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without regard to the provisions of title 5, that 
govern appointments in the competitive service, 
and the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter 
III of chapter 53 of title 5, that relate to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates. 

(b) Incidental expenses 

The Secretary is authorized to provide for the 
incidental expenses of such volunteers, such as 
transportation, uniforms, lodging, or subsist-
ence. 

(c) Volunteers’ status as Federal employees 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, a volunteer shall not be deemed a Fed-
eral employee and shall not be subject to the 
provisions of law relating to Federal employ-
ment, including those provisions relating to 
hours of work, rates of compensation, leave, un-
employment compensation, and Federal em-
ployee benefits. 

(2) For purposes of chapter 171 of title 28 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Federal Tort Claims 
Act’’), a volunteer under this subsection shall be 
considered an employee of the government (as 
defined in section 2671 of such title). 

(3) For purposes of subchapter I of chapter 81 
of title 5, relating to compensation to Federal 
employees for work injuries, a volunteer under 
this subsection shall be considered an employee 
(as defined in section 8101 of title 5). 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1105, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4502.) 

§ 4605. Authority to execute contracts 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into con-
tracts and cooperative agreements and generally 
to do any and all lawful acts necessary or appro-
priate to further the purposes of the TPIA Pro-
gram. 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1106, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4503.) 

§ 4606. Distribution of appropriate items 

The Secretary is authorized to distribute pam-
phlets and other such appropriate items in order 
to promote the purposes of the TPIA Program. 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1107, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4503.) 

§ 4607. Slogan and logo 

The ‘‘Take Pride in America’’ slogan and logo, 
which are registered by the Department of the 
Interior, and the goodwill associated with such 
slogan and logo, shall be administered pursuant 
to the TPIA Program. 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1108, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4503.) 

§ 4608. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Department of the Interior 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this chapter, not to ex-
ceed the amount expended for such purposes for 
fiscal year 1990. 

(b) Other Federal agencies 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
other Federal departments and agencies such 

sums as may be necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of any other Take Pride in America pro-
grams established by such departments or agen-
cies. 

(Pub. L. 101–628, title XI, § 1109, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4503.) 
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§ 4701. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the discharge of untreated water in the 

ballast tanks of vessels and through other 
means results in unintentional introductions 
of nonindigenous species to fresh, brackish, 
and saltwater environments; 

(2) when environmental conditions are favor-
able, nonindigenous species become estab-
lished, may compete with or prey upon native 
species of plants, fish, and wildlife, may carry 
diseases or parasites that affect native species, 
and may disrupt the aquatic environment and 
economy of affected nearshore areas; 

(3) the zebra mussel was unintentionally in-
troduced into the Great Lakes and has in-
fested— 

(A) waters south of the Great Lakes, into 
a good portion of the Mississippi River 
drainage; 

(B) waters west of the Great Lakes, into 
the Arkansas River in Oklahoma; and 

(C) waters east of the Great Lakes, into 
the Hudson River and Lake Champlain; 

(4) the potential economic disruption to 
communities affected by the zebra mussel due 
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