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man, without reimbursement for such services 
and assistance. 

(c) Administrative assistance 

The Secretary of Commerce shall make avail-
able to the Committee such staff, information, 
personnel, and administrative services and as-
sistance as may reasonably be required to carry 
out the provisions of sections 857–13 to 857–18 of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 95–63, § 6, July 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 266.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those contained in this section, 
which required the designation of senior policy officials 
as observers, directed the Secretary of Commerce to 
provide administrative assistance, and authorized re-
quests for assistance from Federal agencies by the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere as 
originally established on Aug. 16, 1971, were contained 
in sections 857–8 and 857–11 of this title prior to repeal 
by section 7(a) of Pub. L. 95–63. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by the Congress, its duration 
is otherwise provided for by law. See section 14 of Pub. 
L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. 

§ 857–18. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
purposes of carrying out sections 857–13 to 857–18 
of this title not to exceed $520,000 for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 1978, $572,000 for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1979, $565,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1980, 
$600,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1981, and $555,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1982. Such sums as may be appro-
priated under this section shall remain available 
until expended. 

(Pub. L. 95–63, § 8, July 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 267; Pub. 
L. 95–304, § 1(2), June 29, 1978, 92 Stat. 347; Pub. L. 
96–26, June 21, 1979, 93 Stat. 74; Pub. L. 97–87, 
§ 1(3), Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 1134.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those contained in this section, 
which authorized appropriations, beginning with an au-
thorization of $200,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1972, for the operation of the National Advisory 
Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere as originally es-
tablished on Aug. 16, 1971, were contained in section 
857–12 of this title prior to repeal by section 7(a) of Pub. 
L. 95–63. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–87 inserted provisions authorizing ap-
propriations of not to exceed $555,000 for fiscal year 
ending Sept. 30, 1982, and provided that such sums as 
might be appropriated under authority of this section 
remain available until expended. 

1979—Pub. L. 96–26 substituted provisions authorizing 
appropriations of $565,000 for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 
1980, and $600,000 for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1981, for 
provisions directing that sums appropriated under this 
section remain available until expended. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–304 inserted provisions authorizing 
appropriations for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1979. 

§ 857–19. Biennial report 

Beginning in September, 2001, the President 
shall transmit to the Congress biennially a re-
port that includes a detailed listing of all exist-
ing Federal programs related to ocean and 
coastal activities, including a description of 
each program, the current funding for the pro-
gram, linkages to other Federal programs, and a 
projection of the funding level for the program 
for each of the next 5 fiscal years beginning 
after the report is submitted. 

(Pub. L. 106–256, § 5, Aug. 7, 2000, 114 Stat. 648.) 

NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY 

Pub. L. 106–256, Aug. 7, 2000, 114 Stat. 644, as amended 
by Pub. L. 107–206, title I, § 206, Aug. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
833; Pub. L. 107–372, title III, § 306, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 
3096, provided that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Oceans Act of 2000’. 

‘‘SEC. 2. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES. 

‘‘The purpose of this Act is to establish a commission 
to make recommendations for coordinated and compre-
hensive national ocean policy that will promote— 

‘‘(1) the protection of life and property against nat-
ural and manmade hazards; 

‘‘(2) responsible stewardship, including use, of fish-
ery resources and other ocean and coastal resources; 

‘‘(3) the protection of the marine environment and 
prevention of marine pollution; 

‘‘(4) the enhancement of marine-related commerce 
and transportation, the resolution of conflicts among 
users of the marine environment, and the engage-
ment of the private sector in innovative approaches 
for sustainable use of living marine resources and re-
sponsible use of non-living marine resources; 

‘‘(5) the expansion of human knowledge of the ma-
rine environment including the role of the oceans in 
climate and global environmental change and the ad-
vancement of education and training in fields related 
to ocean and coastal activities; 

‘‘(6) the continued investment in and development 
and improvement of the capabilities, performance, 
use, and efficiency of technologies for use in ocean 
and coastal activities, including investments and 
technologies designed to promote national energy 
and food security; 

‘‘(7) close cooperation among all government agen-
cies and departments and the private sector to en-
sure— 

‘‘(A) coherent and consistent regulation and man-
agement of ocean and coastal activities; 

