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ed as referring to Committee on National Security of 
House of Representatives [now Committee on Armed 
Services of House of Representatives] in case of provi-
sions relating to interoceanic canals, Merchant Marine 
Academy and State Maritime Academies, or national 
security aspects of merchant marine by section 1(b)(3) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. 

§ 3873. Exemption from Metric Conversion Act of 
1975 

The Commission is exempt from the provisions 
of the Metric Conversion Act of 1975 (15 U.S.C. 
205a et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title III, § 3302, as added Pub. L. 
104–201, div. C, title XXXV, § 3547, Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2868.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Metric Conversion Act of 1975, referred to in sec-
tion catchline and text, is Pub. L. 94–168, Dec. 23, 1975, 
89 Stat. 1007, as amended, which is classified generally 
to subchapter II (§ 205a et seq.) of chapter 6 of Title 15, 
Commerce and Trade. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 205a of Title 15 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3302 of Pub. L. 96–70, title III, Sept. 27, 
1979, 93 Stat. 498, amended sections 305, 5102, 5316, 5342, 
5343, 5348, 5373, 5504, 5533, 5541, 5583, 6301, 6323, 8146, and 
8335 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, and sections 191, 195, and 196 of Title 50, War and 
National Defense, prior to general amendment by Pub. 
L. 104–201, div. C, title XXXV, § 3547, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 
Stat. 2868. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SERVICE 

For authority of Secretary of Commerce to establish 
a Foreign Commercial Service in Department of Com-
merce, see section 1–104 of Ex. Ord. No. 12188, Jan. 2, 
1980, 45 F.R. 991, as amended, set out as a note under 
section 2171 of Title 19, Customs Duties. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 3901. Congressional findings and objectives 

(a) The Congress finds that— 
(1) a career foreign service, characterized by 

excellence and professionalism, is essential in 
the national interest to assist the President 
and the Secretary of State in conducting the 
foreign affairs of the United States; 

(2) the scope and complexity of the foreign 
affairs of the Nation have heightened the need 
for a professional foreign service that will 
serve the foreign affairs interests of the 
United States in an integrated fashion and 
that can provide a resource of qualified per-
sonnel for the President, the Secretary of 
State, and the agencies concerned with foreign 
affairs; 

(3) the Foreign Service of the United States, 
established under the Act of May 24, 1924 (com-
monly known as the Rogers Act) and con-
tinued by the Foreign Service Act of 1946, 
must be preserved, strengthened, and im-
proved in order to carry out its mission effec-
tively in response to the complex challenges of 
modern diplomacy and international relations; 

(4) the members of the Foreign Service 
should be representative of the American peo-
ple, aware of the principles and history of the 
United States and informed of current con-
cerns and trends in American life, knowledge-
able of the affairs, cultures, and languages of 
other countries, and available to serve in as-
signments throughout the world; and 
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