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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

REPORT ON USE OF NON-COAST GUARD PERSONNEL

Pub. L. 107-295, title I, §107(b), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat.
2088, provided that: ‘“The Secretary of the department
in which the Coast Guard is operating shall evaluate
and report to the Congress on—

‘(1) the potential use of Federal, State, or local
government personnel, and documented TUnited
States Merchant Marine personnel, to supplement
Coast Guard personnel under section 7(b)(3) of the
Ports and Waterways Safety Act (33 U.S.C. 1226(b)(3));

‘“(2) the possibility of using personnel other than
Coast Guard personnel to carry out Coast Guard per-
sonnel functions under that section and whether ad-
ditional legal authority would be necessary to use
such personnel for such functions; and

‘“(3) the possibility of utilizing the United States
Merchant Marine Academy, State maritime acad-
emies, or Coast Guard approved maritime industry
schools in the United States, to provide training
under that section.”

§1227. Investigatory powers
(a) Secretary

The Secretary may investigate any incident,
accident, or act involving the loss or destruction
of, or damage to any structure subject to this
chapter, or which affects or may affect the safe-
ty or environmental quality of the ports, har-
bors, or navigable waters of the United States.

(b) Powers

In an investigation under this section, the
Secretary may issue subpenas to require the at-
tendance of witnesses and the production of doc-
uments or other evidence relating to such inci-
dent, accident, or act. If any person refuses to
obey a subpena, the Secretary may request the
Attorney General to invoke the aid of the appro-
priate district court of the United States to
compel compliance with the subpena. Any dis-
trict court of the United States may, in the case
of refusal to obey a subpena, issue an order re-
quiring compliance with the subpena, and fail-
ure to obey the order may be punished by the
court as contempt. Witnesses may be paid fees
for travel and attendance at rates not exceeding
those allowed in a district court of the United
States.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §8, formerly title I, §107, July 10,
1972, 86 Stat. 427; renumbered and amended Pub.
L. 95-474, §2, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1476.)

AMENDMENTS

1978—Pub. L. 95-474 substituted provision relating to
the investigatory powers of the Secretary for provision
relating to criminal penalties.

§1228. Conditions for entry to ports in the
United States
(a) In general

No vessel, subject to the provisions of chapter
37 of title 46, shall operate in the navigable wa-
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ters of the United States or transfer cargo or
residue in any port or place under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, if such vessel—

(1) has a history of accidents, pollution inci-
dents, or serious repair problems which, as de-
termined by the Secretary, creates reason to
believe that such vessel may be unsafe or may
create a threat to the marine environment; or

(2) fails to comply with any applicable regu-
lation issued under this chapter, chapter 37 of
title 46, or under any other applicable law or
treaty; or

(3) discharges oil or hazardous material in
violation of any law of the United States or in
a manner or quantities inconsistent with the
provisions of any treaty to which the United
States is a party; or

(4) does not comply with any applicable ves-
sel traffic service requirements; or

(5) is manned by one or more officers who
are licensed by a certificating state which the
Secretary has determined, pursuant to section
9101 of title 46, does not have standards for li-
censing and certification of seafarers which
are comparable to or more stringent than
United States standards or international
standards which are accepted by the United
States; or

(6) is not manned in compliance with man-
ning levels as determined by the Secretary to
be necessary to insure the safe navigation of
the vessel; or

(7) while underway, does not have at least
one licensed deck officer on the navigation
bridge who is capable of clearly understanding
English.

(b) Exceptions

The Secretary may allow provisional entry of
a vessel not in compliance with subsection (a), if
the owner or operator of such vessel proves, to
the satisfaction of the Secretary, that such ves-
sel is not unsafe or a threat to the marine envi-
ronment, and if such entry is necessary for the
safety of the vessel or persons aboard. In addi-
tion, paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of subsection
(a) shall not apply if the owner or operator of
such vessel proves, to the satisfaction of the
Secretary, that such vessel is no longer unsafe
or a threat to the marine environment, and is no
longer in violation of any applicable law, treaty,
regulation or condition, as appropriate. Clauses
(5) and (6) of subsection (a) shall become applica-
ble eighteen months after October 17, 1978.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §9, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1476; amended Pub. L.
101-380, title IV, §4106(c), Aug. 18, 1990, 104 Stat.
514.)

AMENDMENTS

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-380, §4106(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘chapter 37 of title 46" for ‘‘section 4417a of the
Revised Statutes, as amended’ in provisions preceding
par. (1) and in par. (2) and substituted ‘‘section 9101 of
title 46 for ‘‘section 4417a(11) of the Revised Statutes,
as amended’’ in par. (5).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 101-380 applicable to incidents
occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L.
101-380, set out as an Effective Date note under section
2701 of this title.
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§1229. Applicability

This chapter shall not apply to the Panama
Canal. The authority granted to the Secretary
under sections 1223, 1224, and 1225 of this title
shall not be delegated with respect to the Saint
Lawrence Seaway to any agency other than the
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-
tion. Any other authority granted the Secretary
under this chapter shall be delegated to the
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-
tion to the extent he determines such delegation
is necessary for the proper operation of the
Saint Lawrence Seaway.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §10, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1477; amended Pub. L.
98-557, §29(h), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2875.)