‘‘(B) availability and appropriate allocation of 
Federal funding, personnel, facilities, and equip-
ment for such activities; 

‘‘(C) cost-effective and efficient operation of Fed-
eral departments, agencies, and programs involved 
in ocean and coastal activities; and 

‘‘(D) enhancement of partnerships with State and 
local governments with respect to ocean and coast-
al activities, including the management of ocean 
and coastal resources and identification of appro-
priate opportunities for policy-making and deci-
sion-making at the State and local level; and 
‘‘(8) the preservation of the role of the United 

States as a leader in ocean and coastal activities, 
and, when it is in the national interest, the coopera-
tion by the United States with other nations and 
international organizations in ocean and coastal ac-
tivities. 

‘‘SEC. 3. COMMISSION ON OCEAN POLICY. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established the 
Commission on Ocean Policy. The Federal Advisory 
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Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), except for sections 3, 7, 
and 12, does not apply to the Commission. 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Commission shall be com-

posed of 16 members appointed by the President from 
among individuals described in paragraph (2) who are 
knowledgeable in ocean and coastal activities, in-
cluding individuals representing State and local gov-
ernments, ocean-related industries, academic and 
technical institutions, and public interest organiza-
tions involved with scientific, regulatory, economic, 
and environmental ocean and coastal activities. The 
membership of the Commission shall be balanced by 
area of expertise and balanced geographically to the 
extent consistent with maintaining the highest level 
of expertise on the Commission. 

‘‘(2) NOMINATIONS.—The President shall appoint the 
members of the Commission, within 90 days after the 
effective date of this Act, including individuals nomi-
nated as follows: 

‘‘(A) 4 members shall be appointed from a list of 
8 individuals who shall be nominated by the Major-
ity Leader of the Senate in consultation with the 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

‘‘(B) 4 members shall be appointed from a list of 
8 individuals who shall be nominated by the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives in consultation 
with the Chairmen of the House Committees on Re-
sources [now Natural Resources], Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and Science [now Science, 
Space, and Technology]. 

‘‘(C) 2 members shall be appointed from a list of 
4 individuals who shall be nominated by the Minor-
ity Leader of the Senate in consultation with the 
Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

‘‘(D) 2 members shall be appointed from a list of 
4 individuals who shall be nominated by the Minor-
ity Leader of the House in consultation with the 
Ranking Members of the House Committees on Re-
sources [now Natural Resources], Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and Science [now Science, 
Space, and Technology]. 
‘‘(3) CHAIRMAN.—The Commission shall select a 

Chairman from among its members. The Chairman of 
the Commission shall be responsible for— 

‘‘(A) the assignment of duties and responsibilities 
among staff personnel and their continuing super-
vision; and 

‘‘(B) the use and expenditure of funds available to 
the Commission. 
‘‘(4) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy on the Commission 

shall be filled in the same manner as the original in-
cumbent was appointed. 
‘‘(c) RESOURCES.—In carrying out its functions under 

this section, the Commission— 
‘‘(1) is authorized to secure directly from any Fed-

eral agency or department any information it deems 
necessary to carry out its functions under this Act, 
and each such agency or department is authorized to 
cooperate with the Commission and, to the extent 
permitted by law, to furnish such information (other 
than information described in section 552(b)(1)(A) of 
title 5, United States Code) to the Commission, upon 
the request of the Commission; 

‘‘(2) may enter into contracts, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for contracting, and employ 
such staff experts and consultants as may be nec-
essary to carry out the duties of the Commission, as 
provided by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code; and 

‘‘(3) in consultation with the Ocean Studies Board 
of the National Research Council of the National 
Academy of Sciences, shall establish a multidisci-
plinary science advisory panel of experts in the sci-
ences of living and non-living marine resources to as-
sist the Commission in preparing its report, including 
ensuring that the scientific information considered 
by the Commission is based on the best scientific in-
formation available. 

‘‘(d) STAFFING.—The Chairman of the Commission 
may, without regard to the civil service laws and regu-
lations, appoint and terminate an Executive Director 
and such other additional personnel as may be nec-
essary for the Commission to perform its duties. The 
Executive Director shall be compensated at a rate not 
to exceed the rate payable for Level V of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5136 of title 5, United States 
Code. The employment and termination of an Execu-
tive Director shall be subject to confirmation by a ma-
jority of the members of the Commission. 

