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SUBCHAPTER III—BUREAU OF JUSTICE 
STATISTICS 

§ 10131. Statement of purpose 

It is the purpose of this subchapter to provide 
for and encourage the collection and analysis of 
statistical information concerning crime, juve-
nile delinquency, and the operation of the crimi-
nal justice system and related aspects of the 
civil justice system and to support the develop-
ment of information and statistical systems at 
the Federal, State, and local levels to improve 
the efforts of these levels of government to 
measure and understand the levels of crime, ju-
venile delinquency, and the operation of the 
criminal justice system and related aspects of 
the civil justice system. The Bureau shall utilize 
to the maximum extent feasible State govern-
mental organizations and facilities responsible 
for the collection and analysis of criminal jus-
tice data and statistics. In carrying out the pro-
visions of this subchapter, the Bureau shall give 
primary emphasis to the problems of State and 
local justice systems. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 301, as added Pub. L. 
96–157, § 2, Dec. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 1176; amended 
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 605(a), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2079.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3731 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 301 of Pub. L. 90–351, title I, June 19, 

1968, 82 Stat. 199; Pub. L. 91–644, title I, § 4(1)–(4), Jan. 2, 

1971, 84 Stat. 1882; Pub. L. 93–83, § 2, Aug. 6, 1973, 87 Stat. 

199; Pub. L. 94–503, title I, §§ 109, 128(b), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 

Stat. 2411, 2424, related to purposes and categories of 

grants for law enforcement and criminal justice pur-

poses, prior to the general amendment of this chapter 

by Pub. L. 96–157. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–473 struck out ‘‘(including white-col-

lar crime and public corruption)’’ after ‘‘information 

concerning crime’’ and ‘‘(including crimes against the 

elderly, white-collar crime, and public corruption)’’ 

after ‘‘levels of crime’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–473 effective Oct. 12, 1984, 

see section 609AA(a) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as an Ef-

fective Date note under section 10101 of this title. 

§ 10132. Bureau of Justice Statistics 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice, under the general authority of the At-
torney General, a Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(hereinafter referred to in this subchapter as 
‘‘Bureau’’). 

(b) Appointment of Director; experience; author-
ity; restrictions 

The Bureau shall be headed by a Director ap-
pointed by the President. The Director shall 
have had experience in statistical programs. The 
Director shall have final authority for all 
grants, cooperative agreements, and contracts 
awarded by the Bureau. The Director shall be re-

sponsible for the integrity of data and statistics 
and shall protect against improper or illegal use 
or disclosure. The Director shall report to the 
Attorney General through the Assistant Attor-
ney General. The Director shall not engage in 
any other employment than that of serving as 
Director; nor shall the Director hold any office 
in, or act in any capacity for, any organization, 
agency, or institution with which the Bureau 
makes any contract or other arrangement under 
this Act. 

(c) Duties and functions of Bureau 

The Bureau is authorized to— 
(1) make grants to, or enter into cooperative 

agreements or contracts with public agencies, 
institutions of higher education, private orga-
nizations, or private individuals for purposes 
related to this subchapter; grants shall be 
made subject to continuing compliance with 
standards for gathering justice statistics set 
forth in rules and regulations promulgated by 
the Director; 

(2) collect and analyze information concern-
ing criminal victimization, including crimes 
against the elderly, and civil disputes; 

(3) collect and analyze data that will serve 
as a continuous and comparable national so-
cial indication of the prevalence, incidence, 
rates, extent, distribution, and attributes of 
crime, juvenile delinquency, civil disputes, 
and other statistical factors related to crime, 
civil disputes, and juvenile delinquency, in 
support of national, State, tribal, and local 
justice policy and decisionmaking; 

(4) collect and analyze statistical informa-
tion, concerning the operations of the crimi-
nal justice system at the Federal, State, trib-
al, and local levels; 

(5) collect and analyze statistical informa-
tion concerning the prevalence, incidence, 
rates, extent, distribution, and attributes of 
crime, and juvenile delinquency, at the Fed-
eral, State, tribal, and local levels; 

(6) analyze the correlates of crime, civil dis-
putes and juvenile delinquency, by the use of 
statistical information, about criminal and 
civil justice systems at the Federal, State, 
tribal, and local levels, and about the extent, 
distribution and attributes of crime, and juve-
nile delinquency, in the Nation and at the 
Federal, State, tribal, and local levels; 

(7) compile, collate, analyze, publish, and 
disseminate uniform national statistics con-
cerning all aspects of criminal justice and re-
lated aspects of civil justice, crime, including 
crimes against the elderly, juvenile delin-
quency, criminal offenders, juvenile delin-
quents, and civil disputes in the various States 
and in Indian country; 

(8) recommend national standards for justice 
statistics and for insuring the reliability and 
validity of justice statistics supplied pursuant 
to this chapter; 

(9) maintain liaison with the judicial 
branches of the Federal Government and State 
and tribal governments in matters relating to 
justice statistics, and cooperate with the judi-
cial branch in assuring as much uniformity as 
feasible in statistical systems of the executive 
and judicial branches; 
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