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SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERALLY

§11101. Findings

(a) The Congress finds the following:

(1) Although the juvenile violent crime ar-
rest rate in 1999 was the lowest in the decade,
there remains a consensus that the number of
crimes and the rate of offending by juveniles
nationwide is still too high.

(2) According to the Office of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention, allowing 1
youth to leave school for a life of crime and of
drug abuse costs society $1,700,000 to $2,300,000
annually.

(3) One in every 6 individuals (16.2 percent)
arrested for committing violent crime in 1999
was less than 18 years of age. In 1999, juveniles
accounted for 9 percent of murder arrests, 17
percent of forcible rape arrests, 256 percent of
robbery arrest, 14 percent of aggravated as-
sault arrests, and 24 percent of weapons ar-
rests.

(4) More than 12 of juvenile murder victims
are killed with firearms. Of the nearly 1,800
murder victims less than 18 years of age, 17
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