‘‘(e) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATION.—All meetings of the Commis-

sion shall be open to the public, except that a meet-
ing or any portion of it may be closed to the public 
if it concerns matters or information described in 
section 552b(c) of title 5, United States Code. Inter-
ested persons shall be permitted to appear at open 
meetings and present oral or written statements on 
the subject matter of the meeting. The Commission 
may administer oaths or affirmations to any person 
appearing before it. 

‘‘(2) NOTICE; MINUTES; PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF DOC-
UMENTS.— 

‘‘(A) All open meetings of the Commission shall 
be preceded by timely public notice in the Federal 
Register of the time, place, and subject of the meet-
ing. 

‘‘(B) Minutes of each meeting shall be kept and 
shall contain a record of the people present, a de-
scription of the discussion that occurred, and copies 
of all statements filed. Subject to section 552 of 
title 5, United States Code, the minutes and records 
of all meetings and other documents that were 
made available to or prepared for the Commission 
shall be available for public inspection and copying 
at a single location in the offices of the Commis-
sion. 
‘‘(3) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission shall hold 

its first meeting within 30 days after all 16 members 
have been appointed. 

‘‘(4) REQUIRED PUBLIC MEETINGS.—The Commission 
shall hold at least one public meeting in Alaska and 
each of the following regions of the United States: 

‘‘(A) The Northeast (including the Great Lakes). 
‘‘(B) The Southeast (including the Caribbean). 
‘‘(C) The Southwest (including Hawaii and the Pa-

cific Territories). 
‘‘(D) The Northwest. 
‘‘(E) The Gulf of Mexico. 

‘‘(f) REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—By June 20, 2003, the Commission 

shall submit to Congress and the President a final re-
port of its findings and recommendations regarding 
United States ocean policy. 

‘‘(2) REQUIRED MATTER.—The final report of the 
Commission shall include the following assessment, 
reviews, and recommendations: 

‘‘(A) An assessment of existing and planned facili-
ties associated with ocean and coastal activities in-
cluding human resources, vessels, computers, sat-
ellites, and other appropriate platforms and tech-
nologies. 

‘‘(B) A review of existing and planned ocean and 
coastal activities of Federal entities, recommenda-
tions for changes in such activities necessary to im-
prove efficiency and effectiveness and to reduce du-
plication of Federal efforts. 

‘‘(C) A review of the cumulative effect of Federal 
laws and regulations on United States ocean and 
coastal activities and resources and an examination 
of those laws and regulations for inconsistencies 
and contradictions that might adversely affect 
those ocean and coastal activities and resources, 
and recommendations for resolving such inconsist-
encies to the extent practicable. Such review shall 
also consider conflicts with State ocean and coastal 
management regimes. 

‘‘(D) A review of the known and anticipated sup-
ply of, and demand for, ocean and coastal resources 
of the United States. 
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‘‘(E) A review of and recommendations concern-
ing the relationship between Federal, State, and 
local governments and the private sector in plan-
ning and carrying out ocean and coastal activities. 

‘‘(F) A review of opportunities for the develop-
ment of or investment in new products, tech-
nologies, or markets related to ocean and coastal 
activities. 

‘‘(G) A review of previous and ongoing State and 
Federal efforts to enhance the effectiveness and in-
tegration of ocean and coastal activities. 

‘‘(H) Recommendations for any modifications to 
United States laws, regulations, and the adminis-
trative structure of Executive agencies, necessary 
to improve the understanding, management, con-
servation, and use of, and access to, ocean and 
coastal resources. 

‘‘(I) A review of the effectiveness and adequacy of 
existing Federal interagency ocean policy coordina-
tion mechanisms, and recommendations for chang-
ing or improving the effectiveness of such mecha-
nisms necessary to respond to or implement the 
recommendations of the Commission. 
‘‘(3) CONSIDERATION OF FACTORS.—In making its as-

sessment and reviews and developing its recom-
mendations, the Commission shall give equal consid-
eration to environmental, technical feasibility, eco-
nomic, and scientific factors. 

