§6216

(Pub. L. 107-148, §2, Mar. 11, 2002, 116 Stat. 64.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The United States Information and Educational Ex-
change Act of 1948, referred to in subsec. (¢), is act Jan.
27, 1948, ch. 36, 62 Stat. 6, as amended, which is classi-
fied generally to chapter 18 (§1431 et seq.) of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1431 of this title,
and Tables.

The United States International Broadcasting Act of
1994, referred to in subsec. (c), is title III of Pub. L.
103-236, Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 432, as amended, which is
classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 6201 of this title and Tables.

The Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of
1998, referred to in subsec. (¢), is division G of Pub. L.
105277, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-761, as amended. For
complete classification of division G to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 6501 of this title
and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Radio Free Af-
ghanistan Act, and not as part of the United States
International Broadcasting Act of 1994 which comprises
this chapter.

§ 6216. Special authority for surge capacity

(a) Emergency authority
(1) In general

Whenever the President determines it to be
important to the national interests of the
United States and so certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees, the Presi-
dent, on such terms and conditions as the
President may determine, is authorized to di-
rect any department, agency, or other entity
of the United States to furnish the Broadcast-
ing Board of Governors with such assistance
outside the United States as may be necessary
to provide international broadcasting activi-
ties of the United States with a surge capacity
to support United States foreign policy objec-
tives during a crisis abroad.

(2) Supersedes existing law

The authority of paragraph (1) shall super-
sede any other provision of law.

(3) Surge capacity defined

In this subsection, the term ‘‘surge capac-
ity” means the financial and technical re-
sources necessary to carry out broadcasting
activities in a geographical area during a cri-
sis abroad.

(4) Duration

The President is authorized to exercise the
authority provided in subsection (a)(1) for a
period of up to six months, which may be re-
newed for one additional six month period.

(b) Authorization of appropriations
(1) In general

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the President such sums as may be necessary
for the President to carry out this section, ex-
cept that no such amount may be appropriated
which, when added to amounts previously ap-
propriated for such purpose but not yet obli-
gated, would cause such amounts to exceed
$25,000,000.
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(2) Availability of funds

Amounts appropriated pursuant to the au-
thorization of appropriations in this sub-
section are authorized to remain available
until expended.

(3) Designation of appropriations

Amounts appropriated pursuant to the au-
thorization of appropriations in this sub-
section may be referred to as the ‘‘United
States International Broadcasting Surge Ca-
pacity Fund’.

(c) Report

The annual report submitted to the President
and Congress by the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors under section 6204(a)(9) of this title shall
provide a detailed description of any activities
carried out under this section.

(Pub. L. 103-236, title III, §316, as added Pub. L.
110-53, title XX, §2031(c), Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat.
516.)

FINDING; SENSE OF CONGRESS

Pub. L. 110-53, title XX, §2031(a), (b), Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 515, provided that:

‘‘(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the report of the
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the
United States stated that ‘Recognizing that Arab and
Muslim audiences rely on satellite television and radio,
the government has begun some promising initiatives
in television and radio broadcasting to the Arab world,
Iran, and Afghanistan. These efforts are beginning to
reach large audiences. The Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors has asked for much larger resources. It should
get them.’.

‘“(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

‘(1) the United States needs to improve its commu-
nication of information and ideas to people in foreign
countries, particularly in countries with significant
Muslim populations; and

‘(2) public diplomacy should reaffirm the para-
mount commitment of the United States to demo-
cratic principles, including preserving the civil lib-
erties of all the people of the United States, including
Muslim-Americans.”
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