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(7) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(8) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 114–119, § 9, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 25.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16935f of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 21508. Technical assistance 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, may provide technical as-
sistance to foreign authorities in order to enable 
such authorities to participate more effectively 
in the notification program system established 
under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 114–119, § 10, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 25.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 114–119, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 

Stat. 15, known as the International Megan’s Law to 

Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 

Through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Of-

fenders, which is classified principally to this chapter. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title of 2016 Act note set out under section 10101 

of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16935g of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 21509. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this chapter $6,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2017 and 2018. 

(Pub. L. 114–119, § 11, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 25.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 114–119, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 

Stat. 15, known as the International Megan’s Law to 

Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 

Through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Of-

fenders, which is classified principally to this chapter. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title of 2016 Act note set out under section 10101 

of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16935h of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 21510. Rule of construction 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
limit international information sharing or law 
enforcement cooperation relating to any person 
pursuant to any authority of the Department of 
Justice, the Department of Homeland Security, 
or any other department or agency. 

(Pub. L. 114–119, § 12, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 25.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 114–119, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 

Stat. 15, known as the International Megan’s Law to 
Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes 
Through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Of-
fenders, which is classified principally to this chapter. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title of 2016 Act note set out under section 10101 
of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16935i of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

CHAPTER 217—ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
AND PROSECUTION 

Sec. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—SUPPORTING FEDERAL CASES 

INVOLVING ELDER JUSTICE 

21711. Supporting Federal cases involving elder jus-

tice. 

SUBCHAPTER II—IMPROVED DATA COLLECTION 

AND FEDERAL COORDINATION 

21721. Establishment of best practices for local, 

State, and Federal data collection. 
21722. Effective interagency coordination and Fed-

eral data collection. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENHANCED VICTIM 

ASSISTANCE TO ELDER ABUSE SURVIVORS 

21731. Report. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ROBERT MATAVA ELDER 

ABUSE PROSECUTION ACT OF 2017 

21741. Training and technical assistance for States. 
21742. Interstate initiatives. 

SUBCHAPTER V—MISCELLANEOUS 

21751. Model power of attorney legislation. 
21752. Best practices and model legislation for 

guardianship proceedings. 

§ 21701. Definitions 

In this chapter— 
(1) the terms ‘‘abuse’’, ‘‘adult protective 

services’’, ‘‘elder’’, ‘‘elder justice’’, ‘‘exploi-
tation’’, ‘‘law enforcement’’, and ‘‘neglect’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 1397j of title 42; 

(2) the term ‘‘elder abuse’’ includes abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation of an elder; and 

(3) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the sev-
eral States of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and any other territory or possession of 
the United States. 

(Pub. L. 115–70, § 2, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 Stat. 1208.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 115–70, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1208, known as the Elder Abuse Prevention and 
Prosecution Act, which is classified principally to this 

chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title of 2017 Amendment note set out 

under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER I—SUPPORTING FEDERAL 
CASES INVOLVING ELDER JUSTICE 

§ 21711. Supporting Federal cases involving elder 
justice 

(a) Support and assistance 

(1) Elder Justice Coordinators 

The Attorney General shall designate in 
each Federal judicial district not less than one 
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Assistant United States Attorney to serve as 
the Elder Justice Coordinator for the district, 
who, in addition to any other responsibilities, 
shall be responsible for— 

(A) serving as the legal counsel for the 
Federal judicial district on matters relating 
to elder abuse; 

(B) prosecuting, or assisting in the pros-
ecution of, elder abuse cases; 

(C) conducting public outreach and aware-
ness activities relating to elder abuse; and 

(D) ensuring the collection of data re-
quired to be collected under section 21722 of 
this title. 

(2) Investigative support 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, shall, with respect to crimes relating 
to elder abuse, ensure the implementation of a 
regular and comprehensive training program 
to train agents of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation in the investigation and prosecution 
of such crimes and the enforcement of laws re-
lated to elder abuse, which shall include— 

(A) specialized strategies for communicat-
ing with and assisting elder abuse victims; 
and 

(B) relevant forensic training relating to 
elder abuse. 