‘‘(4) LIMITATIONS.—The recommendations of the 
Commission shall not be specific to the lands and wa-
ters within a single State. 
‘‘(g) PUBLIC AND COASTAL STATE REVIEW.— 

‘‘(1) NOTICE.—Before submitting the final report to 
the Congress, the Commission shall— 

‘‘(A) publish in the Federal Register a notice that 
a draft report is available for public review; and 

‘‘(B) provide a copy of the draft report to the Gov-
ernor of each coastal State, the Committees on Re-
sources [now Natural Resources], Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and Science [now Science, 
Space, and Technology] of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 
‘‘(2) INCLUSION OF GOVERNORS’ COMMENTS.—The 

Commission shall include in the final report com-
ments received from the Governor of a coastal State 
regarding recommendations in the draft report. 
‘‘(h) ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE FOR REPORT AND RE-

VIEW.—Chapter 5 and chapter 7 of title 5, United States 
Code, do not apply to the preparation, review, or sub-
mission of the report required by subsection (e) or the 
review of that report under subsection (f). 

‘‘(i) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall cease to 
exist 90 days after the date on which it submits its final 
report. 

‘‘(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
a total of $8,500,000 for the 3 fiscal-year period begin-
ning with fiscal year 2001, such sums to remain avail-
able until expended. 

‘‘SEC. 4. NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY. 

‘‘(a) NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY.—Within 90 days after 
receiving and considering the report and recommenda-
tions of the Commission under section 3, the President 
shall submit to Congress a statement of proposals to 
implement or respond to the Commission’s recom-
mendations for a coordinated, comprehensive, and 
long-range national policy for the responsible use and 
stewardship of ocean and coastal resources for the ben-
efit of the United States. Nothing in this Act author-
izes the President to take any administrative or regu-
latory action regarding ocean or coastal policy, or to 
implement a reorganization plan, not otherwise author-
ized by law in effect at the time of such action. 

‘‘(b) COOPERATION AND CONSULTATION.—In the process 
of developing proposals for submission under sub-
section (a), the President shall consult with State and 
local governments and non-Federal organizations and 
individuals involved in ocean and coastal activities. 

‘‘SEC. 5. BIENNIAL REPORT. 

‘‘[Enacted this section.] 

‘‘SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) MARINE ENVIRONMENT.—The term ‘marine envi-

ronment’ includes— 
‘‘(A) the oceans, including coastal and offshore 

waters; 
‘‘(B) the continental shelf; and 
‘‘(C) the Great Lakes. 

‘‘(2) OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCE.—The term 
‘ocean and coastal resource’ means any living or non- 
living natural, historic, or cultural resource found in 
the marine environment. 

‘‘(3) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’ means 
the Commission on Ocean Policy established by sec-
tion 3. 

‘‘SEC. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

‘‘This Act shall become effective on January 20, 
2001.’’ 

[Pub. L. 107–206, title I, § 206, Aug. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 833, 
which directed the amendment of section (3)(f)(1) of 
Pub. L. 106–256, set out above, by striking ‘‘within 18 
months of the establishment of the Commission’’ and 
inserting ‘‘by June 20, 2003’’, was executed by striking 
‘‘Within 18 months after the establishment of the Com-
mission’’ and inserting ‘‘By June 20, 2003’’, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress.] 

The following appropriations acts contained provi-
sions similar to those in section 3(f)(1) of Pub. L. 
106–256, set out above: 

Pub. L. 107–77, title V, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 792, as 
amended by Pub. L. 107–117, div. B, § 207, Jan. 10, 2002, 
115 Stat. 2298. 

