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modes of transportation which conserve energy, reduce 
pollution, and reduce traffic congestion. The Secretary 
is directed to assist both public and private employers 
and employees who wish to establish carpooling and 
vanpooling programs where they are needed and de-
sired, and to assist local and State governments, and 
their instrumentalities, in encouraging such modes by 
removing legal and regulatory barriers to such pro-
grams, supporting existing carpooling and vanpooling 
programs, and providing technical assistance, for the 
purpose of increasing participation in such modes. 

‘‘(e) The Secretary of Transportation is authorized to 
make grants and loans to States, counties, municipali-
ties, metropolitan planning organizations, and other 
units of local and regional government consistent with 
the policy of subsection (d) of this section. Such grants 
and loans shall be awarded in a manner which empha-
sizes energy conservation, although the Secretary may 
use other factors as he deems appropriate. The Federal 
share of the costs of any project approved under this 
subsection shall not exceed 75 per centum. No grant 
awarded under this subsection may be used for the pur-
chase or lease of vehicles. 

‘‘(f) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, 
out of the Highway Trust Fund, not to exceed $1,000,000 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1979, $1,000,000 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1980, and 
$1,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1981, 
for expenditures incurred by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation in carrying out the provisions of subsection (d) 
of this section, and $3,000,000 for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1979, and $9,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1980, for the purpose of carrying out 
the program described in subsection (e) of this section. 

‘‘(g) The Secretary of Transportation shall not ap-
prove any project under subsection (d) or (e) of this sec-
tion or under section 146 of title 23, United States Code; 
which will have an adverse effect on any mass transpor-
tation system. 

‘‘(h) The Secretary of Transportation is directed to 
study the administrative effectiveness of carpooling 
and vanpooling programs within the Department of 
Transportation, including programs of the Federal 
Highway Administration, the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration, and the Office of the Secretary. Such study 
shall be completed no later than September 30, 1979. 
Upon completion of such study, the Secretary shall 
propose a plan to centralize or modify such programs to 
make delivery of services and grants more efficient, 
more cost-effective, and to avoid duplication of effort. 
Such plan shall list statutory changes needed to imple-
ment such a plan, which shall be sent to Congress no 
later than March 30, 1980.’’ 

[‘‘Federal Transit Administration’’ substituted for 
‘‘Urban Mass Transit Administration’’ in section 126(h) 
of Pub. L. 95–599, set out above, pursuant to section 
3004(a) of Pub. L. 102–240, set out as a note under sec-
tion 107 of Title 49, Transportation.] 

FEDERAL FACILITY RIDESHARING PROGRAM 

For provisions relating to the Federal Facilities 
Ridesharing Program, see Ex. Ord. No. 12191, Feb. 1, 
1980, 45 F.R. 7997, set out as a note under section 6361 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 147. Construction of ferry boats and ferry ter-
minal facilities 

(a) PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a 
program for construction of ferry boats and 
ferry terminal facilities in accordance with sec-
tion 129(c). 

(b) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the 
cost of construction of ferry boats, ferry termi-
nals, and ferry maintenance facilities under this 
section shall be 80 percent. 

(c) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Of the amounts 
made available to ferry systems and public enti-
ties responsible for developing ferries under this 

section for a fiscal year, 100 percent shall be al-
located in accordance with the formula set forth 
in subsection (d). 

(d) FORMULA.—Of the amounts allocated under 
subsection (c)— 

(1) 35 percent shall be allocated among eligi-
ble entities in the proportion that— 

(A) the number of ferry passengers, includ-
ing passengers in vehicles, carried by each 
ferry system in the most recent calendar 
year for which data is available; bears to 

(B) the number of ferry passengers, includ-
ing passengers in vehicles, carried by all 
ferry systems in the most recent calendar 
year for which data is available; 

(2) 35 percent shall be allocated among eligi-
ble entities in the proportion that— 

(A) the number of vehicles carried by each 
ferry system in the most recent calendar 
year for which data is available; bears to 

(B) the number of vehicles carried by all 
ferry systems in the most recent calendar 
year for which data is available; and 

(3) 30 percent shall be allocated among eligi-
ble entities in the proportion that— 

(A) the total route nautical miles serviced 
by each ferry system in the most recent cal-
endar year for which data is available; bears 
to 

(B) the total route nautical miles serviced 
by all ferry systems in the most recent cal-
endar year for which data is available. 

(e) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNOBLIGATED 
AMOUNTS.—The Secretary shall— 

(1) withdraw amounts allocated to an eligi-
ble entity under subsection (c) that remain 
unobligated by the end of the third fiscal year 
following the fiscal year for which the 
amounts were allocated; and 

(2) in the subsequent fiscal year, redistribute 
the amounts referred to in paragraph (1) in ac-
cordance with the formula under subsection 
(d) among eligible entities for which no 
amounts were withdrawn under paragraph (1). 

(f) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (c), a State with an eligible entity that 
meets the requirements of this section shall re-
ceive not less than $100,000 under this section for 
a fiscal year. 

(g) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) DATA COLLECTION.— 

(A) NATIONAL FERRY DATABASE.—Amounts 
made available for a fiscal year under this 
section shall be allocated using the most re-
cent data available, as collected and im-
puted in accordance with the national ferry 
database established under section 1801(e) of 
SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 129 note). 

