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eral Deposit Insurance Corporation,’” as the probable
intent of Congress.

1982—Pub. L. 97-297 struck out ‘‘a joint-stock land
bank,” after ‘‘a Federal land bank,”’.

1970—Pub. L. 91-609 extended criminal penalty for
fraud or false statements to influence any institution
the accounts of which are insured by the Federal Sav-
ings and Loan Insurance Corporation, any bank the de-
posits of which are insured by the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation, any member of the Federal Home
Loan Bank System, the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration, the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Cor-
poration, or the Administrator of the National Credit
Union Administration.

Pub. L. 91-468 substituted ‘‘a Federal credit union, or
an insured State-chartered credit union’ for ‘‘or a Fed-
eral credit union”.

1964—Pub. L. 88-353 inserted reference to Federal
credit unions.

1961—Pub. L. 87-353 struck out reference to Federal
Farm Mortgage Corporation.

1959—Pub. L. 86-168 substituted ‘‘Federal land bank
association” for ‘‘National farm loan association”.

1958—Pub. L. 85-699 inserted reference to small busi-
ness investment companies.

1956—Act July 26, 1956, struck out reference to cor-
porations in which a Production Credit Corporation
holds stock.

1949—Act May 24, 1949, inserted reference to Sec-
retary of Agriculture acting through the Farmers’
Home Administration.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-203 effective on the trans-
fer date, see section 351 of Pub. L. 111-203, set out as a
note under section 906 of Title 2, The Congress.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 604(b)(22) of Pub. L. 104-294 ef-
fective Sept. 13, 1994, see section 604(d) of Pub. L.
104-294, set out as a note under section 13 of this title.

Pub. L. 104294, title VI, §605(b), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.
3509, provided that the amendment by that section to
section 961(h) of Pub. L. 101-73 was effective on the date
of enactment of Pub. L. 101-73, which was approved
Aug. 9, 1989.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-354 effective Oct. 13, 1994,
and applicable to provision of crop insurance under
Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) begin-
ning with 1995 crop year, with such Act, as in effect on
the day before Oct. 13, 1994, to continue to apply with
respect to 1994 crop year, see section 120 of Pub. L.
103-354, set out as a note under section 1502 of Title 7,
Agriculture.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1959 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 86-168 effective Dec. 31, 1959,
see section 104(k) of Pub. L. 86-168.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act July 26, 1956, effective Jan. 1, 1957,
see section 202(a) of that act, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 1027 of Title 12, Banks and
Banking.

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

Establishment of Farm Credit Administration as
independent agency, and other changes in status, func-
tion, etc., see Ex. Ord. No. 6084 set out prec. section 2241
of Title 12, Banks and Banking. See also section 2001 et
seq. of Title 12.

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION

Establishment as independent agency, membership,
etc., see section 1752 et seq. of Title 12, Banks and
Banking.
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§1015. Naturalization, citizenship or alien reg-
istry

(a) Whoever knowingly makes any false state-
ment under oath, in any case, proceeding, or
matter relating to, or under, or by virtue of any
law of the United States relating to naturaliza-
tion, citizenship, or registry of aliens; or

(b) Whoever knowingly, with intent to avoid
any duty or liability imposed or required by law,
denies that he has been naturalized or admitted
to be a citizen, after having been so naturalized
or admitted; or

(c) Whoever uses or attempts to use any cer-
tificate of arrival, declaration of intention, cer-
tificate of naturalization, certificate of citizen-
ship or other documentary evidence of natu-
ralization or of citizenship, or any duplicate or
copy thereof, knowing the same to have been
procured by fraud or false evidence or without
required appearance or hearing of the applicant
in court or otherwise unlawfully obtained; or

(d) Whoever knowingly makes any false cer-
tificate, acknowledgment or statement concern-
ing the appearance before him or the taking of
an oath or affirmation or the signature, attesta-
tion or execution by any person with respect to
any application, declaration, petition, affidavit,
deposition, certificate of naturalization, certifi-
cate of citizenship or other paper or writing re-
quired or authorized by the laws relating to im-
migration, naturalization, citizenship, or reg-
istry of aliens; or

(e) Whoever knowingly makes any false state-
ment or claim that he is, or at any time has
been, a citizen or national of the United States,
with the intent to obtain on behalf of himself, or
any other person, any Federal or State benefit
or service, or to engage unlawfully in employ-
ment in the United States; or