Pub. L. 106–553, § 1(a)(2) [title V], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2762, 2762A–98. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13366 

Ex. Ord. No. 13366, Dec. 17, 2004, 69 F.R. 76591, which 
established the Committee on Ocean Policy, was re-
voked by Ex. Ord. No. 13547, § 10, July 19, 2010, 75 F.R. 
43027, set out below. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13547. STEWARDSHIP OF THE OCEAN, OUR 
COASTS, AND THE GREAT LAKES 

Ex. Ord. No. 13547, July 19, 2010, 75 F.R. 43023, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Purpose. The ocean, our coasts, and the 
Great Lakes provide jobs, food, energy resources, eco-
logical services, recreation, and tourism opportunities, 
and play critical roles in our Nation’s transportation, 
economy, and trade, as well as the global mobility of 
our Armed Forces and the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security. The Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico and resulting environmental 
crisis is a stark reminder of how vulnerable our marine 
environments are, and how much communities and the 
Nation rely on healthy and resilient ocean and coastal 
ecosystems. America’s stewardship of the ocean, our 
coasts, and the Great Lakes is intrinsically linked to 
environmental sustainability, human health and well- 
being, national prosperity, adaptation to climate and 
other environmental changes, social justice, inter-
national diplomacy, and national and homeland secu-
rity. 

This order adopts the recommendations of the Inter-
agency Ocean Policy Task Force, except where other-
wise provided in this order, and directs executive agen-
cies to implement those recommendations under the 
guidance of a National Ocean Council. Based on those 
recommendations, this order establishes a national pol-
icy to ensure the protection, maintenance, and restora-
tion of the health of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
ecosystems and resources, enhance the sustainability 
of ocean and coastal economies, preserve our maritime 
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heritage, support sustainable uses and access, provide 
for adaptive management to enhance our understand-
ing of and capacity to respond to climate change and 
ocean acidification, and coordinate with our national 
security and foreign policy interests. 

This order also provides for the development of coast-
al and marine spatial plans that build upon and im-
prove existing Federal, State, tribal, local, and re-
gional decisionmaking and planning processes. These 
regional plans will enable a more integrated, compre-
hensive, ecosystem-based, flexible, and proactive ap-
proach to planning and managing sustainable multiple 
uses across sectors and improve the conservation of the 
ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes. 

SEC. 2. Policy. (a) To achieve an America whose stew-
ardship ensures that the ocean, our coasts, and the 
Great Lakes are healthy and resilient, safe and produc-
tive, and understood and treasured so as to promote the 
well-being, prosperity, and security of present and fu-
ture generations, it is the policy of the United States 
to: 

(i) protect, maintain, and restore the health and bio-
logical diversity of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
ecosystems and resources; 

(ii) improve the resiliency of ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes ecosystems, communities, and economies; 

(iii) bolster the conservation and sustainable uses of 
land in ways that will improve the health of ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes ecosystems; 

(iv) use the best available science and knowledge to 
inform decisions affecting the ocean, our coasts, and 
the Great Lakes, and enhance humanity’s capacity to 
understand, respond, and adapt to a changing global en-
vironment; 

(v) support sustainable, safe, secure, and productive 
access to, and uses of the ocean, our coasts, and the 
Great Lakes; 

(vi) respect and preserve our Nation’s maritime herit-
age, including our social, cultural, recreational, and 
historical values; 

(vii) exercise rights and jurisdiction and perform du-
ties in accordance with applicable international law, 
including respect for and preservation of navigational 
rights and freedoms, which are essential for the global 
economy and international peace and security; 

(viii) increase scientific understanding of ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes ecosystems as part of the 
global interconnected systems of air, land, ice, and 
water, including their relationships to humans and 
their activities; 

(ix) improve our understanding and awareness of 
changing environmental conditions, trends, and their 
causes, and of human activities taking place in ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes waters; and 

(x) foster a public understanding of the value of the 
ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes to build a foun-
dation for improved stewardship. 

(b) The United States shall promote this policy by: 
(i) ensuring a comprehensive and collaborative frame-

work for the stewardship of the ocean, our coasts, and 
the Great Lakes that facilitates cohesive actions across 
the Federal Government, as well as participation of 
State, tribal, and local authorities, regional govern-
ance structures, nongovernmental organizations, the 
public, and the private sector; 

(ii) cooperating and exercising leadership at the 
international level; 

(iii) pursuing the United States’ accession to the Law 
of the Sea Convention; and 

(iv) supporting ocean stewardship in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner. 

SEC. 3. Definitions. As used in this order: 
(a) ‘‘Final Recommendations’’ means the Final Rec-

ommendations of the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force 

that shall be made publicly available and for which a 
notice of public availability shall be published in the 
Federal Register. 

