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REPEALS 

Act Mar. 3, 1927, cited as a credit to this section, was 
repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
647. 

ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS 

Annual appropriations to meet the obligations of 
membership in various international organizations 
were contained in acts listed in a note set out under 
section 269a of this title. 

§ 277a. Investigations of commission; construc-
tion of works or projects 

The Secretary of State, acting through the 
American Commissioner, International Bound-
ary Commission, United States and Mexico, is 
further authorized to conduct technical and 
other investigations relating to the defining, de-
marcation, fencing, or monumentation of the 
land and water boundary between the United 
States and Mexico, to flood control, water re-
sources, conservation, and utilization of water, 
sanitation and prevention of pollution, channel 
rectification, stabilization, drainage of trans-
boundary storm waters, and other related mat-
ters upon the international boundary between 
the United States and Mexico; and to construct 
and maintain fences, monuments and other de-
marcations of the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico, and sewer systems, 
water systems, and electric light, power and gas 
systems crossing the international border, and 
to continue such work and operations through 
the American Commissioner as are now in 
progress and are authorized by law. 

The President is authorized and empowered to 
construct, operate, and maintain on the Rio 
Grande River below Fort Quitman, Texas, any 
and all works or projects which are rec-
ommended to the President as the result of such 
investigations and by the President are deemed 
necessary and proper. 

(May 13, 1924, ch. 153, § 2, 43 Stat. 118; Mar. 3, 
1927, ch. 381, § 2, 44 Stat. 1403; Aug. 19, 1935, ch. 
561, 49 Stat. 660; Pub. L. 101–246, title IV, 
§ 412(b)(2), Feb. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 70.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–246 inserted reference to drainage of 
transboundary storm waters. 

1935—Act Aug. 19, 1935, amended section generally. 
1927—Act Mar. 3, 1927, increased appropriation from 

$20,000 to $50,000. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

International Boundary Commission, United States 
and Mexico, American section, to which powers, duties, 
and functions of International Water Commission, 
United States and Mexico, American section, were 
transferred by act June 30, 1932, ch. 314, pt. II, title V, 
§ 510, 47 Stat. 417, reconstituted as International Bound-
ary and Water Commission by Water Treaty of 1944. 

REPEALS 

Act Mar. 3, 1927, cited as a credit to this section, was 
repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
647. 

WATER RESOURCES PLANNING 

Jurisdiction, powers, or prerogatives of the Inter-
national Boundary and Water Commission, United 
States and Mexico, unaffected by Water Resources 
Planning Act, see section 1962–1 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. 

§ 277b. Works or projects under treaty 

(a) Construction, operation, maintenance, and 
supervision; sewage interceptor system 

The President is further authorized (1) to con-
struct any project or works which may be pro-
vided for in a treaty entered into with Mexico 
and to repair, protect, maintain, or complete 
works now existing or now under construction 
or those that may be constructed under the 
treaty provisions aforesaid; and to construct 
any project or works designed to facilitate com-
pliance with the provisions of treaties between 
the United States and Mexico; (2) to operate and 
maintain any project or works so constructed 
or, subject to such rules and regulations for con-
tinuing supervision by the said American Com-
missioner or any Federal agency as the Presi-
dent may cause to be promulgated, to turn over 
the operation and maintenance of such project 
or works to any Federal agency, or any State, 
county, municipality, district, or other political 
subdivision within which such project or works 
may be in whole or in part situated, upon such 
terms, conditions, and requirements as the 
President may deem appropriate; and (3) to 
carry out preliminary surveys, operations, and 
maintenance of the interceptor system con-
structed to intercept sewage flows from Tijuana 
from selected canyon areas. 

(b) Rio Grande bank protection project 

Expenditures for the Rio Grande bank protec-
tion project shall be subject to the provisions 
and conditions made with respect to that 
project in the first undesignated paragraph 
under the heading ‘‘INTERNATIONAL OBLIGA-
TIONS’’ contained in the Act of April 25, 1945 (59 
Stat. 89). 

(c) Anzalduas diversion dam 

The Anzalduas diversion dam shall not be op-
erated for irrigation or water supply purposes in 
the United States unless suitable arrangements 
have been made with the prospective water 
users for repayment to the Government of the 
United States for such portions of the dam as 
shall have been allocated to such purposes by 
the Secretary of State. 

(d) Improvements to Rio Grande Canalization 
Project 

Pursuant to the authority of subsection (a) 
and in order to facilitate further compliance 
with the terms of the Convention for Equitable 
Distribution of the Waters of the Rio Grande, 
May 21, 1906, United States-Mexico, the Sec-
retary of State, acting through the United 
States Commissioner of the International 
Boundary and Water Commission, may make 
improvements to the Rio Grande Canalization 
Project, originally authorized by the Act of Au-
gust 29, 1935 (49 Stat. 961). Such improvements 
may include all such works as may be needed to 
stabilize the Rio Grande in the reach between 
the Percha Diversion Dam in New Mexico and 
the American Diversion Dam in El Paso. 

(May 13, 1924, ch. 153, § 3, as added Aug. 19, 1935, 
ch. 561, 49 Stat. 660; amended Pub. L. 101–246, 
title IV, § 412(b)(1), Feb. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 70; 
Pub. L. 104–319, title I, § 104, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3866.) 
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1 See Repeal; Savings Provision note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The first undesignated paragraph under the heading 
‘‘INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS’’ contained in the Act of 
April 25, 1945 (59 Stat. 89), referred to in subsec. (b), is 
not classified to the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–319 added subsec. (d). 
1990—Pub. L. 101–246 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), redesignated cls. (a) and (b) as (1) and (2), 
respectively, added cl. (3), and added subsecs. (b) and 
(c). 

