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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 
2 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 

Par. (7)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(c), added cl. (ii) and 

struck out former cl. (ii) which read as follows: ‘‘sec-

tion 2261A, a spouse or former spouse of the target of 

the stalking, a person who shares a child in common 

with the target of the stalking, and a person who co-

habits or has cohabited as a spouse with the target of 

the stalking; and’’. 

Par. (10). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(i), substituted ‘‘. The ex-

istence of such a relationship is’’ for ‘‘and the existence 

of such a relationship’’ in introductory provisions. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 116(b), added par. (10). 

2000—Pub. L. 106–386 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text defined ‘‘bodily injury’’, ‘‘Indian 

country’’, ‘‘protection order’’, ‘‘spouse or intimate 

partner’’, ‘‘State’’, and ‘‘travel across State lines’’. 

CHAPTER 111—SHIPPING 

Sec. 

2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels. 

2272. Destruction of vessel by owner. 

2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner. 

2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person in 

charge. 

2275. Firing or tampering with vessel.1 

2276. Breaking and entering vessel. 

2277. Explosives or dangerous weapons aboard ves-

sels. 

2278. Explosives on vessels carrying steerage pas-

sengers. 

2279. Boarding vessels before arrival. 

2280. Violence against maritime navigation. 

2280a. Violence against maritime navigation and 

maritime transport involving weapons of 

mass destruction. 

2281. Violence against maritime fixed platforms. 

2281a. Additional offenses against maritime fixed 

platforms. 

2282A. Devices or dangerous substances in waters of 

the United States likely to destroy or dam-

age ships or to interfere with maritime 

commerce. 

2282B. Violence against aids to maritime navigation. 

2283. Transportation of explosive, chemical, bio-

logical, or radioactive or nuclear mate-

rials.1 

2284. Transportation of terrorists. 

2285. Operation of submersible vessel or semi-sub-

mersible vessel without nationality 2 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Pub. L. 114–23, title VIII, §§ 802(b), 804(b), June 2, 

2015, 129 Stat. 307, 308, added items 2280a and 2281a. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–407, title I, § 102(b), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 

Stat. 4298, added item 2285. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–177, title III, §§ 304(b)(2), 305(b), Mar. 

9, 2006, 120 Stat. 235, 237, added items 2282B, 2283, and 

2284. 

Pub. L. 109–177, title III, § 304(a)(2), Mar. 9, 2006, 120 

Stat. 235, which directed amendment of table of sec-

tions for this chapter by adding item 2282A after item 

2282, was executed by adding item 2282A after item 2281 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress, because 

there is no item 2282. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title VI, § 60019(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 

108 Stat. 1979, added items 2280 and 2281. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, § 3566, Nov. 29, 1990, 

104 Stat. 4928, substituted ‘‘vessels’’ for ‘‘vessel’’ in 

item 2271. 

§ 2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels 

Whoever, on the high seas, or within the 
United States, willfully and corruptly conspires, 
combines, and confederates with any other per-

son, such other person being either within or 
without the United States, to cast away or 
otherwise destroy any vessel, with intent to in-
jure any person that may have underwritten or 
may thereafter underwrite any policy of insur-
ance thereon or on goods on board thereof, or 
with intent to injure any person that has lent or 
advanced, or may lend or advance, any money 
on such vessel on bottomry or respondentia; or 

Whoever, within the United States, builds, or 
fits out any vessel to be cast away or destroyed, 
with like intent— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 487 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 296, 35 Stat. 1146). 

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in 

the alternative. 

Reference to a person who ‘‘aids in building or fitting 

out any vessel’’ was omitted as unnecessary in view of 

section 2 making all aiders guilty as principal. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in last par. 

§ 2272. Destruction of vessel by owner 

Whoever, upon the high seas or on any other 
waters within the admiralty and maritime juris-
diction of the United States, willfully and cor-
ruptly casts away or otherwise destroys any ves-
sel of which he is owner, in whole or in part, 
with intent to injure any person that may un-
derwrite any policy of insurance thereon, or any 
merchant that may have goods thereon, or any 
other owner of such vessel, shall be imprisoned 
for life or for any term of years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 491 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 300, 35 Stat. 1147). 

§ 2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner 

Whoever, not being an owner, upon the high 
seas or on any other waters within the admi-
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States, willfully and corruptly casts away or 
otherwise destroys any vessel of the United 
States to which he belongs, or willfully at-
tempts the destruction thereof, shall be impris-
oned not more than ten years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 492 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 301, 35 Stat. 1147). 

Words ‘‘with intent to destroy the same, sets fire to 

any such vessel, or otherwise’’ following ‘‘willfully’’ 

and preceding ‘‘attempts’’ were omitted as surplusage. 

§ 2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person 
in charge 

Whoever, being the owner, master or person in 
charge or command of any private vessel, for-
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