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riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-

less, in the case of a board established by the President 

or an officer of the Federal Government, such board is 

renewed by appropriate action prior to the expiration 

of such 2-year period, or in the case of a board estab-

lished by Congress, its duration is otherwise provided 

by law. See sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 

6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 

5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 20304. Local children’s advocacy centers 

(a) In general 

The Administrator, in coordination with the 
Director and with the Director of the Office of 
Victims of Crime, shall make grants to develop 
and implement multidisciplinary child abuse in-
vestigation and prosecution programs. 

(b) Direct services for victims of child pornog-
raphy 

The Administrator, in coordination with the 
Director and with the Director of the Office of 
Victims of Crime, may make grants to develop 
and implement specialized programs to identify 
and provide direct services to victims of child 
pornography. 

(c) Grant criteria 

(1) The Director shall establish the criteria to 
be used in evaluating applications for grants 
under this section consistent with sections 11183 
and 11186 of this title. 

(2) In general, the grant criteria established 
pursuant to paragraph (1) may require that a 
program include any of the following elements: 

(A) A written agreement between local law 
enforcement, social service, health, and other 
related agencies to coordinate child abuse in-
vestigation, prosecution, treatment, and coun-
seling services. 

(B) An appropriate site for referring, inter-
viewing, treating, and counseling child vic-
tims of sexual and serious physical abuse and 
neglect and nonoffending family members (re-
ferred to as the ‘‘counseling center’’). 

(C) Referral of all sexual and serious phys-
ical abuse and neglect cases to the counseling 
center not later than 24 hours after notifica-
tion of an incident of abuse. 

(D) Joint initial investigative interviews of 
child victims by personnel from law enforce-
ment, health, and social service agencies. 

(E) A requirement that, to the extent prac-
ticable, the same agency representative who 
conducts an initial interview conduct all sub-
sequent interviews. 

(F) A requirement that, to the extent prac-
ticable, all interviews and meetings with a 
child victim occur at the counseling center. 

(G) Coordination of each step of the inves-
tigation process to minimize the number of 
interviews that a child victim must attend. 

(H) Designation of a director for the multi-
disciplinary program. 

(I) Assignment of a volunteer or staff advo-
cate to each child in order to assist the child 
and, when appropriate, the child’s family, 
throughout each step of judicial proceedings. 

(J) Such other criteria as the Director shall 
establish by regulation. 

(d) Distribution of grants 

In awarding grants under this section, the Di-
rector shall ensure that grants are distributed 

to both large and small States and to rural, sub-
urban, and urban jurisdictions. 

(e) Consultation with regional children’s advo-
cacy centers 

A grant recipient under this section shall con-
sult from time to time with regional children’s 
advocacy centers in its census region that are 
grant recipients under section 20303 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 214, formerly § 212, 
Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4793; renumbered § 214 and 
amended Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(b)(1), (c), Nov. 4, 
1992, 106 Stat. 5029, 5034; Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, 
title II, § 12221(b)(1)(A), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1894; Pub. L. 114–22, title I, § 104(2), May 29, 2015, 
129 Stat. 236.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13002 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 214 of Pub. L. 101–647 was renumbered 

section 214B and is classified to section 20306 of this 

title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsecs. (b) to (e). Pub. L. 114–22 added subsec. 

(b) and redesignated former subsecs. (b) to (d) as (c) to 

(e), respectively. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘sec-

tions 5673 and 5676 of this title’’ for ‘‘sections 5665a, 

5673, and 5676 of this title’’. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(c)(1), substituted ‘‘Local chil-

dren’s advocacy centers’’ for ‘‘Authority of Director to 

make grants’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(c)(2), substituted ‘‘The 

Administrator, in coordination with the Director and 

with the Director of the Office of Victims of Crime,’’ 

for ‘‘The Director of the Office of Victims of Crime 

(hereinafter in this subchapter referred to as the ‘Di-

rector’), in consultation with officials of the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(c)(3), inserted 

‘‘and nonoffending family members’’ after ‘‘neglect’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(c)(4), added subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–273 effective on the first 

day of the first fiscal year that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, 

and applicable only with respect to fiscal years begin-

ning on or after the first day of the first fiscal year 

that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, see section 12223 of Pub. 

L. 107–273, as amended, set out as a note under section 

11101 of this title. 

§ 20305. Grants for specialized technical assist-
ance and training programs 

(a) In general 

The Administrator shall make grants to na-
tional organizations to provide technical assist-
ance and training to attorneys and others in-
strumental to the criminal prosecution of child 
abuse cases in State or Federal courts, for the 
purpose of improving the quality of criminal 
prosecution of such cases. 