(b) The term ‘‘coastal and marine spatial planning’’ 
means a comprehensive, adaptive, integrated, eco-
system-based, and transparent spatial planning proc-

ess, based on sound science, for analyzing current and 
anticipated uses of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes 
areas. Coastal and marine spatial planning identifies 
areas most suitable for various types or classes of ac-
tivities in order to reduce conflicts among uses, reduce 
environmental impacts, facilitate compatible uses, and 
preserve critical ecosystem services to meet economic, 
environmental, security, and social objectives. In prac-
tical terms, coastal and marine spatial planning pro-
vides a public policy process for society to better deter-
mine how the ocean, our coasts, and Great Lakes are 
sustainably used and protected—now and for future 
generations. 

(c) The term ‘‘coastal and marine spatial plans’’ 
means the plans that are certified by the National 
Ocean Council as developed in accordance with the defi-
nition, goals, principles, and process described in the 
Final Recommendations. 

SEC. 4. Establishment of National Ocean Council. (a) 
There is hereby established the National Ocean Council 
(Council). 

(b) The Council shall consist of the following: 
(i) the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality 

and the Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, who shall be the Co-Chairs of the Coun-
cil; 

(ii) the Secretaries of State, Defense, the Interior, 
Agriculture, Health and Human Services, Commerce, 
Labor, Transportation, Energy, and Homeland Secu-
rity, the Attorney General, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, the Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere (Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration), the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the Director of the National 
Science Foundation, and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; 

(iii) the National Security Advisor and the Assistants 
to the President for Homeland Security and Counter-
terrorism, Domestic Policy, Energy and Climate 
Change, and Economic Policy; 

(iv) an employee of the Federal Government des-
ignated by the Vice President; and 

(v) such other officers or employees of the Federal 
Government as the Co-Chairs of the Council may from 
time to time designate. 

(c) The Co-Chairs shall invite the participation of the 
Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, to the extent consistent with the Commission’s 
statutory authorities and legal obligations, and may 
invite the participation of such other independent 
agencies as the Council deems appropriate. 

(d) The Co-Chairs of the Council, in consultation with 
the National Security Advisor and the Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security and Counter-
terrorism, shall regularly convene and preside at meet-
ings of the Council, determine its agenda, direct its 
work, and, as appropriate to address particular subject 
matters, establish and direct committees of the Coun-
cil that shall consist exclusively of members of the 
Council. 

(e) A member of the Council may designate, to per-
form committee functions of the member, any person 
who is within such member’s department, agency, or 
office and who is (i) an officer of the United States ap-
pointed by the President, (ii) a member of the Senior 
Executive Service or the Senior Intelligence Service, 
(iii) a general officer or flag officer, or (iv) an employee 
of the Vice President. 

(f) Consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations, the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy and the Council on Environmental 
Quality shall provide the Council with funding, includ-
ing through the National Science and Technology 
Council or the Office of Environmental Quality. The 
Council on Environmental Quality shall, to the extent 
permitted by law and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, provide administrative support necessary 
to implement this order. 
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(g) The day-to-day operations of the Council shall be 
administered by a Director and a Deputy Director, who 
shall supervise a full-time staff to assist the Co-Chairs 
in their implementation of this order. 

SEC. 5. Functions of the Council. (a) The Council shall 
have the structure and function and operate as defined 
in the Final Recommendations. The Council is author-
ized, after the Council’s first year of operation, to 
make modifications to its structure, function, and op-
erations to improve its effectiveness and efficiency in 
furthering the policy set forth in section 2 of this order. 

(b) To implement the policy set forth in section 2 of 
this order, the Council shall provide appropriate direc-
tion to ensure that executive departments’, agencies’, 
or offices’ decisions and actions affecting the ocean, 
our coasts, and the Great Lakes will be guided by the 
stewardship principles and national priority objectives 
set forth in the Final Recommendations, to the extent 
consistent with applicable law. The Council shall base 
its decisions on the consensus of its members. With re-
spect to those matters in which consensus cannot be 
reached, the National Security Advisor shall coordi-
nate with the Co-Chairs and, as appropriate, the Assist-
ants to the President for Energy and Climate Change, 
and Economic Policy, and the employee of the United 
States designated by the Vice President, subject to the 
limitations set forth in section 9 of this order, to 
present the disputed issue or issues for decision by the 
President. 

