§141

§ 141. Special sessions; places; notice

(a)(1) Special sessions of the district court
may be held at such places in the district as the
nature of the business may require, and upon
such notice as the court orders.

(2) Any business may be transacted at a spe-
cial session which might be transacted at a reg-
ular session.

(b)(1) Special sessions of the district court
may be held at such places within the United
States outside the district as the nature of the
business may require and upon such notice as
the court orders, upon a finding by either the
chief judge of the district court (or, if the chief
judge is unavailable, the most senior available
active judge of the district court) or the judicial
council of the circuit that, because of emer-
gency conditions, no location within the district
is reasonably available where such special ses-
sions could be held.

(2) Pursuant to this subsection, any business
which may be transacted at a regular session of
a district court may be transacted at a special
session conducted outside the district, except
that a criminal trial may not be conducted at a
special session outside the State in which the
crime has been committed unless the defendant
consents to such a criminal trial.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, in any case in which special sessions are
conducted pursuant to this section, the district
court may summon jurors—

(A) in civil proceedings, from any part of the
district in which the court ordinarily conducts
business or the district in which it is holding
a special session; and

(B) in criminal trials, from any part of the
district in which the crime has been commit-
ted and, if the defendant so consents, from any
district in which the court is conducting busi-
ness pursuant to this section.

(4) If a district court issues an order exercising
its authority under paragraph (1), the court—
(A) through the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts, shall—

(i) send notice of such order, including the
reasons for the issuance of such order, to the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives; and

(ii) not later than 180 days after the expi-
ration of such court order submit a brief re-
port to the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the House of Representatives de-
scribing the impact of such order, includ-
ing—

(I) the reasons for the issuance of such
order;

(IT) the duration of such order;

(ITII) the impact of such order on liti-
gants; and

(IV) the costs to the judiciary resulting
from such order; and

(B) shall provide reasonable notice to the
United States Marshals Service before the
commencement of any special session held
pursuant to such order.

(5) If a district court issues an order exercising
its authority under paragraph (1), the court
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shall direct the United States marshal of the
district where the court is meeting to furnish
transportation and subsistence to the same ex-
tent as that provided in sections 4282 and 4285 of
title 18.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 897; Pub. L. 88-139,
§1, Oct. 16, 1963, 77 Stat. 248; Pub. L. 109-63, §2(Db),
Sept. 9, 2005, 119 Stat. 1994; Pub. L. 109-162, title
XI, §1198(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3132.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §15 (Mar. 3, 1911, ch.
231, §11, 36 Stat. 1089).

Section was rewritten to include provision that no-
tice of special terms should conform to rules approved
by the judicial council of the circuit, thus insuring a
uniform practice among the courts for convening spe-
cial terms.

Changes of phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 109-162 added par. (5).

2005—Pub. L. 109-63 designated first and second undes-
ignated pars. as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, of subsec.
(a) and added subsec. (b).

1963—Pub. L. 88-139 substituted ‘‘sessions’ for
‘“‘terms’ and ‘‘session’ for ‘‘term’ wherever appearing
in text and section catchline, and struck out ‘‘pursuant
to rules approved by the judicial council of the circuit”
after ‘‘court orders’ in text.

[§ 142. Repealed. Pub. L. 97-164, title I, § 115(c)(3),
Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 32]

Section, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 898; Oct.
9, 1962, Pub. L. 87-764, 76 Stat. 762; Nov. 19, 1977, Pub. L.
95-196, 91 Stat. 1420, related to the providing of accom-
modations at places for holding court. See section 462
of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. L.
97-164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amendment
note under section 171 of this title.

WAIVER OF LIMITATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

The limitations and restrictions contained in this
section prior to its repeal were waived with respect to
the holding of court at certain places by the following
Acts:

Pub. L. 87-833, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 959, related to
Akron, Ohio.

Pub. L. 87-699, Sept. 25, 1962, 76 Stat. 598, related to
Richland, Washington.

Pub. L. 87-562, §4, July 30, 1962, 76 Stat. 248, related to
Fort Myers, Saint Petersburg, Fort Pierce, and West
Palm Beach, Florida.

Pub. L. 87-560, July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 247, related to
Marshall, Texas.

Pub. L. 87-559, July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 246, related to
Decatur, Alabama.

Pub. L. 87-553, July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 222, related to
Winchester, Tennessee.

Pub. L. 87-551, July 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 221, related to
Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Pub. L. 87-337, Oct. 3, 1961, 756 Stat. 750, related to La-
fayette, Louisiana.

Pub. L. 87-36, §3(g), May 19, 1961, 75 Stat. 83, related
to Kalamazoo, Michigan; Fayetteville, North Carolina;
and Dyersburg, Tennessee.

Pub. L. 86-366, Sept. 22, 1959, 73 Stat. 647, related to
Durant, Oklahoma.

Act July 20, 1956, ch. 657, 70 Stat. 594, related to
Bryson City, North Carolina.

Act Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 1006, 64 Stat. 982, related to
Klamath Falls, Oregon.

Act Aug. 21, 1950, ch. 767, 64 Stat. 469, related to
Newnan, Georgia.
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