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(Pub. L. 91–513, title II, § 308, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1259; Pub. L. 111–273, § 3(b), Oct. 12, 2010, 124 
Stat. 2860.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Schedules I and II, referred to in subsec. (a), are set 

out in section 812(c) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 111–273 added par. (3). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on first day of seventh calendar 

month that begins after Oct. 26, 1970, see section 704 of 

Pub. L. 91–513, set out as a note under section 801 of 

this title. 

§ 829. Prescriptions 

(a) Schedule II substances 

Except when dispensed directly by a practi-
tioner, other than a pharmacist, to an ultimate 
user, no controlled substance in schedule II, 
which is a prescription drug as determined 
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
[21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.], may be dispensed without 
the written prescription of a practitioner, ex-
cept that in emergency situations, as prescribed 
by the Secretary by regulation after consulta-
tion with the Attorney General, such drug may 
be dispensed upon oral prescription in accord-
ance with section 503(b) of that Act [21 U.S.C. 
353(b)]. Prescriptions shall be retained in con-
formity with the requirements of section 827 of 
this title. No prescription for a controlled sub-
stance in schedule II may be refilled. 

(b) Schedule III and IV substances 

Except when dispensed directly by a practi-
tioner, other than a pharmacist, to an ultimate 
user, no controlled substance in schedule III or 
IV, which is a prescription drug as determined 
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
[21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.], may be dispensed without 
a written or oral prescription in conformity 
with section 503(b) of that Act [21 U.S.C. 353(b)]. 
Such prescriptions may not be filled or refilled 
more than six months after the date thereof or 
be refilled more than five times after the date of 
the prescription unless renewed by the practi-
tioner. 

(c) Schedule V substances 

No controlled substance in schedule V which is 
a drug may be distributed or dispensed other 
than for a medical purpose. 

(d) Non-prescription drugs with abuse potential 

Whenever it appears to the Attorney General 
that a drug not considered to be a prescription 
drug under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act [21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] should be so con-
sidered because of its abuse potential, he shall 
so advise the Secretary and furnish to him all 
available data relevant thereto. 

(e) Controlled substances dispensed by means of 
the Internet 

(1) No controlled substance that is a prescrip-
tion drug as determined under the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act [21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] 
may be delivered, distributed, or dispensed by 
means of the Internet without a valid prescrip-
tion. 

(2) As used in this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘valid prescription’’ means a 

prescription that is issued for a legitimate 
medical purpose in the usual course of profes-
sional practice by— 

(i) a practitioner who has conducted at 
least 1 in-person medical evaluation of the 
patient; or 

(ii) a covering practitioner. 

(B)(i) The term ‘‘in-person medical evalua-
tion’’ means a medical evaluation that is con-
ducted with the patient in the physical pres-
ence of the practitioner, without regard to 
whether portions of the evaluation are con-
ducted by other health professionals. 

(ii) Nothing in clause (i) shall be construed 
to imply that 1 in-person medical evaluation 
demonstrates that a prescription has been is-
sued for a legitimate medical purpose within 
the usual course of professional practice. 

(C) The term ‘‘covering practitioner’’ means, 
with respect to a patient, a practitioner who 
conducts a medical evaluation (other than an 
in-person medical evaluation) at the request of 
a practitioner who— 

(i) has conducted at least 1 in-person medi-
cal evaluation of the patient or an evalua-
tion of the patient through the practice of 
telemedicine, within the previous 24 months; 
and 

(ii) is temporarily unavailable to conduct 
the evaluation of the patient. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall apply to— 
(A) the delivery, distribution, or dispensing 

of a controlled substance by a practitioner en-
gaged in the practice of telemedicine; or 

(B) the dispensing or selling of a controlled 
substance pursuant to practices as determined 
by the Attorney General by regulation, which 
shall be consistent with effective controls 
against diversion. 

(f) Partial fills of schedule II controlled sub-
stances 

(1) Partial fills 

A prescription for a controlled substance in 
schedule II may be partially filled if— 

(A) it is not prohibited by State law; 
(B) the prescription is written and filled in 

accordance with this subchapter, regulations 
prescribed by the Attorney General, and 
State law; 

(C) the partial fill is requested by the pa-
tient or the practitioner that wrote the pre-
scription; and 

(D) the total quantity dispensed in all par-
tial fillings does not exceed the total quan-
tity prescribed. 

(2) Remaining portions 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), re-
maining portions of a partially filled pre-
scription for a controlled substance in sched-
ule II— 

(i) may be filled; and 
(ii) shall be filled not later than 30 days 

after the date on which the prescription is 
written. 

(B) Emergency situations 

In emergency situations, as described in 
subsection (a), the remaining portions of a 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

partially filled prescription for a controlled 
substance in schedule II— 

(i) may be filled; and 
(ii) shall be filled not later than 72 hours 

after the prescription is issued. 