(3) Resource group 

The Attorney General, through the Execu-
tive Office for United States Attorneys, shall 
ensure the operation of a resource group to fa-
cilitate the sharing of knowledge, experience, 
sample pleadings and other case documents, 
training materials, and any other resources to 
assist prosecutors throughout the United 
States in pursuing cases relating to elder 
abuse. 

(4) Designated elder justice working group or 
subcommittee to the Attorney General’s 
Advisory Committee of United States Attor-
neys 

Not later than 60 days after October 18, 2017, 
the Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Director of the Executive Office for United 
States Attorneys, shall establish a sub-
committee or working group to the Attorney 
General’s Advisory Committee of United 
States Attorneys, as established under section 
0.10 of title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, or 
any successor thereto, for the purposes of ad-
vising the Attorney General on policies of the 
Department of Justice relating to elder abuse. 

(b) Department of Justice Elder Justice Co-
ordinator 

Not later than 60 days after October 18, 2017, 
the Attorney General shall designate an Elder 
Justice Coordinator within the Department of 
Justice who, in addition to any other respon-
sibilities, shall be responsible for— 

(1) coordinating and supporting the law en-
forcement efforts and policy activities for the 
Department of Justice on elder justice issues; 

(2) evaluating training models to determine 
best practices and creating or compiling and 
making publicly available replication guides 
and training materials for law enforcement of-

ficers, prosecutors, judges, emergency re-
sponders, individuals working in victim serv-
ices, adult protective services, social services, 
and public safety, medical personnel, mental 
health personnel, financial services personnel, 
and any other individuals whose work may 
bring them in contact with elder abuse regard-
ing how to— 

(A) conduct investigations in elder abuse 
cases; 

(B) address evidentiary issues and other 
legal issues; and 

(C) appropriately assess, respond to, and 
interact with victims and witnesses in elder 
abuse cases, including in administrative, 
civil, and criminal judicial proceedings; and 

(3) carrying out such other duties as the At-
torney General determines necessary in con-
nection with enhancing the understanding, 
prevention, and detection of, and response to, 
elder abuse. 

(c) Federal Trade Commission 

(1) Federal Trade Commission Elder Justice 
Coordinator 

Not later than 60 days after October 18, 2017, 
the Chairman of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall designate within the Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection of the Federal Trade Com-
mission an Elder Justice Coordinator who, in 
addition to any other responsibilities, shall be 
responsible for— 

(A) coordinating and supporting the en-
forcement and consumer education efforts 
and policy activities of the Federal Trade 
Commission on elder justice issues; and 

(B) serving as, or ensuring the availability 
of, a central point of contact for individuals, 
units of local government, States, and other 
Federal agencies on matters relating to the 
enforcement and consumer education efforts 
and policy activities of the Federal Trade 
Commission on elder justice issues. 

(2) Reports to Congress 

Not later than 1 year after October 18, 2017, 
and once every year thereafter, the Chairman 
of the Federal Trade Commission and the At-
torney General shall each submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives a report detailing the enforce-
ment actions taken by the Federal Trade Com-
mission and the Department of Justice, re-
spectively, over the preceding year in each 
case in which not less than one victim was an 
elder or that involved a financial scheme or 
scam that was either targeted directly toward 
or largely affected elders, including— 

(A) the name of the district where the case 
originated; 

(B) the style of the case, including the case 
name and number; 

(C) a description of the scheme or scam; 
and 

(D) the outcome of the case. 

(d) Use of appropriated funds 

No additional funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 115–70, title I, § 101, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1209.) 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

SUBCHAPTER II—IMPROVED DATA COLLEC-
TION AND FEDERAL COORDINATION 

§ 21721. Establishment of best practices for local, 
State, and Federal data collection 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
Federal, State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies, shall— 

(1) establish best practices for data collec-
tion to focus on elder abuse; and 

(2) provide technical assistance to State, 
local, and tribal governments in adopting the 
best practices established under paragraph (1). 