SEC. 6. Agency Responsibilities. (a) All executive de-
partments, agencies, and offices that are members of 
the Council and any other executive department, agen-
cy, or office whose actions affect the ocean, our coasts, 
and the Great Lakes shall, to the fullest extent consist-
ent with applicable law: 

(i) take such action as necessary to implement the 
policy set forth in section 2 of this order and the stew-
ardship principles and national priority objectives as 
set forth in the Final Recommendations and subse-
quent guidance from the Council; and 

(ii) participate in the process for coastal and marine 
spatial planning and comply with Council certified 
coastal and marine spatial plans, as described in the 
Final Recommendations and subsequent guidance from 
the Council. 

(b) Each executive department, agency, and office 
that is required to take actions under this order shall 
prepare and make publicly available an annual report 
including a concise description of actions taken by the 
agency in the previous calendar year to implement the 
order, a description of written comments by persons or 
organizations regarding the agency’s compliance with 
this order, and the agency’s response to such com-
ments. 

(c) Each executive department, agency, and office 
that is required to take actions under this order shall 
coordinate and contribute resources, as appropriate, to 
assist in establishing a common information manage-
ment system as defined in the Final Recommendations 
and shall be held accountable for managing its own in-
formation assets by keeping them current, easily ac-
cessible, and consistent with Federal standards. 

(d) To the extent permitted by law, executive depart-
ments, agencies, and offices shall provide the Council 
such information, support, and assistance as the Coun-
cil, through the Co-Chairs, may request. 

SEC. 7. Governance Coordinating Committee. The Coun-
cil shall establish a Governance Coordinating Commit-
tee that shall consist of 18 officials from State, tribal, 
and local governments in accordance with the Final 
Recommendations. The Committee may establish sub-
committees chaired by representatives of the Govern-
ance Coordinating Committee. These subcommittees 
may include additional representatives from State, 
tribal, and local governments, as appropriate to provide 
for greater collaboration and diversity of views. 

SEC. 8. Regional Advisory Committees. The lead Federal 
department, agency, or office for each regional plan-
ning body established for the development of regional 
coastal and marine spatial plans, in consultation with 

their nonfederal co-lead agencies and membership of 
their regional planning body, shall establish such advi-
sory committees under the Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Act, 5 U.S.C. App., as they deem necessary to pro-
vide information and to advise the regional planning 
body on the development of regional coastal and ma-
rine spatial plans to promote the policy established in 
section 2 of this order. 

SEC. 9. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order, 
the establishment of the Council, and the Final Recom-
mendations shall be construed to impair or otherwise 
affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to an executive depart-
ment or agency or the head thereof; or 

(ii) functions assigned by the President to the Na-
tional Security Council or Homeland Security Council 
(including subordinate bodies) relating to matters af-
fecting foreign affairs, national security, homeland se-
curity, or intelligence. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect the functions of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget relating to budg-
etary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) In carrying out the provisions of this order and 
implementing the Final Recommendations, all actions 
of the Council and the executive departments, agencies, 
and offices that constitute it shall be consistent with 
applicable international law, including customary 
international law, such as that reflected in the Law of 
the Sea Convention. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

SEC. 10. Revocation. Executive Order 13366 of Decem-
ber 17, 2004, is hereby revoked. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 857–20. Coordination 

Not later than February 15 of each year, the 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere and the Director of the National 
Science Foundation shall jointly submit to the 
Committees on Resources and Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a report on how the oceans and coastal 
research activities of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, including the 
Coastal Ocean Program and the National Sea 
Grant College Program, and of the National 
Science Foundation will be coordinated during 
the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which 
the report is submitted. The report shall de-
scribe in detail any overlapping ocean and coast-
al research interests between the agencies and 
specify how such research interests will be pur-
sued by the programs in a complementary man-
ner. 

(Pub. L. 107–299, § 9, Nov. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 2348.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives and Committee on Science of House 
of Representatives changed to Committee on Science 
and Technology of House of Representatives by House 
Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 
2007. Committee on Science and Technology of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 
Jan. 5, 2011. 
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