(3) Currently lawful partial fills 

Notwithstanding paragraph (1) or (2), in any 
circumstance in which, as of the day before 
July 22, 2016, a prescription for a controlled 
substance in schedule II may be lawfully par-
tially filled, the Attorney General may allow 
such a prescription to be partially filled. 

(Pub. L. 91–513, title II, § 309, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1260; Pub. L. 110–425, § 2, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4820; Pub. L. 114–198, title VII, § 702(a), July 
22, 2016, 130 Stat. 740.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, referred 

to in subsecs. (a), (b), (d), and (e)(1), is act June 25, 1938, 

ch. 675, 52 Stat. 1040, which is classified generally to 

chapter 9 (§ 301 et seq.) of this title. For complete clas-

sification of this Act to the Code, see section 301 of this 

title and Tables. 

Schedules II, III, IV, and V, referred to in subsecs. (a) 

to (c), are set out in section 812(c) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 114–198 added subsec. (f). 

2008—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–425 added subsec. (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 110–425 effective 180 days after 

Oct. 15, 2008, except as otherwise provided, see section 

3(j) of Pub. L. 110–425, set out as a note under section 

802 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on first day of seventh calendar 

month that begins after Oct. 26, 1970, see section 704 of 

Pub. L. 91–513, set out as a note under section 801 of 

this title. 

CONSTRUCTION OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 114–198, title VII, § 702(b), July 22, 2016, 130 

Stat. 741, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this section 

[amending this section] shall be construed to affect the 

authority of the Attorney General to allow a prescrip-

tion for a controlled substance in schedule III, IV, or V 

of section 202(c) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 

U.S.C. 812(c)) to be partially filled.’’ 

EFFECT OF SCHEDULING ON PRESCRIPTIONS 

Pub. L. 101–647, title XIX, § 1902(c), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 

Stat. 4852, provided that: ‘‘Any prescription for ana-

bolic steroids subject to refill on or after the date of en-

actment of the amendments made by this section [Nov. 

29, 1990] may be refilled without restriction under sec-

tion 309(a) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 

829(a)).’’ 

§ 830. Regulation of listed chemicals and certain 
machines 

(a) Record of regulated transactions 

(1) Each regulated person who engages in a 
regulated transaction involving a listed chemi-
cal, a tableting machine, or an encapsulating 
machine shall keep a record of the transaction 
for two years after the date of the transaction. 

(2) A record under this subsection shall be re-
trievable and shall include the date of the regu-
lated transaction, the identity of each party to 
the regulated transaction, a statement of the 

quantity and form of the listed chemical, a de-
scription of the tableting machine or encap-
sulating machine, and a description of the meth-
od of transfer. Such record shall be available for 
inspection and copying by the Attorney General. 

(3) It is the duty of each regulated person who 
engages in a regulated transaction to identify 
each other party to the transaction. It is the 
duty of such other party to present proof of 
identity to the regulated person. The Attorney 
General shall specify by regulation the types of 
documents and other evidence that constitute 
proof of identity for purposes of this paragraph. 

(b) Reports to Attorney General 

(1) Each regulated person shall report to the 
Attorney General, in such form and manner as 
the Attorney General shall prescribe by regula-
tion— 

(A) any regulated transaction involving an 
extraordinary quantity of a listed chemical, 
an uncommon method of payment or delivery, 
or any other circumstance that the regulated 
person believes may indicate that the listed 
chemical will be used in violation of this sub-
chapter; 

(B) any proposed regulated transaction with 
a person whose description or other identify-
ing characteristic the Attorney General fur-
nishes in advance to the regulated person; 

(C) any unusual or excessive loss or dis-
appearance of a listed chemical under the con-
trol of the regulated person; and 

(D) any regulated transaction in a tableting 
machine or an encapsulating machine. 

Each report under subparagraph (A) shall be 
made at the earliest practicable opportunity 
after the regulated person becomes aware of the 
circumstance involved. A regulated person may 
not complete a transaction with a person whose 
description or identifying characteristic is fur-
nished to the regulated person under subpara-
graph (B) unless the transaction is approved by 
the Attorney General. The Attorney General 
shall make available to regulated persons guid-
ance documents describing transactions and cir-
cumstances for which reports are required under 
subparagraph (A) and subparagraph (C). 

(2) A regulated person that manufactures a 
listed chemical shall report annually to the At-
torney General, in such form and manner and 
containing such specific data as the Attorney 
General shall prescribe by regulation, informa-
tion concerning listed chemicals manufactured 
by the person. The requirement of the preceding 
sentence shall not apply to the manufacture of 
a drug product that is exempted under section 
802(39)(A)(iv) of this title. 

(3) MAIL ORDER REPORTING.—(A) As used in this 
paragraph: 

(i) The term ‘‘drug product’’ means an active 
ingredient in dosage form that has been ap-
proved or otherwise may be lawfully marketed 
under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 1 [21 
U.S.C. 301 et seq.] for distribution in the 
United States. 

(ii) The term ‘‘valid prescription’’ means a 
prescription which is issued for a legitimate 
medical purpose by an individual practitioner 
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