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(b) Any person in charge of the navigation of 
a vessel other than a licensed officer shall be lia-
ble to a penalty of $5,000. 

(c) The owner of a vessel (including any cor-
porate officer of a corporation owning the ves-
sel) actually on board shall be liable to a pen-
alty of $5,000, unless the violation of regulations 
shall have occurred without his knowledge. 

(d) Any other person shall be liable to a pen-
alty of $2,500. 

The Commandant of the Coast Guard is au-
thorized and empowered to mitigate or remit 
any penalty herein provided for in the manner 
prescribed by law for the mitigation or remis-
sion of penalties for violation of the navigation 
laws. 

(Apr. 28, 1908, ch. 151, § 4, 35 Stat. 69; Mar. 4, 1913, 
ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, 
§§ 101–104, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 
1097; Pub. L. 101–380, title IV, § 4302(k), Aug. 18, 
1990, 104 Stat. 539.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Ports and 
Waterways Safety Act which comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified to section 457 of 
former Title 46, Shipping. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsecs. (b) to (d). Pub. L. 101–380 substituted 
‘‘$5,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’ in subsecs. (b) and (c) and ‘‘$2,500’’ 
for ‘‘$250’’ in subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–380 applicable to incidents 
occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L. 
101–380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
2701 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transpor-
tation, and all functions, powers, and duties relating to 
Coast Guard of Secretary of the Treasury and of other 
officers and offices of Department of the Treasury 
transferred to Secretary of Transportation by Pub. L. 
89–670, § 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Section 6(b)(2) 
of Pub. L. 89–670, however, provided that notwithstand-
ing such transfer of functions, Coast Guard shall oper-
ate as part of Navy in time of war or when President 
directs as provided in section 3 of Title 14, Coast Guard. 
See section 108 of Title 49, Transportation. 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out 
in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. Functions of Coast Guard, and Com-
mandant of Coast Guard, were excepted from transfer 
when Coast Guard is operating as part of Navy under 
sections 1 and 3 of Title 14. 

‘‘Commandant of the Coast Guard’’ substituted for 
‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ on authority of Reorg. Plan 
No. 3 of 1946, §§ 101–104, set out in the Appendix to Title 
5. 

Upon incorporation into the Code, the words ‘‘Sec-
retary of Commerce’’ were substituted for ‘‘Secretary 

of Commerce and Labor’’ to conform to act Mar. 4, 1913, 
which provided that the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor should be called the Secretary of Commerce. 
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ume. 

1295. Requirements for American materials. 



Page 331 TITLE 33—NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS § 1251 

Sec. 

1296. Determination of priority of projects. 
1297. Guidelines for cost-effectiveness analysis. 
1298. Cost effectiveness. 
1299. State certification of projects. 
1300. Pilot program for alternative water source 

projects. 
1301. Sewer overflow control grants. 

SUBCHAPTER III—STANDARDS AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

1311. Effluent limitations. 
1312. Water quality related effluent limitations. 
1313. Water quality standards and implementation 

plans. 
1313a. Revised water quality standards. 
1314. Information and guidelines 
1315. State reports on water quality. 
1316. National standards of performance. 
1317. Toxic and pretreatment effluent standards. 
1318. Records and reports; inspections. 
1319. Enforcement. 
1320. International pollution abatement. 
1321. Oil and hazardous substance liability. 
1321a. Prevention of small oil spills. 
1321b. Improved coordination with tribal govern-

ments. 
1321c. International efforts on enforcement. 
1322. Marine sanitation devices. 
1323. Federal facilities pollution control. 
1324. Clean lakes. 
1325. National Study Commission. 
1326. Thermal discharges. 
1327. Omitted. 
1328. Aquaculture. 
1329. Nonpoint source management programs. 
1330. National estuary program. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—PERMITS AND LICENSES 

1341. Certification. 
1342. National pollutant discharge elimination sys-

tem. 
1343. Ocean discharge criteria. 
1344. Permits for dredged or fill material. 
1345. Disposal or use of sewage sludge. 
1346. Coastal recreation water quality monitoring 

and notification. 

SUBCHAPTER V—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1361. Administration. 
1362. Definitions. 
1363. Water Pollution Control Advisory Board. 
1364. Emergency powers. 
1365. Citizen suits. 
1366. Appearance. 
1367. Employee protection. 
1368. Federal procurement. 
1369. Administrative procedure and judicial review. 
1370. State authority. 
1371. Authority under other laws and regulations. 
1372. Labor standards. 
1373. Public health agency coordination. 
1374. Effluent Standards and Water Quality Infor-

mation Advisory Committee. 
1375. Reports to Congress; detailed estimates and 

comprehensive study on costs; State esti-
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CODIFICATION 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, comprising 
this chapter, was originally enacted by act June 30, 
1948, ch. 758, 62 Stat. 1155, and amended by acts July 17, 
1952, ch. 927, 66 Stat. 755; July 9, 1956, ch. 518, §§ 1, 2, 70 
Stat. 498–507; June 25, 1959, Pub. L. 86–70, 73 Stat. 141; 
July 12, 1960, Pub. L. 86–624, 74 Stat. 411; July 20, 1961, 
Pub. L. 87–88, 75 Stat. 204; Oct. 2, 1965, Pub. L. 89–234, 79 
Stat. 903; Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–753, 80 Stat. 1246; Apr. 
3, 1970, Pub. L. 91–224, 84 Stat. 91; Dec. 31, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–611, 84 Stat. 1818; July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92–50, 85 Stat. 
124; Oct. 13, 1971, Pub. L. 92–137, 85 Stat. 379; Mar. 1, 
1972, Pub. L. 92–240, 86 Stat. 47, and was formerly classi-
fied first to section 466 et seq. of this title and later to 
section 1151 et seq. of this title. The act is shown here-
in, however, as having been added by Pub. L. 92–500 
without reference to such intervening amendments be-
cause of the extensive amendment, reorganization, and 
expansion of the act’s provisions by Pub. L. 92–500. 

SUBCHAPTER I—RESEARCH AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS 

§ 1251. Congressional declaration of goals and 
policy 

(a) Restoration and maintenance of chemical, 
physical and biological integrity of Nation’s 
waters; national goals for achievement of ob-
jective 

The objective of this chapter is to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of the Nation’s waters. In order to 
achieve this objective it is hereby declared that, 
consistent with the provisions of this chapter— 

(1) it is the national goal that the discharge 
of pollutants into the navigable waters be 
eliminated by 1985; 

(2) it is the national goal that wherever at-
tainable, an interim goal of water quality 
which provides for the protection and propaga-
tion of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provides 
for recreation in and on the water be achieved 
by July 1, 1983; 

(3) it is the national policy that the dis-
charge of toxic pollutants in toxic amounts be 
prohibited; 

(4) it is the national policy that Federal fi-
nancial assistance be provided to construct 
publicly owned waste treatment works; 

(5) it is the national policy that areawide 
waste treatment management planning proc-
esses be developed and implemented to assure 
adequate control of sources of pollutants in 
each State; 

(6) it is the national policy that a major re-
search and demonstration effort be made to 
develop technology necessary to eliminate the 
discharge of pollutants into the navigable wa-
ters, waters of the contiguous zone, and the 
oceans; and 

(7) it is the national policy that programs 
for the control of nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion be developed and implemented in an expe-
ditious manner so as to enable the goals of 
this chapter to be met through the control of 
both point and nonpoint sources of pollution. 
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