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§40315. Enforcement and implementation

All departments, agencies, officers, and em-
ployees of the United States shall enforce the
Compact and cooperate with one another and
with all Party States in enforcing the Compact
and effectuating its purposes. For the Federal
Government, the Attorney General shall make
such rules, prescribe such instructions, and take
such other actions as may be necessary to carry
out the Compact and this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 105-251, title II, §216, Oct. 9, 1998, 112
Stat. 1875.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 14615 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§40316. National Crime Prevention and Privacy
Compact

The Contracting Parties agree to the follow-
ing:

OVERVIEW

(a) In general

This Compact organizes an electronic informa-
tion sharing system among the Federal Govern-
ment and the States to exchange criminal his-
tory records for noncriminal justice purposes
authorized by Federal or State law, such as
background checks for governmental licensing
and employment.

(b) Obligations of parties

Under this Compact, the FBI and the Party
States agree to maintain detailed databases of
their respective criminal history records, in-
cluding arrests and dispositions, and to make
them available to the Federal Government and
to Party States for authorized purposes. The
FBI shall also manage the Federal data facili-
ties that provide a significant part of the infra-
structure for the system.

ARTICLE I—DEFINITIONS

In this Compact:
(1) Attorney General

The term ‘‘Attorney General” means the At-
torney General of the United States.

(2) Compact officer

The term ‘‘Compact officer’”” means—

(A) with respect to the Federal Govern-
ment, an official so designated by the Direc-
tor of the FBI; and

(B) with respect to a Party State, the chief
administrator of the State’s criminal his-
tory record repository or a designee of the
chief administrator who is a regular full-
time employee of the repository.

(3) Council
The term ‘‘Council” means the Compact
Council established under Article VI.
(4) Criminal history records
The term ‘‘criminal history records”—
(A) means information collected by crimi-

nal justice agencies on individuals consist-
ing of identifiable descriptions and notations
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of arrests, detentions, indictments, or other
formal criminal charges, and any disposition
arising therefrom, including acquittal, sen-
tencing, correctional supervision, or release;
and

(B) does not include identification infor-
mation such as fingerprint records if such
information does not indicate involvement
of the individual with the criminal justice
system.

(5) Criminal history record repository

The term ‘‘criminal history record reposi-
tory” means the State agency designated by
the Governor or other appropriate executive
official or the legislature of a State to perform
centralized recordkeeping functions for crimi-
nal history records and services in the State.
(6) Criminal justice

The term ‘‘criminal justice’ includes activi-
ties relating to the detection, apprehension,
detention, pretrial release, post-trial release,
prosecution, adjudication, correctional super-
vision, or rehabilitation of accused persons or
criminal offenders. The administration of
criminal justice includes criminal identifica-
tion activities and the collection, storage, and
dissemination of criminal history records.

(7) Criminal justice agency
The term ‘‘criminal justice agency’’—
(A) means—
(i) courts; and
(ii) a governmental agency or any sub-
unit thereof that—

(I) performs the administration of
criminal justice pursuant to a statute or
Executive order; and

(IT) allocates a substantial part of its
annual budget to the administration of
criminal justice; and

(B) includes Federal and State inspectors
general offices.

(8) Criminal justice services

The term ‘‘criminal justice services’” means
services provided by the FBI to criminal jus-
tice agencies in response to a request for infor-
mation about a particular individual or as an
update to information previously provided for
criminal justice purposes.

(9) Criterion offense

The term ‘‘criterion offense’” means any fel-
ony or misdemeanor offense not included on
the list of nonserious offenses published peri-
odically by the FBI.

(10) Direct access

The term ‘‘direct access’ means access to
the National Identification Index by computer
terminal or other automated means not re-
quiring the assistance of or intervention by
any other party or agency.

(11) Executive order

The term ‘‘Executive order’” means an order
of the President of the United States or the
chief executive officer of a State that has the
force of law and that is promulgated in accord-
ance with applicable law.

(12) FBI

The term ‘“FBI” means the Federal Bureau

of Investigation.
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