(f) Whoever knowingly makes any false state-
ment or claim that he is a citizen of the United
States in order to register to vote or to vote in
any Federal, State, or local election (including
an initiative, recall, or referendum)—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both. Subsection (f)
does not apply to an alien if each natural parent
of the alien (or, in the case of an adopted alien,
each adoptive parent of the alien) is or was a
citizen (whether by birth or naturalization), the
alien permanently resided in the United States
prior to attaining the age of 16, and the alien
reasonably believed at the time of making the
false statement or claim that he or she was a
citizen of the United States.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 752; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 104-208, div. C, title II,
§215, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-572; Pub. L.
106-395, title II, §201(d)(2), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
1635.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on subsections (a), paragraphs (1), (16), (A7),
(19), (32), (b), (d), and (I) of section 746 of title 8, U.S.C.,
1940 ed., Aliens and Nationality (Oct. 14, 1940, ch. 876,
§346(a), pars. (1), (16), (A7), (19), (32), (b), (d), and (1), 45
Stat. 1163, 1165, 1167).

Section consolidates, with minor changes, subsection
(a), paragraphs (1), (16), (17), (19), (32), and subsections
(b), (d), and (1), of section 746 of title 8, U.S.C., 1940 ed.,
Aliens and Nationality.
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Such changes of arrangement and phraseology were
made as were appropriate and necessary.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pub. L. 106-395 inserted at end of concluding
provisions ‘‘Subsection (f) does not apply to an alien if
each natural parent of the alien (or, in the case of an
adopted alien, each adoptive parent of the alien) is or
was a citizen (whether by birth or naturalization), the
alien permanently resided in the United States prior to
attaining the age of 16, and the alien reasonably be-
lieved at the time of making the false statement or
claim that he or she was a citizen of the United
States.”

1996—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 104-208 added subsecs.
(e) and (f).

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000”’ in concluding
par.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 106-395 effective as if included
in the enactment of section 215 of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996,
div. C of Pub. L. 104208, and applicable to an alien
prosecuted on or after Sept. 30, 1996, except in the case
of an alien whose criminal proceeding (including judi-
cial review thereof) has been finally concluded before
Oct. 30, 2000, see section 201(d)(3) of Pub. L. 106-395, set
out as a note under section 611 of this title.

§1016. Acknowledgment of appearance or oath

Whoever, being an officer authorized to admin-
ister oaths or to take and certify acknowledg-
ments, knowingly makes any false acknowledg-
ment, certificate, or statement concerning the
appearance before him or the taking of an oath
or affirmation by any person with respect to any
proposal, contract, bond, undertaking, or other
matter submitted to, made with, or taken on be-
half of the United States or any department or
agency thereof, concerning which an oath or af-
firmation is required by law or lawful regula-
tion, or with respect to the financial standing of
any principal, surety, or other party to any such
proposal, contract, bond, undertaking, or other
instrument, shall be fined under this title or im-
prisoned not more than two years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 753; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(I), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 756 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §31, 35 Stat. 1094).

Words ‘‘or of any department or agency thereof”’ were
inserted after ‘‘United States’ so as to remove any am-
biguity as to scope of section. (See definitions of ‘‘de-
partment’ and ‘‘agency’ in section 6 of this title.)

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $2,000°".

§1017. Government seals wrongfully used and in-
struments wrongfully sealed

Whoever fraudulently or wrongfully affixes or
impresses the seal of any department or agency
of the United States, to or upon any certificate,
instrument, commission, document, or paper or
with knowledge of its fraudulent character, with
wrongful or fraudulent intent, uses, buys, pro-
cures, sells, or transfers to another any such
certificate, instrument, commaission, document,
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or paper, to which or upon which said seal has
been so fraudulently affixed or impressed, shall
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 753; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §130 (June 15, 1917,
ch. 30, title X, §1, 40 Stat. 227).

To clarify scope of section and in view of definition
of department or agency in section 6 of this title, words
‘“‘department or agency’ were substituted for ‘‘execu-
tive department, or of any bureau, commission, or of-
fice”.

Slight verbal changes were also made.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for “‘fined not more than $5,000".

§ 1018. Official certificates or writings

Whoever, being a public officer or other person
authorized by any law of the United States to
make or give a certificate or other writing,
knowingly makes and delivers as true such a
certificate or writing, containing any statement
which he knows to be false, in a case where the
punishment thereof is not elsewhere expressly
provided by law, shall be fined under this title
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 753; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §195 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §106, 35 Stat. 1107).
Minor changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $500°.

“fined under this

§1019. Certificates by consular officers

Whoever, being a consul, or vice consul, or
other person employed in the consular service of
the United States, knowingly certifies falsely to
any invoice, or other paper, to which his certifi-
cate is authorized or required by law, shall be
fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than three years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 753; Pub. L.

103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §127 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §70, 35 Stat. 1101).

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000"".

§1020. Highway projects

Whoever, being an officer, agent, or employee
of the United States, or of any State or Terri-
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