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(2) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.

(Pub. L. 111-73, title III, §302, Oct. 15, 2009, 123
Stat. 2077.)
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§8501. Findings

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The illicit nuclear activities of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, combined with its develop-
ment of unconventional weapons and ballistic
missiles and its support for international ter-
rorism, represent a threat to the security of
the United States, its strong ally Israel, and
other allies of the United States around the
world.

(2) The United States and other responsible
countries have a vital interest in working to-
gether to prevent the Government of Iran
from acquiring a nuclear weapons capability.

(3) The International Atomic Energy Agency
has repeatedly called attention to Iran’s illicit
nuclear activities and, as a result, the United
Nations Security Council has adopted a range
of sanctions designed to encourage the Gov-
ernment of Iran to suspend those activities
and comply with its obligations under the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, done at Washington, London, and
Moscow July 1, 1968, and entered into force
March 5, 1970 (commonly known as the ‘‘Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty”’).

(4) The serious and urgent nature of the
threat from Iran demands that the United
States work together with its allies to do ev-
erything possible—diplomatically, politically,
and economically—to prevent Iran from ac-
quiring a nuclear weapons capability.

(5) The United States and its major Euro-
pean allies, including the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany, have advocated that
sanctions be strengthened should inter-
national diplomatic efforts fail to achieve ver-
ifiable suspension of Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment program and an end to its nuclear weap-
ons program and other illicit nuclear activi-
ties.

(6) The Government of Iran continues to en-
gage in serious, systematic, and ongoing viola-
tions of human rights, including suppression
of freedom of expression and religious free-
dom, illegitimately prolonged detention, tor-
ture, and executions. Such violations have in-
creased in the aftermath of the fraudulent
presidential election in Iran on June 12, 2009.

(7) The Government of Iran has been unre-
sponsive to President Obama’s unprecedented
and serious efforts at engagement, revealing
that the Government of Iran is not interested
in a diplomatic resolution, as made clear, for
example, by the following:

(A) Iran’s apparent rejection of the Tehran
Research Reactor plan, generously offered
by the United States and its partners, of po-
tentially great benefit to the people of Iran,
and endorsed by Iran’s own negotiators in
October 2009.

(B) Iran’s ongoing clandestine nuclear pro-
gram, as evidenced by its work on the secret
uranium enrichment facility at Qom, its
subsequent refusal to cooperate fully with
inspectors from the International Atomic
Energy Agency, and its announcement that
it would build 10 new uranium enrichment
facilities.

(C) Iran’s official notification to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency that it
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