(b) Grantee organizations 

An organization to which a grant is made pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall be one that has, or 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

is affiliated with one that has, broad member-
ship among attorneys who prosecute criminal 
cases in State courts and has demonstrated ex-
perience in providing training and technical as-
sistance for prosecutors. 

(c) Grant criteria 

(1) The Administrator shall establish the cri-
teria to be used for evaluating applications for 
grants under this section, consistent with sec-
tions 11183 and 11186 of this title. 

(2) The grant criteria established pursuant to 
paragraph (1) shall require that a program pro-
vide training and technical assistance that in-
cludes information regarding improved child 
interview techniques, thorough investigative 
methods, interagency coordination and effective 
presentation of evidence in court, including the 
use of alternative courtroom procedures de-
scribed in this title.1 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 214A, formerly § 213, 
Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4793; renumbered § 214A 
and amended Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(b)(1), (d), Nov. 4, 
1992, 106 Stat. 5029, 5034; Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, 
title II, § 12221(b)(1)(B), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1894.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), means title II 

of Pub. L. 101–647, known as the Victims of Child Abuse 

Act of 1990, which is classified principally to this chap-

ter. For complete classification of title II to the Code, 

see Short Title of 1990 Act note set out under section 

10101 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13003 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘sec-

tions 5673 and 5676 of this title’’ for ‘‘sections 5665a, 

5673, and 5676 of this title’’. 
1992—Subsecs. (a), (c)(1). Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(d), sub-

stituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Director’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–273 effective on the first 

day of the first fiscal year that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, 

and applicable only with respect to fiscal years begin-

ning on or after the first day of the first fiscal year 

that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, see section 12223 of Pub. 

L. 107–273, as amended, set out as a note under section 

11101 of this title. 

§ 20306. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Sections 20303 and 20304 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out sections 20303 and 20304 of this title, 
$15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, and 2018. 

(b) Section 20305 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 20305 of this title, $5,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 214B, formerly § 214, 
Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4794; renumbered § 214B 

and amended Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(b)(1), (e), Nov. 4, 
1992, 106 Stat. 5029, 5034; Pub. L. 104–235, title II, 
§ 232, Oct. 3, 1996, 110 Stat. 3092; Pub. L. 108–21, 
title III, § 381(b), Apr. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 667; Pub. 
L. 113–163, § 2(a), Aug. 8, 2014, 128 Stat. 1864.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13004 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

Some section numbers or references in amendment 

notes below reflect the classification of such sections 

or references prior to editorial reclassification. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–163 substituted ‘‘fiscal years 2014, 

2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018’’ for ‘‘fiscal years 2004 and 2005’’ 

in subsecs. (a) and (b). 

2003—Pub. L. 108–21 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section authorized appropriations to 

carry out sections 13001b and 13002 of $15,000,000 for fis-

cal year 1993 and such sums as necessary in fiscal years 

1994 through 2000 and appropriations to carry out sec-

tion 13003 of $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1993 and such sums 

as necessary in fiscal years 1994 through 2000. 

1996—Subsecs. (a)(2), (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–235 substituted 

‘‘1996, and each of the fiscal years 1997 through 2000’’ for 

‘‘and 1996’’. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–586, § 6(e), amended section gener-

ally. Prior to amendment, section authorized appro-

priations to carry out this subchapter of $20,000,000 in 

fiscal year 1991 and such sums as may be necessary in 

fiscal years 1992 and 1993 and provided that not less 

than 90 percent was to be used for grants under section 

13002 of this title. 

§ 20307. Accountability 

All grants awarded by the Administrator 
under this subchapter shall be subject to the fol-
lowing accountability provisions: 

(1) Audit requirement 

(A) Definition 

In this paragraph, the term ‘‘unresolved 
audit finding’’ means a finding in the final 
audit report of the Inspector General of the 
Department of Justice that the audited 
grantee has utilized grant funds for an unau-
thorized expenditure or otherwise unallow-
able cost that is not closed or resolved with-
in 12 months from the date when the final 
audit report is issued and any appeal has 
been completed. 

(B) Audit 

The Inspector General of the Department 
of Justice shall conduct audits of recipients 
of grants under this subchapter to prevent 
waste, fraud, and abuse of funds by grantees. 
The Inspector General shall determine the 
appropriate number of grantees to be au-
dited each year. 

(C) Mandatory exclusion 

A recipient of grant funds under this sub-
chapter that is found to have an unresolved 
audit finding shall not be eligible to receive 
grant funds under this subchapter during the 
following 2 fiscal years. 

(D) Priority 

In awarding grants under this subchapter, 
the Administrator shall give priority to eli-
gible entities that did not have an unre-
solved audit finding during the 3 fiscal years 
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