
Page 277 TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE § 627 

dicial Center shall be the same as that of the Deputy 
Director of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–702, title III, § 304(c), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4648, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (b) [amending this section] shall be effective 
for fiscal years beginning on or after October 1, 1988.’’ 

§ 627. Retirement; employee benefits 

(a) The Director, Deputy Director, the profes-
sional staff, and the clerical and secretarial em-
ployees of the Federal Judicial Center shall be 
deemed to be officers and employees of the judi-
cial branch of the United States Government 
within the meaning of subchapter III of chapter 
83 (relating to civil service retirement), chapter 
84 (relating to the Federal Employees’ Retire-
ment System), chapter 87 (relating to Federal 
employees’ life insurance program), and chapter 
89 (relating to Federal employees’ health bene-
fits program) of title 5, United States Code: Pro-

vided, however, That the Director, upon written 
notice filed with the Director of the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts within 6 
months after the date on which he takes office, 
may waive coverage under chapter 83 of title 5, 
subchapter III (the Civil Service Retirement 
System) or chapter 84 of title 5 (the Federal Em-
ployees’ Retirement System), whichever is ap-
plicable, and elect coverage under the retire-
ment and disability provisions of this section. A 
Director who elects coverage under this section 
shall be deemed an ‘‘employee’’ for purposes of 
chapter 84 of title 5, subchapter III, regardless of 
whether he has waived the coverage of chapter 
83, subchapter III, or chapter 84: And provided 

further, That upon his nonretirement separation 
from the Federal Judicial Center, waiver of cov-
erage under chapter 83, subchapter III, and elec-
tion of this section shall not operate to foreclose 
to the Director such opportunity as the law may 
provide to secure retirement credit under chap-
ter 83 for service as Director by depositing with 
interest the amount required by section 8334 of 
title 5. A Director who waives coverage under 
chapter 84 and elects this section may secure re-
tirement credit under chapter 84 for service as 
Director by depositing with interest 1.3 percent 
of basic pay for service from January 1, 1984, 
through December 31, 1986, and the amount re-
ferred to in section 8422(a) of title 5, for service 
after December 31, 1986. Interest shall be com-
puted under section 8334(e) of title 5. 

(b) Upon the retirement of a Director who has 
elected coverage under this section and who has 
at least fifteen years of service and has attained 
the age of sixty-five years the Director of the 
Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts shall pay him an annuity for life equal to 
80 per centum of the salary of the office at the 
time of his retirement. 

Upon the retirement of a Director who has 
elected coverage under this section and who has 
at least ten years of service, but who is not eli-
gible to receive an annuity under the first para-
graph of this subsection, the Administrative Of-
fice of the United States Courts shall pay him 
an annuity for life equal to that proportion of 80 
per centum of the salary of the office at the 

time of his retirement that the number of years 
of his service bears to fifteen, reduced by one- 
quarter of 1 per centum for each full month, if 
any, he is under the age of sixty-five at the time 
of separation from service. 

(c) A director who has elected coverage under 
this section and who becomes permanently dis-
abled to perform the duties of his office shall be 
retired and shall receive an annuity for life 
equal to 80 per centum of the salary of the office 
at the time of his retirement if he has at least 
fifteen years of service, or equal to that propor-
tion of 80 per centum of such salary that the ag-
gregate number of years of his service bears to 
fifteen if he has less than fifteen years of serv-
ice, but in no event less than 50 per centum of 
such salary. 

(d) For the purpose of this section, ‘‘service’’ 
means service, whether or not continuous, as Di-
rector of the Federal Judicial Center, and any 
service, not to exceed five years, as a judge of 
the United States, a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, a congressional employee in the ca-
pacity of primary administrative assistant to a 
Member of Congress or in the capacity of staff 
director or chief counsel for the majority or the 
minority of a committee or subcommittee of the 
Senate or House of Representatives, or a civilian 
official appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. 

(e) Each annuity payable under this section 
shall be increased by the same percentage 
amount and effective on the same date as annu-
ities payable under chapter 83 of title 5, are in-
creased as provided by section 8340 of title 5. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 666; amended Pub. L. 100–702, title X, 
§§ 1004(a), 1006(a)(2), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4665, 
4666; Pub. L. 104–317, title VI, § 604, Oct. 19, 1996, 
110 Stat. 3857; Pub. L. 106–518, title III, §§ 301(b), 
312(a), Nov. 13, 2000, 114 Stat. 2416, 2421.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a), redesig-
nated subsec. (b) as (a) and struck out former subsec. 
(a) which read as follows: ‘‘A Director of the Federal 
Judicial Center who attains the age of seventy years 
shall be retired from that office.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b). Former subsec. (b) redesignated (a). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (d) as (c). Former subsec. (c) redesignated (b). 

Pub. L. 106–518, § 301(b)(2), in first par., substituted 
‘‘who has at least fifteen years of service and has’’ for 
‘‘who has served at least fifteen years and’’ and, in sec-
ond par., substituted ‘‘who has at least ten years of 
service,’’ for ‘‘who has served at least ten years,’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (e) as (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (c). 

Pub. L. 106–518, § 301(b)(3), substituted ‘‘at least fif-
teen years of service,’’ for ‘‘served at least fifteen 
years,’’ and ‘‘less than fifteen years of service,’’ for 
‘‘served less than fifteen years,’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (f) as (e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated (d). 

