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lished as soon as practicable but not later
than 270 days (or such longer period as the Ad-
ministrator may establish for good cause
shown) after June 28, 1980; and
(B) the final programmatic environmental
impact statement shall be prepared and pub-
lished within 180 days (or such longer period as
the Administrator may establish for good
cause shown) after the date on which the draft
statement is published.
(d) Environmental impact statements on issu-
ance of licenses and permits

The issuance of, but not the certification of an
application for, any license or permit under this
subchapter shall be deemed to be a major Fed-
eral action significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment for purposes of section
4332 of title 42. In preparing an environmental
impact statement pursuant to this subsection,
the Administrator shall consult with the agency
heads referred to in subsection (b) and shall take
into account, and give due consideration to, the
relevant information contained in any applica-
ble studies and any other environmental impact
statement prepared pursuant to this section.
Each draft environmental impact statement pre-
pared pursuant to this subsection shall be pub-
lished, with the terms, conditions, and restric-
tions proposed pursuant to section 1415(b) of this
title, within 180 days (or such longer period as
the Administrator may establish for good cause
shown in writing) following the date on which
the application for the license or permit con-
cerned is certified by the Administrator. Each
final environmental impact statement shall be
published 180 days (or such longer period as the
Administrator may establish for good cause
shown in writing) following the date on which
the draft environmental impact statement is
published.

(e) Effect on other law

For the purposes of this chapter, any vessel or
other floating craft engaged in commercial re-
covery or exploration shall not be deemed to be
‘‘a vessel or other floating craft’” under section
502(12)(B) of the Clean Water Act [33 U.S.C.
1362(12)(B)] and any discharge of a pollutant
from such vessel or other floating craft shall be
subject to the Clean Water Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et
seq.].

(f) Stable reference areas

(1) Within one year after June 28, 1980, the Sec-
retary of State shall, in cooperation with the
Administrator and as part of the international
consultations pursuant to section 1428(f) of this
title, negotiate with all nations that are identi-
fied in such subsection for the purpose of estab-
lishing international stable reference areas in
which no mining shall take place: Provided, how-
ever, That this subsection shall not be construed
as requiring any substantial withdrawal of deep
seabed areas from deep seabed mining author-
ized by this chapter.

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed
as authorizing the United States to unilaterally
establish such reference area or areas nor shall
the United States recognize the unilateral claim
to such reference area or areas by any State.

(3) Within four years after June 28, 1980, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to Con-
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gress on the progress of establishing such stable
reference areas, including the designation of ap-
propriate zones to insure a representative and
stable biota of the deep seabed.

(4) For purposes of this section ‘‘stable ref-
erence areas’ shall mean an area or areas of the
deep seabed to be used as a reference zone or
zones for purposes of resource evaluation and
environmental assessment of deep seabed min-
ing in which no mining will occur.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title I, §109, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 568.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Clean Water Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is act
June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended generally by Pub. L.
92-500, §2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, also known as the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, which is classi-
fied generally to chapter 26 (§1251 et seq.) of Title 33,
Navigation and Navigable Waters. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 1251 of Title 33 and Tables.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§ 1420. Conservation of natural resources

For the purpose of conservation of natural re-
sources, each license and permit issued under
this subchapter shall contain, as needed, terms,
conditions, and restrictions which have due re-
gard for the prevention of waste and the future
opportunity for the commercial recovery of the
unrecovered balance of the hard mineral re-
sources in the area to which the license or per-
mit applies. In establishing these terms, condi-
tions, and restrictions, the Administrator shall
consider the state of the technology, the proc-
essing system utilized and the value and poten-
tial use of any waste, the environmental effects
of the exploration or commercial recovery ac-
tivities, economic and resource data, and the na-
tional need for hard mineral resources. As used
in this chapter, the term ‘‘conservation of natu-
ral resources” is not intended to grant, imply,
or create any inference of production controls or
price regulation, in particular those which
would affect the volume of production, prices,
profits, markets, or the decision of which min-
erals or metals are to be recovered, except as
such effects may be incidental to actions taken
pursuant to this section.

(Pub. L. 96-283, title I, §110, June 28, 1980, 94
Stat. 570.)

§1421. Prevention of interference with other
uses of the high seas

Each license and permit issued under this sub-
chapter shall include such restrictions as may
be necessary and appropriate to ensure that ex-
ploration or commercial recovery activities con-
ducted by the licensee or permittee do not un-
reasonably interfere with the interests of other
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