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Various obsolete or superseded functions under Reor-
ganization Plan No. 8 of 1953 (22 U.S.C. 1461 note), which 
created the USIA, are superseded by this plan. Finally, 
the Plan abolishes a provision authorizing the Sec-
retary of State to pay the expenses of transporting the 
bodies of participants in exchange programs who die 
away from home, since State no longer will conduct 
such programs (22 U.S.C. 2670(e)). All functions abol-
ished by the reorganization are done so in compliance 
with section 903(b) of title 5 of the United States Code. 

After investigation, I have found that this reorga-
nization is necessary to carry out the policy set forth 
in section 901(a) of title 5 of the United States Code. 
The provisions in this Plan for the appointment and 
pay of the Director, Deputy Director, and Associate Di-
rectors of the Agency have been found by me to be nec-
essary by reason of the reorganization made by the 
plan and are at a rate applicable to comparable officers 
in the executive branch. 

In presenting this plan, I ask the support of Congress 
to strengthen and simplify the machinery by which we 
carry out these important functions of the United 
States Government. 

Such action will make us better able to project the 
great variety and vitality of American life to those 
abroad, and to enrich our own lives with a fuller knowl-
edge of the vitality and variety of other societies. 

The new Agency for International Communication 
will help us demonstrate ‘‘a decent respect for the opin-
ions of mankind,’’ and to deal intelligently with a 
world awakening to a new spirit of freedom. 

JIMMY CARTER. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 11, 1977. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12048. INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
AGENCY 

Ex. Ord. No. 12048, Mar. 27, 1978, 43 F.R. 13361, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12388, Oct. 14, 1982, 47 F.R. 
46245; Ex. Ord. No. 12608, Sept. 9, 1987, 52 F.R. 34617, pro-
vided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States of America, in-
cluding Section 11 of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1977 
(42 FR 62461 (December 13, 1977)) [set out above], Sec-
tion 202 of the Budget and Accounting Procedures Act 
of 1950 (31 U.S.C. 581c) [31 U.S.C. 1531], and Section 301 
of Title 3 of the United States Code, and as President 
of the United States of America, in order to provide for 
the establishment of the International Communication 
Agency, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. (a) Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1977 (42 
FR 62461), which establishes the International Commu-
nication Agency, except for Section 7(a)(14) thereof, is 
hereby effective. 

(b) Section 7(a)(14) of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 
1977, relating to the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Act of 
1968 [20 U.S.C. 80e et seq.], shall be effective on July 1, 
1978. 

SEC. 2. The functions vested in the Secretary of State 
by Executive Order No. 11312 are assigned and redele-
gated to the Director of the International Communica-
tion Agency. All authority vested in the United States 
Information Agency or its Director by Executive order 
is reassigned and redelegated to the International Com-
munication Agency or its Director, respectively. 

SEC. 3. In order to ensure appropriate coordination 
among the Executive agencies, the Director of the 
International Communication Agency shall exercise 
primary responsibility for Government-wide policy 
guidance for international informational, educational, 
and cultural activities, including exchange programs. 
The Director shall take into account the statutory 
functions of the other concerned Executive agencies. 

SEC. 4. The Director of the International Communica-
tion Agency, with the assistance of the Secretary of 
Education, shall prepare and submit to the President 
the reports which the President is to transmit to the 
Congress pursuant to Section 108(b) of the Mutual Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 2458). 

SEC. 5. The functions vested in the President by Sec-
tions 108(c) and 108(d) of the Mutual Educational and 
Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, as amended [22 U.S.C. 
2458(c) and (d)], are delegated to the Director of the 
International Communication Agency; because, (a) 
such a delegation is in the interest of the purposes ex-
pressed in that Act and the efficient administration of 
the programs undertaken pursuant thereto, (b) the Di-
rector is an appropriate official to perform those func-
tions, and (c) those functions are not now delegated to 
any other officer of the Government. 

SEC. 6. The Director of the International Communica-
tion Agency shall be the principal adviser to the Presi-
dent, the National Security Council, and the Secretary 
of State on international informational, educational, 
and cultural matters. As such, the Director shall pro-
vide advice within the policy formulation activities of 
the National Security Council when such matters are 
considered. The Director shall ensure that the senior 
official of the Agency at each diplomatic mission pro-
vides advice to the Chief of Mission on such matters. 
The scope of the Director’s advice shall include assess-
ments of the impact of actual and proposed United 
States foreign policy decisions on public opinion 
abroad. 

SEC. 7. The records, property, personnel, and unex-
pended balances of appropriations, available or to be 
made available, which relate to the functions trans-
ferred or reassigned, or redelegated as provided in this 
Order, are hereby transferred to the Director of the 
International Communication Agency. 

SEC. 8. The Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall make such determinations, issue such or-
ders, and take all actions, necessary or appropriate to 
effectuate the transfers or reassignments provided in 
this Order, including the transfer of funds, records, 
property, and personnel. 

SEC. 9. This Order shall be effective on April 1, 1978. 
SEC. 10. In accord with the name change provisions of 

Section 303 of Public Law 97–241 [set out as a note 
above] and effective on August 24, 1982, references in 
this Order to the International Communication Agency 
shall be deemed to be references to the United States 
Information Agency. 

[For abolition of United States Information Agency 
(other than Broadcasting Board of Governors and Inter-
national Broadcasting Bureau), transfer of functions, 
and treatment of references thereto, see sections 6531, 
6532, and 6551 of this title.] 