(b) Deadline 

Not later than 1 year after October 18, 2017, 
the Attorney General shall publish the best 
practices established under subsection (a)(1) on 
the website of the Department of Justice in a 
publicly accessible manner. 

(c) Limitation 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require or obligate compliance with the best 
practices established under subsection (a)(1). 

(Pub. L. 115–70, title II, § 201, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1211.) 

§ 21722. Effective interagency coordination and 
Federal data collection 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall, on an annual basis— 

(1) collect from Federal law enforcement 
agencies, other agencies as appropriate, and 
Federal prosecutors’ offices statistical data re-
lated to elder abuse cases, including cases or 
investigations where one or more victims were 
elders, or the case or investigation involved a 
financial scheme or scam that was either tar-
geted directly toward or largely affected el-
ders; and 

(2) publish on the website of the Department 
of Justice in a publicly accessible manner— 

(A) a summary of the data collected under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) recommendations for collecting addi-
tional data relating to elder abuse, including 
recommendations for ways to improve data 
reporting across Federal, State, and local 
agencies. 

(b) Requirement 

The data collected under subsection (a)(1) 
shall include— 

(1) the total number of investigations initi-
ated by Federal law enforcement agencies, 
other agencies as appropriate, and Federal 
prosecutors’ offices related to elder abuse; 

(2) the total number and types of elder abuse 
cases filed in Federal courts; and 

(3) for each case described in paragraph (2)— 
(A) the name of the district where the case 

originated; 
(B) the style of the case, including the case 

name and number; 
(C) a description of the act or acts giving 

rise to the elder abuse; 

(D) in the case of a scheme or scam, a de-
scription of such scheme or scam giving rise 
to the elder abuse; 

(E) information about each alleged per-
petrator of the elder abuse; and 

(F) the outcome of the case. 

(c) HHS requirement 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall, on an annual basis, provide to the Attor-
ney General statistical data collected by the 
Secretary relating to elder abuse cases inves-
tigated by adult protective services, which shall 
be included in the summary published under 
subsection (a)(2). 

(d) Prohibition on individual data 

None of the information reported under this 
section shall include specific individually identi-
fiable data. 

(Pub. L. 115–70, title II, § 202, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1211.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENHANCED VICTIM 
ASSISTANCE TO ELDER ABUSE SURVIVORS 

§ 21731. Report 

(a) In general 

Not later than 1 year after the date on which 
the collection of statistical data under section 
21722(a)(1) of this title begins and once each year 
thereafter, the Director of the Office for Victims 
of Crime shall submit a report to the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives that addresses, to the extent data are 
available, the nature, extent, and amount of 
funding under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 
(42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.) 1 for victims of crime who 
are elders. 

(b) Contents 

The report required under subsection (a) shall 
include— 

(1) an analysis of victims’ assistance, vic-
tims’ compensation, and discretionary grants 
under which elder abuse victims (including 
elder victims of financial abuse, financial ex-
ploitation, and fraud) received assistance; and 

(2) recommendations for improving services 
for victims of elder abuse. 

(Pub. L. 115–70, title III, § 302, Oct. 18, 2017, 131 
Stat. 1212.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Victims of Crime Act of 1984, referred to in sub-

sec. (a), is chapter XIV of title II of Pub. L. 98–473, Oct. 

12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2170, which was classified principally 

to chapter 112 (§ 10601 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public 

Health and Welfare, prior to editorial reclassification 

as chapter 201 (§ 20101 et seq.) of this title. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 

1984 Act note set out under section 10101 of this title 

and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ROBERT MATAVA ELDER 
ABUSE PROSECUTION ACT OF 2017 

§ 21741. Training and technical assistance for 
States 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services and 
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