(B) ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING.—To be eligi-
ble to receive funds under subsection (c), 
data shall have been submitted in the most 
recent collection of data for the national 
ferry database under section 1801(e) of 
SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 129 note) for at 
least 1 ferry service within the State. 

(2) ADJUSTMENTS.—On review of the data 
submitted under paragraph (1)(B), the Sec-
retary may make adjustments to the data as 
the Secretary determines necessary to correct 
misreported or inconsistent data. 
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(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated out of the High-
way Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit 
Account) to carry out this section $80,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2016 through 2020. 

(i) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.—Notwithstanding 
section 118(b), funds made available to carry out 
this section shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(j) APPLICABILITY.—All provisions of this chap-
ter that are applicable to the National Highway 
System, other than provisions relating to appor-
tionment formula and Federal share, shall apply 
to funds made available to carry out this sec-
tion, except as determined by the Secretary to 
be inconsistent with this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–87, title I, § 126(a), Aug. 13, 
1973, 87 Stat. 263; amended Pub. L. 94–280, title I, 
§ 130, May 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 440; Pub. L. 105–178, 
title I, § 1212(a)(2)(A)(i), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
193; Pub. L. 109–59, title I, § 1801(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 
119 Stat. 1455; Pub. L. 112–141, div. A, title I, 
§ 1121(a), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 493; Pub. L. 114–94, 
div. A, title I, § 1112(a), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 
1345.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–94, § 1112(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Program’’ for ‘‘In General’’ in heading. 

Subsecs. (d) to (j). Pub. L. 114–94, § 1112(a)(2), added 
subsecs. (d) to (j) and struck out former subsecs. (d) to 
(g) which related to formula for determining allocation 
amounts, authorization of appropriations, period of 
availability of funds, and applicability of chapter, re-
spectively. 

2012—Subsecs. (c) to (g). Pub. L. 112–141 added sub-
secs. (c) to (e), redesignated former subsecs. (e) and (f) 
as (f) and (g), respectively, and struck out former sub-
secs. (c) and (d) which related to allocation of funds and 
set-aside for projects on National Highway System, re-
spectively. 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 amended section catchline and 
text generally, substituting provisions relating to pro-
gram for construction of ferry boats and ferry terminal 
facilities for provisions relating to selection of high 
traffic sections of highways as priority primary routes 
for priority of improvement to supplement the service 
provided by the Interstate System by furnishing needed 
adequate traffic collector and distributor facilities. 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–178 substituted ‘‘State 
transportation department’’ for ‘‘State highway de-
partment’’. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–280 amended subsec. (b) 
generally, striking out apportionment provisions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–94 effective Oct. 1, 2015, 
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114–94, set out as a note 
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 
see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-
tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 
under section 101 of this title. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Pub. L. 109–59, title I, § 1801(d), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 
1456, provided that: ‘‘In addition to amounts made 
available to carry out section 147 of title 23, United 
States Code, by section 1101 of this Act [119 Stat. 1153], 
there are authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out such section 147 for fis-
cal year 2006 and each fiscal year thereafter. Such funds 
shall remain available until expended.’’ 

§ 148. Highway safety improvement program 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) HIGH RISK RURAL ROAD.—The term ‘‘high 
risk rural road’’ means any roadway function-
ally classified as a rural major or minor col-
lector or a rural local road with significant 
safety risks, as defined by a State in accord-
ance with an updated State strategic highway 
safety plan. 

(2) HIGHWAY BASEMAP.—The term ‘‘highway 
basemap’’ means a representation of all public 
roads that can be used to geolocate attribute 
data on a roadway. 

(3) HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘highway safety improve-
ment program’’ means projects, activities, 
plans, and reports carried out under this sec-
tion. 

(4) HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘highway safe-

ty improvement project’’ means strategies, 
activities, and projects on a public road that 
are consistent with a State strategic high-
way safety plan and— 

(i) correct or improve a hazardous road 
location or feature; or 

(ii) address a highway safety problem. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘highway safe-
ty improvement project’’ only includes a 
project for 1 or more of the following: 

(i) An intersection safety improvement. 
(ii) Pavement and shoulder widening (in-

cluding addition of a passing lane to rem-
edy an unsafe condition). 

(iii) Installation of rumble strips or an-
other warning device, if the rumble strips 
or other warning devices do not adversely 
affect the safety or mobility of bicyclists 
and pedestrians, including persons with 
disabilities. 

(iv) Installation of a skid-resistant sur-
face at an intersection or other location 
with a high frequency of crashes. 

(v) An improvement for pedestrian or bi-
cyclist safety or safety of persons with dis-
abilities. 

(vi) Construction and improvement of a 
railway-highway grade crossing safety fea-
ture, including installation of protective 
devices. 

(vii) The conduct of a model traffic en-
forcement activity at a railway-highway 
crossing. 

(viii) Construction of a traffic calming 
feature. 

(ix) Elimination of a roadside hazard. 
(x) Installation, replacement, and other 

improvement of highway signage and pave-
ment markings, or a project to maintain 
minimum levels of retroreflectivity, that 
addresses a highway safety problem con-
sistent with a State strategic highway 
safety plan. 

(xi) Installation of a priority control sys-
tem for emergency vehicles at signalized 
intersections. 

(xii) Installation of a traffic control or 
other warning device at a location with 
high crash potential. 
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