AMENDMENTS

1984—Pub. L. 98-557 struck out reference to section
1226 of this title.

§1230. International agreements
(a) Transmittal of regulations

The Secretary shall transmit, via the Sec-
retary of State, to appropriate international
bodies or forums, any regulations issued under
this chapter, for consideration as international
standards.

(b) Agreements

The President is authorized and encouraged
to—

(1) enter into negotiations and conclude and
execute agreements with neighboring nations,
to establish compatible vessel standards and
vessel traffic services, and to establish, oper-
ate, and maintain international vessel traffic
services, in areas and under circumstances of
mutual concern; and

(2) enter into negotiations, through appro-
priate international bodies, and conclude and
execute agreements to establish vessel traffic
services in appropriate areas of the high seas.

(¢) Operations

The Secretary, pursuant to any agreement ne-
gotiated under subsection (b) which is binding
upon the United States in accordance with con-
stitutional requirements, may—

(1) require vessels in the vessel traffic serv-
ice area to utilize or to comply with the vessel
traffic service, including the carrying or in-
stallation of equipment and devices as nec-
essary for the use of the service; and

(2) waive, by order or regulation, the appli-
cation of any United States law or regulation
concerning the design, construction, oper-
ation, equipment, personnel qualifications,
and manning standards for vessels operating
in waters over which the United States exer-
cises jurisdiction if such vessel is not en route
to or from a United States port or place, and
if vessels en route to or from a United States
port or place are accorded equivalent waivers
of laws and regulations of the neighboring na-
tion, when operating in waters over which
that nation exercises jurisdiction.

(d) Ship reporting systems

The Secretary, in cooperation with the Inter-
national Maritime Organization, is authorized
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to implement and enforce two mandatory ship
reporting systems, consistent with international
law, with respect to vessels subject to such re-
porting systems entering the following areas of
the Atlantic Ocean: Cape Cod Bay, Massachu-
setts Bay, and Great South Channel (in the area
generally bounded by a line starting from a
point on Cape Ann, Massachusetts at 42 deg. 39’
N., 70 deg. 37’ W; then northeast to 42 deg. 45’ N.,
70 deg. 13> W; then southeast to 42 deg. 10’ N., 68
deg. 31 W, then south to 41 deg. 00’ N., 68 deg. 31’
W; then west to 41 deg. 00’ N., 69 deg. 17" W; then
northeast to 42 deg. 05> N., 70 deg. 02° W, then
west to 42 deg. 04’ N., 70 deg. 10° W; and then
along the Massachusetts shoreline of Cape Cod
Bay and Massachusetts Bay back to the point on
Cape Ann at 42 deg. 39’ N., 70 deg. 377 W) and in
the coastal waters of the Southeastern United
States within about 26 nm along a 90 nm stretch
of the Atlantic seaboard (in an area generally
extending from the shoreline east to longitude
80 deg. 51.6° W with the southern and northern
boundary at latitudes 30 deg. 00’ N., 31 deg. 27’
N., respectively).

(Pub. L. 92-340, §11, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1477; amended Pub. L.
105-383, title III, §313, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat.
3424.)

AMENDMENTS
1998—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105-383 added subsec. (d).

§ 1231. Regulations
(a) In general

In accordance with the provisions of section
553 of title 5, the Secretary shall issue, and may
from time to time amend or repeal, regulations
necessary to implement this chapter.

(b) Procedures

The Secretary, in the exercise of this regu-
latory authority, shall establish procedures for
consulting with, and receiving and considering
the views of all interested parties, including—

(1) interested Federal departments and agen-
cies,

(2) officials of State and local governments,

(3) representatives of the maritime commu-
nity,

(4) representatives of port and harbor au-
thorities or associations,

(5) representatives of environmental groups,

(6) any other interested parties who are
knowledgeable or experienced in dealing with
problems involving vessel safety, port and
waterways safety, and protection of the ma-
rine environment, and

(7) advisory committees consisting of all in-
terested segments of the public when the es-
tablishment of such committees is considered
necessary because the issues involved are
highly complex or controversial.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §12, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1477.)

SAFETY ZONES FOR PERMITTED MARINE EVENTS

Pub. L. 114-120, title III, §305, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 54,
provided that: ‘“Not later than 6 months after the date
of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 8, 2016], the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating shall establish and implement a process to—
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