§ 1461–1. Mission of United States Information 
Agency 

The mission of the United States Information 
Agency shall be to further the national interest 
by improving United States relations with other 
countries and peoples through the broadest pos-
sible sharing of ideas, information, and edu-
cational and cultural activities. In carrying out 
this mission, the United States Information 
Agency shall, among other activities— 

(1) conduct Government-sponsored informa-
tion, educational, and cultural activities de-
signed— 

(A) to provide other peoples with a better 
understanding of the policies, values, insti-
tutions, and culture of the United States; 
and 

(B) within the statutory limits governing 
domestic activities of the Agency, to en-
hance understanding on the part of the Gov-
ernment and people of the United States of 
the history, culture, attitudes, perceptions, 
and aspirations of others; 

(2) encourage private institutions in the 
United States to develop their own exchange 
activities, and provide assistance for those ex-
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change activities which are in the broadest na-
tional interest; 

(3) coordinate international informational, 
educational, or cultural activities conducted 
or planned by departments and agencies of the 
United States Government; 

(4) assist in the development of a compre-
hensive national policy on international com-
munications; and 

(5) promote United States participation in 
international events relevant to the mission of 
the Agency. 

(Pub. L. 95–426, title II, § 202, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 
972; Pub. L. 97–241, title III, § 303(b), Aug. 24, 1982, 
96 Stat. 291.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1979, and not as part of 
the United States Information and Educational Ex-
change Act of 1948 which comprises this chapter. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘United States Information Agency’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘International Communication Agency’’ pursu-
ant to section 303(b) of Pub. L. 97–241, set out as a note 
under section 1461 of this title. United States Informa-
tion Agency (other than Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors and International Broadcasting Bureau) abol-
ished and functions transferred to Secretary of State, 
see sections 6531 and 6532 of this title. 

INCREASE IN FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF AGENCY FOR 
EXCHANGE-OF-PERSONS ACTIVITIES 

Pub. L. 95–426, title II, § 203, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 973, 
as amended by Pub. L. 97–241, title III, § 303(b), Aug. 24, 
1982, 96 Stat. 291, provided that: ‘‘The President shall, 
by a process of gradual expansion during the four-year 
period beginning October 1, 1979, increase significantly 
the financial resources expended annually by the 
United States Information Agency for exchange-of-per-
sons activities. The President shall prepare at an early 
date a general plan for the accomplishment of this goal 
and shall adjust that plan annually, as he finds appro-
priate, in consultation with the Congress.’’ 

§ 1461–1a. Clarification on domestic distribution 
of program material 

(a) In general 

No funds authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of State or the Broadcasting Board 
of Governors shall be used to influence public 
opinion in the United States. This section shall 
apply only to programs carried out pursuant to 
the United States Information and Educational 
Exchange Act of 1948 (22 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.), the 
United States International Broadcasting Act of 
1994 (22 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), the Radio Broadcast-
ing to Cuba Act (22 U.S.C. 1465 et seq.), and the 
Television Broadcasting to Cuba Act (22 U.S.C. 
1465aa et seq.). This section shall not prohibit or 
delay the Department of State or the Broadcast-
ing Board of Governors from providing informa-
tion about its operations, policies, programs, or 
program material, or making such available, to 
the media, public, or Congress, in accordance 
with other applicable law. 

(b) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Department of State or the Broad-
casting Board of Governors from engaging in 
any medium or form of communication, either 

directly or indirectly, because a United States 
domestic audience is or may be thereby exposed 
to program material, or based on a presumption 
of such exposure. Such material may be made 
available within the United States and dissemi-
nated, when appropriate, pursuant to sections 
502 and 1005 of the United States Information 
and Educational Exchange Act of 1948 (22 U.S.C. 
1462 and 1437), except that nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed to authorize the Depart-
ment of State or the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors to disseminate within the United States 
any program material prepared for dissemina-
tion abroad on or before the effective date of 
section 1078 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 

(c) Application 

The provisions of this section shall apply only 
to the Department of State and the Broadcast-
ing Board of Governors and to no other depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Government. 

(Pub. L. 99–93, title II, § 208, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 
431; Pub. L. 103–236, title II, § 232, Apr. 30, 1994, 
108 Stat. 424; Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, 
§ 1078(c), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 1958.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The United States Information and Educational Ex-
change Act of 1948, referred to in subsec. (a), is act Jan. 
27, 1948, ch. 36, 62 Stat. 6, which is classified generally 
to this chapter. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1431 of this title and Tables. 

The United States International Broadcasting Act of 
1994, referred to in subsec. (a), is title III of Pub. L. 
103–236, Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 432, which is classified 
principally to chapter 71 (§ 6201 et seq.) of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 6201 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Radio Broadcasting to Cuba Act, referred to in 
subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 98–111, Oct. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 749, 
which is classified generally to subchapter V–A (§ 1465 
et seq.) of this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1465 of this title and Tables. 

The Television Broadcasting to Cuba Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a), is part D of title II of Pub. L. 101–246, 
Feb. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 58, which is classified principally 
to subchapter V–B (§ 1465aa et seq.) of this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1465aa of this 
title and Tables. 

For the effective date of section 1078 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 [Pub. L. 
112–239], referred to in subsec. (b), see section 1078(e) of 
Pub. L. 112–239, set out as an Effective Date of 2013 
Amendment note under section 1437 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1986 and 1987, and not 
as part of the United States Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act of 1948 which comprises this 
chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Except as pro-
vided in section 1461 of this title and this section, no 
funds authorized to be appropriated to the United 
States Information Agency shall be used to influence 
public opinion in the United States, and no program 
material prepared by the United States Information 
Agency shall be distributed within the United States. 
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