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(1) for transfer to Mexico as provided in
said convention;

(2) for construction of that portion of the
new river channel and the adjoining levee in
the territory of the United States;

(3) for relocation of highways, roadways,
railroads, telegraph, telephone, electric
transmission lines, bridges, related facili-
ties, and any publicly owned structure or fa-
cility, the relocation of which, in the judg-
ment of the said Commissioner, is neces-
sitated by the project.

c. For the purpose of effecting said reloca-
tions—

(1) to perform any or all work involved in
said relocations;

(2) to enter into contracts with the owners
of properties to be relocated whereby they
undertake to acquire any or all properties
needed for said relocations, or undertake to
perform any or all work involved in said re-
locations;

(3) to convey or exchange properties ac-
quired or improved by the United States
under sections 277d-17 to 277d-25 of this title
or under said convention, with or without
improvements, or to grant term or perpetual
easements therein or thereover.

(Pub. L. 88-300, §1, Apr. 29, 1964, 78 Stat. 184.)

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of part of section 1 of Pub. L.
88-300. Remainder of section 1 is set out as a Short
Title note below.

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 88-300, §1, Apr. 29, 1964, 78 Stat. 184, provided
in part: “That this Act [enacting this section and sec-
tions 277d-18 to 277d-25 of this title] may be cited as the
‘American-Mexican Chamizal Convention Act of 1964’.”

§277d-18. Construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of works; Bridge of the Americas

(a) In general

The United States Commissioner is authorized
to construct, operate, and maintain all works
provided for in said convention and sections
277d-17 to 277d-25 of this title, and to turn over
the operation and maintenance of any such
works to any Federal agency, or any State,
county, municipality, district, or other political
subdivision within which such project or works
may be in whole or in part situated, upon such
terms, conditions, and requirements as the Com-
missioner may deem appropriate.

(b) Bridge of the Americas

The United States Commissioner is authorized
to receive payments of money from public or
private sources in the United States or Mexico
made for the purpose of sharing in the cost of
operations, maintenance, and replacement of
the Bridge of the Americas which crosses the
Rio Grande between El Paso, Texas, and Cd.
Juarez, Chihuahua. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, such payments of money shall
be credited to any appropriation to the Commis-
sion which is currently available. Funds re-
ceived under this subsection shall be available
only for the replacement of such bridge.

TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE

§277d-19

(c) Advance appropriations

The authority of subsection (b) may be exer-
cised only to the extent or in such amounts as
are provided in advance in appropriation Acts.

(Pub. L. 88-300, §2, Apr. 29, 1964, 78 Stat. 184; Pub.
L. 103-236, title IV, §423(a), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat.
457; Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(7) [div. A,
title VII, §703], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536,
1501A-460.)

AMENDMENTS

1999—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106-113 inserted ‘‘operations,
maintenance, and’ after ‘‘cost of’’.

1994—Pub. L. 103-236 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c).

§277d-19. Compensation of owners and tenants
to prevent economic injury; regulations

The United States Commissioner, under regu-
lations approved by the Secretary of State, and
upon application of the owners and tenants of
lands to be acquired by the United States to ful-
fill and accomplish the purposes of said conven-
tion, and to the extent administratively deter-
mined by the Commissioner to be fair and rea-
sonable, is authorized to—

a. Reimburse the owners and tenants for ex-
penses and other losses and damages incurred
by them in the process and as a direct result
of such moving of themselves, their families,
and their possessions as is occasioned by said
acquisition: Provided, That the total of such
reimbursement to the owners and tenants of
any parcel of land shall in no event exceed 25
per centum of its fair value, as determined by
the Commissioner. No payment under this sub-
section shall be made unless application there-
for is supported by an itemized and certified
statement of the expenses, losses, and dam-
ages incurred.

b. Compensate the said owners and tenants
for identifiable, reasonable, and satisfactorily
proved costs and losses to owners and tenants
over and above those reimbursed under the
foregoing subsection in the categories herein-
after provided, and for which purpose there
shall be established by the Commissioner a
board of examiners, consisting of such person-
nel employed and compensation fixed as he
deems advisable, without regard to the provi-
sions of the civil service laws and chapter 51
and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5. Said
board may hold hearings and shall examine
submitted evidence and make determinations,
subject to the Commissioner’s approval, re-
garding all claims in said categories as fol-
lows:

(1) For properties—

(a) For nonconforming abodes and mini-
mum forms of shelter for which there are no
comparable properties on the market in the
city of El Paso and concerning which fair
market value would be inadequate to find
minimum housing of equal utility, com-
pensation to the owner up to an amount
which when added to the market value al-
lowed for his property, including land val-
ues, would enable purchase of minimum hab-
itable housing of similar utility in another
residential section of said city.
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