Pub. L. 106–518, § 301(b)(1), inserted ‘‘a congressional 
employee in the capacity of primary administrative as-
sistant to a Member of Congress or in the capacity of 
staff director or chief counsel for the majority or the 
minority of a committee or subcommittee of the Sen-
ate or House of Representatives,’’ after ‘‘Congress,’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106–518, § 312(a)(2), redesignated 
subsec. (f) as (e). 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–317, in first sentence, in-
serted ‘‘Deputy Director,’’ before ‘‘the professional 
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staff’’ and ‘‘chapter 84 (relating to the Federal Employ-
ees’ Retirement System),’’ after ‘‘(relating to civil 
service retirement),’’. 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–702, § 1006(a)(2), amended 
provisions after ‘‘Provided, however,’’ generally. Prior 
to amendment, those provisions read as follows: ‘‘That 
the Director, upon written notice filed with the Direc-
tor of the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts within six months after the date on which he 
takes office, may waive coverage under subchapter III 
of chapter 83 of title 5, United States Code (relating to 
civil service retirement), and elect coverage under the 
retirement and disability provisions of this section: 
And provided further, That upon his non-retirement sep-
aration from the Federal Judicial Center, such waiver 
and election shall not operate to foreclose to the Direc-
tor such opportunity as the law may provide to secure 
civil service retirement credit for service as Director 
by depositing with interest the amount required by sec-
tion 8334 of title 5, United States Code.’’ 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 100–702, § 1004(a), added subsec. (f). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 1004(a) of Pub. L. 100–702 ap-
plicable to cost-of-living increases that go into effect 
on or after Nov. 19, 1988, with respect to any annuity 
being paid or becoming payable on or after such date, 
see section 1004(b) of Pub. L. 100–702, set out as a note 
under section 611 of this title. 

Amendment by section 1006(a)(2) of Pub. L. 100–702 ap-
plicable to persons holding offices of Director of the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Di-
rector of the Federal Judicial Center, and Administra-
tive Assistant to the Chief Justice on Nov. 19, 1988, see 
section 1006(b) of Pub. L. 100–702, set out as a note 
under section 611 of this title. 

§ 628. Appropriations and accounting 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. The Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts shall 
provide accounting, disbursing, auditing, and 
other fiscal services for the Federal Judicial 
Center. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, Dec. 20, 1967, 
81 Stat. 667.) 

§ 629. Federal Judicial Center Foundation 

(a) There is established a private nonprofit 
corporation which shall be known as the Federal 
Judicial Center Foundation (hereafter in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Foundation’’) and 
which shall be incorporated in the District of 
Columbia. The purpose of the Foundation shall 
be to have sole authority to accept and receive 
gifts of real and personal property and services 
made for the purpose of aiding or facilitating 
the work of the Federal Judicial Center. The 
Foundation shall not accept conditional or 
otherwise restricted gifts, except gifts that are 
designated for the support of specific projects 
previously approved by the Board of the Center 
may be accepted. The Foundation shall have no 
authority to administer or otherwise determine 
the use of gifts accepted under this section. 

(b) The business of the Foundation shall be 
conducted by a Board that shall have seven 
members, including a chairman. Three members, 
including the chairman, shall be appointed by 
the Chief Justice of the United States, two by 
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and 
two by the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. The term of office of each member of the 

Board shall be 5 years, except that the initial 
terms shall be 5 years for the chairman, one 
member appointed by the President Pro Tem-
pore and one member appointed by the Speaker, 
3 years for the other member appointed by the 
President Pro Tempore and the other member 
appointed by the Speaker, and two years for the 
two other members appointed by the Chief Jus-
tice. Members of the Board shall serve without 
compensation but, upon authorization of the Di-
rector of the Center, shall be reimbursed by the 
Federal Judicial Center for actual and necessary 
expenses incurred in the performance of their of-
ficial duties. No person who is a Federal or 
State judge in regular active service or other-
wise eligible to perform judicial duties shall be 
eligible for membership on the Board. The Cen-
ter shall provide all administrative support and 
facilities necessary for the operation of the 
Board. 

(c) The Federal Judicial Center is authorized 
to administer and use gifts received by the 
Foundation under this section. The gifts shall be 
used to further the goals of the Center as deter-
mined by the Board of the Center. 

(d) Gifts of money and proceeds from sales of 
other property received as gifts shall be depos-
ited in a separate fund in the Treasury of the 
United States and disbursed on the order of the 
Director of the Center, in accordance with poli-
cies established by the Board of the Center. 

(e) The Board of the Foundation shall, not 
later than October 1 of each year, submit to the 
Committees on the Judiciary of the United 
States Senate and House of Representatives a 
report with respect to gifts received under this 
section during the preceding 12-month period, 
including the source of each such gift, the 
amount of each gift of cash or cash equivalent, 
and a description of any other gift. The Center 
shall include in its annual report of the activi-
ties of the Center under section 623(a)(3) a de-
scription of the purposes for which gifts were 
used during the year covered by the report. 

(f) For the purpose of Federal income, estate, 
and gift taxes, property accepted under this sec-
tion shall be considered as a gift or bequest to or 
for the use of the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–702, title III, § 301(a), Nov. 19, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4646.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 629, added Pub. L. 90–219, title I, § 101, 
Dec. 20, 1967, 81 Stat. 667, related to organization provi-
sions for the Board, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–598, 
title II, § 230(1), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2665, effective Nov. 
6, 1978. 
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