Secretary of 
relative value pursuant to section 
1716(f)(2)(B)(ii) of title 43. 

(Pub. L. 94–588, § 17(b), Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2962; 
Pub. L. 100–409, § 6, Aug. 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 1090; 
Pub. L. 103–437, § 6(r), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4587.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Forest Reservation Commission, re-
ferred to in text, was abolished and the functions there-
of were transferred to the Secretary of Agriculture by 
section 17(a)(1) of Pub. L. 94–588, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2961. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 in introductory provisions sub-
stituted ‘‘Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate’’ for ‘‘Agriculture and Forestry of the Senate’’. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–409 substituted ‘‘$150,000’’ for 
‘‘$25,000’’ in introductory provisions and added par. (5). 

§ 521c. Definitions 

For purposes of sections 521c to 521i of this 
title— 

(1) the term ‘‘person’’ includes any State or 
any political subdivision or entity thereof; 

(2) the term ‘‘interchange’’ means a land 
transfer in which the Secretary and another 
person exchange titles to lands or interests in 
lands of approximately equal value where the 
Secretary finds that such a value determina-
tion can be made without a formal appraisal 
and under such regulations as the Secretary 
may prescribe; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 97–465, § 1, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2535.) 

§ 521d. Sale, exchange, or interchange of Na-
tional Forest System land 

The Secretary is authorized, when the Sec-
retary determines it to be in the public inter-
est— 

(1) to sell, exchange, or interchange by quit-
claim deed, all right, title, and interest, in-
cluding the mineral estate, of the United 
States in and to National Forest System lands 
described in section 521e of this title; and 

(2) to accept as consideration for the lands 
sold, exchanged, or interchanged other lands, 
interests in lands, or cash payment, or any 

combination of such forms of consideration, 
which, in the case of conveyance by sale or ex-
change, is at least equal in value, including 
the mineral estate, or, in the case of convey-
ance by interchange, is of approximately equal 
value, including the mineral estate, to the 
lands being conveyed by the Secretary. The 
Secretary shall insert in any such quitclaim 
deed such terms, convenants,1 conditions, and 
reservations as the Secretary deems necessary 
to ensure protection of the public interest, in-
cluding protection of the scenic, wildlife, and 
recreation values of the National Forest Sys-
tem and provision for appropriate public ac-
cess to and use of lands within the System. 
The preceding sentence shall not be applicable 
to deeds issued by the Secretary to lands out-
side the boundary of units of the National For-
est System. 

(Pub. L. 97–465, § 2, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2535.) 

§ 521e. Small parcels and road rights-of-way 

The National Forest System lands which may 
be sold, exchanged, or interchanged under sec-
tions 521c to 521i of this title are those the sale 
or exchange of which is not practicable under 
any other authority of the Secretary, which 
have a value as determined by the Secretary of 
not more than $150,000, and which are— 

(1) parcels of forty acres or less which are 
interspersed with or adjacent to lands which 
have been transferred out of Federal owner-
ship under the mining laws and which are de-
termined by the Secretary, because of location 
or size, not to be subject to efficient adminis-
tration; 

(2) parcels of ten acres or less which are en-
croached upon by improvements occupied or 
used under claim or color of title by persons to 
whom no advance notice was given that the 
improvements encroached or would encroach 
upon such parcels, and who in good faith relied 
upon an erroneous survey, title search, or 
other land description indicating that there 
was not such encroachment; or 

(3) road rights-of-way, reserved or acquired, 
which are substantially surrounded by lands 
not owned by the United States and which are 
no longer needed by the United States, subject 
to the first right of abutting landowners to ac-
quire such rights-of-way. 

(Pub. L. 97–465, § 3, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2535.) 

§ 521f. Costs of conveyance and value of improve-
ments 

Any person to whom lands are conveyed under 
sections 521c to 521i of this title shall bear all 
reasonable costs of administration, survey, and 
appraisal incidental to such conveyance, as de-
termined by the Secretary. In determining the 
value of any lands or interest in lands to be con-
veyed under sections 521c to 521i of this title, the 
Secretary may, in those cases in which the Sec-
retary determines it would be in the public in-
terest, exclude from such determination the 
value of any improvements to the lands made by 
any person other than the Government. In the 
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