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PART C—SUPPORTS TO IMPROVE RESULTS FOR 
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

§ 1470. Purposes 

The purposes of this part are to ensure that— 
(1) children with disabilities and their par-

ents receive training and information designed 
to assist the children in meeting develop-
mental and functional goals and challenging 
academic achievement goals, and in preparing 
to lead productive independent adult lives; 

(2) children with disabilities and their par-
ents receive training and information on their 
rights, responsibilities, and protections under 
this chapter, in order to develop the skills nec-
essary to cooperatively and effectively partici-
pate in planning and decision making relating 
to early intervention, educational, and transi-
tional services; 

(3) parents, teachers, administrators, early 
intervention personnel, related services per-
sonnel, and transition personnel receive coor-
dinated and accessible technical assistance 
and information to assist such personnel in 
improving early intervention, educational, 
and transitional services and results for chil-
dren with disabilities and their families; and 

(4) appropriate technology and media are re-
searched, developed, and demonstrated, to im-
prove and implement early intervention, edu-
cational, and transitional services and results 
for children with disabilities and their fami-
lies. 

(Pub. L. 91–230, title VI, § 670, as added Pub. L. 
108–446, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2788.) 

§ 1471. Parent training and information centers 

(a) Program authorized 

(1) In general 

The Secretary may award grants to, and 
enter into contracts and cooperative agree-
ments with, parent organizations to support 
parent training and information centers to 
carry out activities under this section. 

(2) Definition of parent organization 

In this section, the term ‘‘parent organiza-
tion’’ means a private nonprofit organization 
(other than an institution of higher education) 
that— 

(A) has a board of directors— 
(i) the majority of whom are parents of 

children with disabilities ages birth 
through 26; 

(ii) that includes— 
(I) individuals working in the fields of 

special education, related services, and 
early intervention; and 

(II) individuals with disabilities; and 

(iii) the parent and professional members 
of which are broadly representative of the 
population to be served, including low-in-
come parents and parents of limited 
English proficient children; and 

(B) has as its mission serving families of 
children with disabilities who— 

(i) are ages birth through 26; and 
(ii) have the full range of disabilities de-

scribed in section 1401(3) of this title. 

(b) Required activities 

Each parent training and information center 
that receives assistance under this section 
shall— 

(1) provide training and information that 
meets the needs of parents of children with 
disabilities living in the area served by the 
center, particularly underserved parents and 
parents of children who may be inappropri-
ately identified, to enable their children with 
disabilities to— 

(A) meet developmental and functional 
goals, and challenging academic achieve-
ment goals that have been established for all 
children; and 

(B) be prepared to lead productive inde-
pendent adult lives, to the maximum extent 
possible; 

(2) serve the parents of infants, toddlers, and 
children with the full range of disabilities de-
scribed in section 1401(3) of this title; 

(3) ensure that the training and information 
provided meets the needs of low-income par-
ents and parents of limited English proficient 
children; 

(4) assist parents to— 
(A) better understand the nature of their 

children’s disabilities and their educational, 
developmental, and transitional needs; 

(B) communicate effectively and work col-
laboratively with personnel responsible for 
providing special education, early interven-
tion services, transition services, and relat-
ed services; 

(C) participate in decisionmaking proc-
esses and the development of individualized 
education programs under subchapter II and 
individualized family service plans under 
subchapter III; 

(D) obtain appropriate information about 
the range, type, and quality of— 

(i) options, programs, services, tech-
nologies, practices and interventions based 
on scientifically based research, to the ex-
tent practicable; and 

(ii) resources available to assist children 
with disabilities and their families in 
school and at home; 

(E) understand the provisions of this chap-
ter for the education of, and the provision of 
early intervention services to, children with 
disabilities; 

(F) participate in activities at the school 
level that benefit their children; and 

(G) participate in school reform activities; 

(5) in States where the State elects to con-
tract with the parent training and information 
center, contract with State educational agen-
cies to provide, consistent with subparagraphs 
(B) and (D) of section 1415(e)(2) of this title, in-
dividuals who meet with parents to explain 
the mediation process to the parents; 

(6) assist parents in resolving disputes in the 
most expeditious and effective way possible, 
including encouraging the use, and explaining 
the benefits, of alternative methods of dispute 
resolution, such as the mediation process de-
scribed in section 1415(e) of this title; 

(7) assist parents and students with disabil-
ities to understand their rights and respon-
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