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§ 1914. Transferred

Section, Pub. L. 100-220, title II, §2203, Dec. 29, 1987,
101 Stat. 1466; Pub. L. 104-324, title VIII, §802(b), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3944; Pub. L. 109-449, §5(a), Dec. 22, 2006,
120 Stat. 3337, was redesignated section 5 of Pub. L.
109-449 and transferred to section 1954 of this title.

§1915. Repealed. Pub. L. 112-213, title VI,
§604(d), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1577

Section, Pub. L. 100-220, title II, §2204, Dec. 29, 1987,
101 Stat. 1466; Pub. L. 104-324, title VIII, §802(c), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3945, related to creation of a plastic pol-
lution public education program.
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§1951. Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to address the
adverse impacts of marine debris on the United
States economy, the marine environment, and
navigation safety through the identification, de-
termination of sources, assessment, prevention,
reduction, and removal of marine debris.

(Pub. L. 109449, §2, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3333;
Pub. L. 112-213, title VI, §603, Dec. 20, 2012, 126
Stat. 1576.)

AMENDMENTS

2012—Pub. L. 112-213 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘“The purposes of
this chapter are—

‘(1) to help identify, determine sources of, assess,
reduce, and prevent marine debris and its adverse im-
pacts on the marine environment and navigation
safety;

‘(2) to reactivate the Interagency Marine Debris
Coordinating Committee; and

‘(3) to develop a Federal marine debris information
clearinghouse.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2012 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 112-213, title VI, §601, Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat.
1576, provided that: ‘“‘This title [amending this section
and sections 1952 to 1956 of this title, transferring sec-
tion 1914 of this title to section 1954 of this title, repeal-
ing sections 1915 and 1954 of this title, and amending
provisions set out as a note under this section] may be
cited as the ‘Marine Debris Act Amendments of 2012’.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 109449, §1, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3333, as
amended by Pub. L. 112-213, title VI, §602(a), Dec. 20,
2012, 126 Stat. 1576, provided that: ‘“This Act [enacting
and amending this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Marine
Debris Act’.”

§1952. NOAA Marine Debris Program
(a) Establishment of Program

There is established, within the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, a Marine
Debris Program to identify, determine sources
of, assess, prevent, reduce, and remove marine

debris and address the adverse impacts of ma-
rine debris on the economy of the United States,
the marine environment, and navigation safety.
(b) Program components

The Administrator, acting through the Pro-
gram and subject to the availability of appro-
priations, shall—

(1) identify, determine sources of, assess,
prevent, reduce, and remove marine debris,
with a focus on marine debris posing a threat
to living marine resources and navigation
safety;

(2) provide national and regional coordina-
tion to assist States, Indian tribes, and re-
gional organizations in the identification, de-
termination of sources, assessment, preven-
tion, reduction, and removal of marine debris;

(3) undertake efforts to reduce the adverse
impacts of lost and discarded fishing gear on
living marine resources and navigation safety,
including—

(A) research and development of alter-
natives to gear posing threats to the marine
environment and methods for marking gear
used in certain fisheries to enhance the
tracking, recovery, and identification of lost
and discarded gear; and

(B) the development of effective non-
regulatory measures and incentives to coop-
eratively reduce the volume of lost and dis-
carded fishing gear and to aid in gear recov-
ery.

(4) undertake outreach and education activi-
ties for the public and other stakeholders on
sources of marine debris, threats associated
with marine debris, and approaches to identi-
fying, determining sources of, assessing, pre-
venting, reducing, and removing marine debris
and its adverse impacts on the United States
economy, the marine environment, and navi-
gation safety, including outreach and edu-
cation activities through public-private initia-
tives; and

(5) develop, in consultation with the Inter-
agency Committee, interagency plans for the
timely response to events determined by the
Administrator to be severe marine debris
events, including plans to—

(A) coordinate across agencies and with
relevant State, tribal, and local govern-
ments to ensure adequate, timely, and effi-
cient response;

(B) assess the composition, volume, and
trajectory of marine debris associated with a
severe marine debris event; and

(C) estimate the potential impacts of a se-
vere marine debris event, including eco-
nomic impacts on human health, navigation
safety, natural resources, tourism, and live-
stock, including aquaculture.

(c) Grants, cooperative agreements, and con-

tracts
(1) In general

The Administrator, acting through the Pro-
gram, shall enter into cooperative agreements
and contracts and provide financial assistance
in the form of grants for projects to accom-
plish the purpose set forth in section 1951 of
this title.
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