
Page 3503 TITLE 26—INTERNAL REVENUE CODE § 6511 

1969—Par. (8). Pub. L. 91–172 struck out par. (8). 
1964—Par. (3). Pub. L. 88–272 substituted ‘‘with respect 

to the’’ for ‘‘to take’’. 
1958—Par. (15). Pub. L. 85–866 added par. (15). 
1956—Par. (13). Act. Apr. 2, 1956, added par. (13). 
Par. (14). Act June 29, 1956, added par. (14). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–74 applicable to returns 
filed for partnership taxable years beginning after Dec. 
31, 2017, with certain exceptions, see section 1101(g) of 
Pub. L. 114–74, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 6221 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–34 applicable to sales and 
exchanges after May 6, 1997, with certain exceptions, 
see section 312(d) of Pub. L. 105–34, set out as a note 
under section 121 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1986, see section 151(a) of 
Pub. L. 99–514, set out as a note under section 1 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–424 applicable with respect 
to articles sold after Jan. 6, 1983, see section 515(c) of 
Pub. L. 97–424, set out as a note under section 34 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–248 applicable to partner-
ship taxable years beginning after Sept. 3, 1982, with 
provision for applicability of amendment to any part-
nership taxable year ending after Sept. 3, 1982, if part-
nership, each partner, and each indirect partner re-
quests such application and Secretary of the Treasury 
or his delegate consents to such application, see section 
407(a)(1), (3) of Pub. L. 97–248, set out as a note under 
section 702 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–618 effective on first day of 
first calendar month which begins more than 10 days 
after Nov. 9, 1978, see section 233(d) of Pub. L. 95–618, set 
out as a note under section 34 of this title. 

Amendment by section 405(c)(6) of Pub. L. 95–600 ap-
plicable to sales and exchanges of residences after July 
26, 1978, in taxable years ending after such date, see sec-
tion 405(d) of Pub. L. 95–600, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1038 of this title. 

Amendment by section 703(j)(10) of Pub. L. 95–600 ef-
fective Oct. 4, 1976, see section 703(r) of Pub. L. 95–600, 
set out as a note under section 46 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–30 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1976, see section 106(a) of 
Pub. L. 95–30, set out as a note under section 1 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1203(h)(2) of Pub. L. 94–455 ap-
plicable to documents prepared after Dec. 31, 1976, see 
section 1203(j) of Pub. L. 94–455, set out as a note under 
section 7701 of this title. 

Amendment by section 1901(b)(31)(D), (36)(C), (37)(D), 
(39)(B) of Pub. L. 94–455 applicable with respect to tax-
able years beginning after Dec. 31, 1976, see section 
1901(d) of Pub. L. 94–455, set out as a note under section 
2 of this title. 

Amendment by section 1906(a)(32) of Pub. L. 94–455 ef-
fective on first day of first month which begins more 
than 90 days after Oct. 4, 1976, see section 1906(d)(1) of 
Pub. L. 94–455, set out as a note under section 6013 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–625 effective July 1, 1975, 
and applicable to amounts outstanding on such date or 
arising thereafter, see section 7(e) of Pub. L. 93–625, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 6621 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–614 applicable with respect 
to decedents dying after Dec. 31, 1970, see section 101(j) 
of Pub. L. 91–614, set out as a note under section 2032 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Amendment Pub. L. 91–172 applicable to taxable years 
beginning after Dec. 31, 1969, see section 213(d) of Pub. 
L. 91–172, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 183 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 88–272 effective, except for 
purposes of section 21 of this title, with respect to tax-
able years beginning after Dec. 31, 1963, see section 131 
of Pub. L. 88–272, set out as a note under section 1 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–866 effective Aug. 17, 1954, 
see section 1(c)(2) of Pub. L. 85–866, set out as a note 
under section 165 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by act June 29, 1956, effective June 29, 
1956, see section 211 of act June 29, 1956, set out as a 
note under section 4041 of this title. 

Subchapter B—Limitations on Credit or 
Refund 

Sec. 

6511. Limitations on credit or refund. 
6512. Limitations in case of petition to Tax Court. 
6513. Time return deemed filed and tax considered 

paid. 
6514. Credits or refunds after period of limitation. 
6515. Cross references. 

§ 6511. Limitations on credit or refund 

(a) Period of limitation on filing claim 

Claim for credit or refund of an overpayment 
of any tax imposed by this title in respect of 
which tax the taxpayer is required to file a re-
turn shall be filed by the taxpayer within 3 
years from the time the return was filed or 2 
years from the time the tax was paid, whichever 
of such periods expires the later, or if no return 
was filed by the taxpayer, within 2 years from 
the time the tax was paid. Claim for credit or re-
fund of an overpayment of any tax imposed by 
this title which is required to be paid by means 
of a stamp shall be filed by the taxpayer within 
3 years from the time the tax was paid. 

(b) Limitation on allowance of credits and re-
funds 

(1) Filing of claim within prescribed period 

No credit or refund shall be allowed or made 
after the expiration of the period of limitation 
prescribed in subsection (a) for the filing of a 
claim for credit or refund, unless a claim for 
credit or refund is filed by the taxpayer within 
such period. 
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