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state, or on pretense of authority from any per-
son, is a pirate, and shall be imprisoned for life.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §495 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §304, 35 Stat. 1147).

Words ‘‘Notwithstanding the pretense of such author-
ity,” were omitted as surplusage.

§1653. Aliens as pirates

Whoever, being a citizen or subject of any for-
eign state, is found and taken on the sea making
war upon the United States, or cruising against
the vessels and property thereof, or of the citi-
zens of the same, contrary to the provisions of
any treaty existing between the United States
and the state of which the offender is a citizen
or subject, when by such treaty such acts are de-
clared to be piracy, is a pirate, and shall be im-
prisoned for life.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §496 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §305, 35 Stat. 1147.)
Minor change was made in phraseology.

§1654. Arming or serving on privateers

Whoever, being a citizen of the United States,
without the limits thereof, fits out and arms, or
attempts to fit out and arm or is concerned in
furnishing, fitting out, or arming any private
vessel of war or privateer, with intent that such
vessel shall be employed to cruise or commit
hostilities upon the citizens of the United States
or their property; or

Whoever takes the command of or enters on
board of any such vessel with such intent; or

Whoever purchases any interest in any such
vessel with a view to share in the profits there-
of—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §494 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §303, 35 Stat. 1147).

Reference to persons procuring or aiding was omitted
as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘“‘principal” in
section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provisions were rephrased in
the alternative.

The last sentence relating to venue was omitted as
unnecessary in view of the general provision to the
same effect in section 3238 of this title.

Minor changes were made in phraseology and ar-
rangement.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for “‘fined not more than $10,000”’ in last par.

§1655. Assault on commander as piracy

Whoever, being a seaman, lays violent hands
upon his commander, to hinder and prevent his
fighting in defense of his vessel or the goods in-
trusted to him, is a pirate, and shall be impris-
oned for life.
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(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §485 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §294, 35 Stat. 1146).
A minor verbal change was made.

§ 1656. Conversion or surrender of vessel

Whoever, being a captain or other officer or
mariner of a vessel upon the high seas or on any
other waters within the admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction of the United States, piratically or
feloniously runs away with such vessel, or with
any goods or merchandise thereof, to the value
of $50 or over; or

Whoever yields up such vessel voluntarily to
any pirate—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §497 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §306, 35 Stat. 1148).
Minor changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘“‘fined not more than $10,000”’ in last par.

§1657. Corruption of seamen and confederating
with pirates

Whoever attempts to corrupt any commander,
master, officer, or mariner to yield up or to run
away with any vessel, or any goods, wares, or
merchandise, or to turn pirate or to go over to
or confederate with pirates, or in any wise to
trade with any pirate, knowing him to be such;
or

Whoever furnishes such pirate with any am-
munition, stores, or provisions of any kind; or

Whoever fits out any vessel knowingly and,
with a design to trade with, supply, or cor-
respond with any pirate or robber upon the seas;
or

Whoever consults, combines, confederates, or
corresponds with any pirate or robber upon the
seas, knowing him to be guilty of any piracy or
robbery; or

Whoever, being a seaman, confines the master
of any vessel—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than three years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 775; Pub. L.
101-647, title XXV, §2527(b), Nov. 29, 1990, 104
Stat. 4877; Pub. L. 103-322, title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §498 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §307, 35 Stat. 1148).

Mandatory punishment provisions were rephrased in
the alternative.

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000”’ in last par.

1990—Pub. L. 101-647, which directed insertion of ‘‘sec-
tion 11, 12, or 13 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act”
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