§ 277c. Agreements with political subdivisions; 
acquisition of lands 

In order to carry out the provisions of sections 
277 to 277d of this title, the President, or any 
Federal agency he may designate is authorized, 
(a) in his discretion, to enter into agreements 
with any one or more of said political subdivi-
sions, in connection with the construction of 
any project or works provided for in paragraph 
(2) of section 277a and section 277b of this title, 
under the terms of which agreements there shall 
be furnished to the United States, gratuitously, 
except for the examination and approval of 
titles, the lands or easements in lands necessary 
for the construction, operation, and mainte-
nance in whole or in part of any such project or 
works, or for the assumption by one or more of 
any such political subdivisions making such 
agreement, of the operation and maintenance of 
such project or works in whole or in part upon 
the completion thereof: Provided, however, That 
when an agreement is reached that necessary 
lands or easements shall be provided by any 
such political subdivision and for the future op-
eration and maintenance by it of a project or 
works or a part thereof, in the discretion of the 
President the title to such lands and easements 
for such projects or works need not be required 
to be conveyed to the United States but may be 
required only to be vested in and remain in such 
political subdivision; (b) to acquire by purchase, 
exercise of the power of eminent domain, or by 
donation, any real or personal property which 
may be necessary; (c) 1 to withdraw from sale, 
public entry or disposal of such public lands of 
the United States as he may find to be necessary 
and thereupon the Secretary of the Interior 
shall cause the lands so designated to be with-
drawn from any public entry whatsoever, and 
from sale, disposal, location or settlement under 
the mining laws or any other law relating to the 
public domain and shall cause such withdrawal 
to appear upon the records in the appropriate 
land office having jurisdiction over such lands, 
and such lands may be used for carrying out the 
purposes of sections 277 to 277d of this title: Pro-

vided, That any such withdrawal may subse-
quently be revoked by the President; and (d) to 
make or approve all necessary rules and regula-
tions. 

(May 13, 1924, ch. 153, § 4, as added Aug. 19, 1935, 
ch. 561, 49 Stat. 660; amended May 22, 1936, ch. 
447, 49 Stat. 1370.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1936—Act May 22, 1936, inserted ‘‘paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 277a’’. 

REPEAL; SAVINGS PROVISION 

Clause (c), except the proviso thereof, repealed by 
Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2792, effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976. Such repeal not 
to be construed as terminating any valid lease, permit, 
patent, etc., existing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of 
Pub. L. 94–579, set out as a note under section 1701 of 
Title 43, Public Lands. 

§ 277d. Funds received from Mexico; expenditure 

Any moneys contributed by or received from 
the United Mexican States, the North American 
Development Bank, or the Border Environment 
Cooperation Commission for the purpose of co-
operating or assisting in carrying out the provi-
sions of sections 277 to 277d of this title shall be 
available for expenditure in connection with any 
appropriation which may be made for the pur-
poses of such sections. 

(May 13, 1924, ch. 153, § 5, as added Aug. 19, 1935, 
ch. 561, 49 Stat. 660; amended Pub. L. 107–228, div. 
A, title II, § 210, Sept. 30, 2002, 116 Stat. 1365.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–228 inserted ‘‘, the North American 
Development Bank, or the Border Environment Co-
operation Commission’’ after ‘‘United Mexican States’’. 

§ 277d–1. Authorizations for Mexican treaty 
projects; acquisition of lands for relocation 
purposes; contracts and conveyances 

The Secretary of State, acting through the 
United States Commissioner, International 
Boundary and Water Commission, United States 
and Mexico (herein referred to as the ‘‘Commis-
sion’’), in connection with any project under the 
jurisdiction of the United States Section, Inter-
national Boundary and Water Commission, 
United States and Mexico, is authorized: (a) to 
purchase, or condemn, lands, or interests in 
lands, for relocation of highways, roadways, 
railroads, telegraph, telephone, or electric 
transmission lines, or any other properties 
whatsoever, the relocation of which, in the judg-
ment of the said Commissioner, is necessitated 
by the construction or operation and mainte-
nance of any such project, and to perform any or 
all work involved in said relocations on said 
lands, or interests in lands, other lands, or inter-
ests in lands, owned and held by the United 
States in connection with the construction or 
operation and maintenance of any such project, 
or properties not owned by the United States; 
(b) to enter into contracts with the owners of 
the said properties whereby they undertake to 
acquire any, or all, property needed for said re-
location, or to perform any, or all, work in-
volved in said relocations; and (c) for the pur-
pose of effecting completely said relocations, to 
convey, or exchange Government properties ac-
quired or improved under clause (a) of this sec-
tion, with or without improvements, or other 
properties owned and held by the United States 
in connection with the construction or oper-
ation and maintenance of said project, or to 
grant term or perpetual easements therein or 
thereover. Grants or conveyances hereunder 
shall be by instruments executed by the Sec-
retary of State without regard to provisions of 
law governing the patenting of public lands. 

(Sept. 13, 1950, ch. 948, title I, § 101, 64 Stat. 846.) 
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