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‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution may plan, design, construct, 
and equip additional special use storage and labora-
tory space at the museum support facility of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Suitland, Maryland, to 
accommodate the care, preservation, conservation, 
deposit, and study of national collections held in 
trust by the Institution. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2003; 
‘‘(2) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2004; and 
‘‘(3) such sums as are necessary for each of fiscal 

years 2005 through 2008.’’ 
[Amendment of section 3 by Pub. L. 95–569 effective 

Oct. 1, 1979.] 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 

The National Museum was not created by any express 
statutory provision for that purpose. It was first men-
tioned in an appropriation for postage for ‘‘the Na-
tional Museum in the Smithsonian Institution,’’ con-
tained in act June 20, 1874, ch. 328, § 1, 18 Stat. 103. An 
appropriation for a building for the use of the National 
Museum was made by act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, § 1, 20 
Stat. 397, and annual appropriations have continuously 
been made for expenses of heating, etc., such building. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM EXHIBIT 

Res. Feb. 28, 1922, ch. 86, 42 Stat. 399, authorized Sec-
retary of State to transfer to custody of Secretary of 
Institution for safekeeping and exhibition in National 
Museum the sword of George Washington and the staff 
of Benjamin Franklin, presented by Samuel T. Wash-
ington, and the sword of Andrew Jackson, presented by 
family of General Robert Armstrong. 

TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY 

Quartermaster-General and his officers were required 
to receive and transport property for National Museum 
by a provision of act July 5, 1884, ch. 217, 23 Stat. 107. 

§ 50a. Gellatly art collection; estimates of sums 
needed for preservation and maintenance 

The Smithsonian Institution is authorized to 
include in its estimates of appropriations such 
sums as may be needful for the preservation and 
maintenance of the John Gellatly art collection. 

(June 5, 1929, ch. 9, 46 Stat. 5.) 

§ 51. Library 

The Regents shall make, from the interest of 
the fund, an appropriation, not exceeding an av-
erage of $25,000 annually, for the gradual forma-
tion of a library composed of valuable works 
pertaining to all departments of human knowl-
edge. 

(R.S. § 5587.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5587 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 8, 
9 Stat. 105. 

PUBLIC USE OF RESEARCH AND STUDY FACILITIES OF 
CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS 

Under provisions of R.S. § 94 and act Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 
179, 18 Stat. 512, the Joint Committee on the Library of 
Congress was authorized to extend the use of the Li-
brary to the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 
These provisions were not classified to the Code, being 
rendered superfluous by a general declaration of public 
policy by Congress, by a joint resolution adopted Apr. 
12, 1892, 27 Stat. 395, to the effect that facilities for 
study and research in the Library of Congress, the Na-

tional Museum, and similar institutions shall be af-
forded investigators, students, etc., in the several 
states and territories as well as in the District of Co-
lumbia. 

§ 52. Evidence of title to site and buildings 

The site and lands selected for buildings for 
the Smithsonian Institution shall be deemed ap-
propriated to the institution, and the record of 
the description of such site and lands, or a copy 
thereof, certified by the chancellor and Sec-
retary of the Board of Regents, shall be received 
as evidence in all courts of the extent and 
boundaries of the lands appropriated to the in-
stitution. 

(R.S. § 5588.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5588 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 4, 
9 Stat. 104. 

§ 53. Protection of property 

All laws for the protection of public property 
in the city of Washington shall apply to, and be 
in force for, the protection of the lands, build-
ings, and other property of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. All moneys recovered by or accruing 
to, the institution shall be paid into the Treas-
ury of the United States, to the credit of the 
Smithsonian bequest, and separately accounted 
for. 

(R.S. § 5589.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5589 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 5, 
9 Stat. 104. 

§ 53a. Authorization of appropriations 

Appropriations are authorized for the mainte-
nance of the Astrophysical Observatory and the 
making of solar observations at high altitudes; 
for repairs and alterations of buildings and 
grounds occupied by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in the District of Columbia and elsewhere; 
and for preparation of manuscripts, drawings, 
and illustrations for publications. 

(Aug. 22, 1949, ch. 494, § 2, 63 Stat. 623.) 

§ 54. Appropriation of interest 

So much of the property of James Smithson as 
has been received in money, and paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, being the sum of 
$541,379.63, shall be lent to the United States 
Treasury and invested in public debt securities 
with maturities requested by the Smithsonian 
Institution bearing interest at rates determined 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, based upon 
current market yields on outstanding market-
able obligations of the United States of com-
parable maturities, and this interest is hereby 
appropriated for the perpetual maintenance and 
support of the Smithsonian Institution; and all 
expenditures and appropriations to be made, 
from time to time, to the purposes of the Insti-
tution shall be exclusively from the accruing in-
terest, and not from the principal of the fund. 
All the moneys and stocks which have been, or 
may hereafter be, received into the Treasury of 
the United States, on account of the fund be-
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