
Page 937 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS § 7320 

DEADLINE FOR PRESCRIBING STANDARDS 

Pub. L. 104–262, title III, § 321(b), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3195, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall prescribe standards under subsection (b) of sec-
tion 7319 of title 38, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a), not later than the end of the 120-day pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Oct. 9, 1996].’’ 

IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 

Pub. L. 104–262, title III, § 321(c), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3195, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary shall submit to the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
House of Representatives a report on the Secretary’s 
implementation of section 7319 of title 38, United 
States Code, as added by subsection (a). The report 
shall be submitted not later than 120 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 9, 1996].’’ 

§ 7320. Centers for mental illness research, edu-
cation, and clinical activities 

(a) The purpose of this section is to provide for 
the improvement of the provision of health-care 
services and related counseling services to eligi-
ble veterans suffering from mental illness (espe-
cially mental illness related to service-related 
conditions) through— 

(1) the conduct of research (including re-
search on improving mental health service fa-
cilities of the Department and on improving 
the delivery of mental health services by the 
Department); 

(2) the education and training of health care 
personnel of the Department; and 

(3) the development of improved models and 
systems for the furnishing of mental health 
services by the Department. 

(b)(1) The Secretary shall establish and oper-
ate centers for mental illness research, edu-
cation, and clinical activities. Such centers 
shall be established and operated by collaborat-
ing Department facilities as provided in sub-
section (c)(1). Each such center shall function as 
a center for— 

(A) research on mental health services; 
(B) the use by the Department of specific 

models for furnishing services to treat serious 
mental illness; 

(C) education and training of health-care 
professionals of the Department; and 

(D) the development and implementation of 
innovative clinical activities and systems of 
care with respect to the delivery of such serv-
ices by the Department. 

(2) The Secretary shall, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Under Secretary for Health, des-
ignate the centers under this section. In making 
such designations, the Secretary shall ensure 
that the centers designated are located in var-
ious geographic regions of the United States. 
The Secretary may designate a center under 
this section only if— 

(A) the proposal submitted for the designa-
tion of the center meets the requirements of 
subsection (c); 

(B) the Secretary makes the finding de-
scribed in subsection (d); and 

(C) the peer review panel established under 
subsection (e) makes the determination speci-
fied in subsection (e)(3) with respect to that 
proposal. 

(3) Not more than five centers may be des-
ignated under this section. 

(4) The authority of the Secretary to establish 
and operate centers under this section is subject 
to the appropriation of funds for that purpose. 

(c) A proposal submitted for the designation of 
a center under this section shall— 

(1) provide for close collaboration in the es-
tablishment and operation of the center, and 
for the provision of care and the conduct of re-
search and education at the center, by a De-
partment facility or facilities in the same geo-
graphic area which have a mission centered on 
care of the mentally ill and a Department fa-
cility in that area which has a mission of pro-
viding tertiary medical care; 

(2) provide that no less than 50 percent of the 
funds appropriated for the center for support 
of clinical care, research, and education will 
be provided to the collaborating facility or fa-
cilities that have a mission centered on care of 
the mentally ill; and 

(3) provide for a governance arrangement be-
tween the collaborating Department facilities 
which ensures that the center will be estab-
lished and operated in a manner aimed at im-
proving the quality of mental health care at 
the collaborating facility or facilities which 
have a mission centered on care of the men-
tally ill. 

(d) The finding referred to in subsection 
(b)(2)(B) with respect to a proposal for designa-
tion of a site as a location of a center under this 
section is a finding by the Secretary, upon the 
recommendation of the Under Secretary for 
Health, that the facilities submitting the pro-
posal have developed (or may reasonably be an-
ticipated to develop) each of the following: 

(1) An arrangement with an accredited medi-
cal school that provides education and train-
ing in psychiatry and with which one or more 
of the participating Department facilities is 
affiliated under which medical residents re-
ceive education and training in psychiatry 
through regular rotation through the partici-
pating Department facilities so as to provide 
such residents with training in the diagnosis 
and treatment of mental illness. 

(2) An arrangement with an accredited grad-
uate program of psychology under which stu-
dents receive education and training in clini-
cal, counseling, or professional psychology 
through regular rotation through the partici-
pating Department facilities so as to provide 
such students with training in the diagnosis 
and treatment of mental illness. 

(3) An arrangement under which nursing, so-
cial work, counseling, or allied health person-
nel receive training and education in mental 
health care through regular rotation through 
the participating Department facilities. 

(4) The ability to attract scientists who have 
demonstrated achievement in research— 

(A) into the evaluation of innovative ap-
proaches to the design of mental health 
services; or 

(B) into the causes, prevention, and treat-
ment of mental illness. 

(5) The capability to evaluate effectively the 
activities of the center, including activities 



Page 938 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS § 7321 

relating to the evaluation of specific efforts to 
improve the quality and effectiveness of men-
tal health services provided by the Depart-
ment at or through individual facilities. 

(e)(1) In order to provide advice to assist the 
Secretary and the Under Secretary for Health to 
carry out their responsibilities under this sec-
tion, the official within the central office of the 
Veterans Health Administration responsible for 
mental health and behavioral sciences matters 
shall establish a peer review panel to assess the 
scientific and clinical merit of proposals that 
are submitted to the Secretary for the designa-
tion of centers under this section. 

(2) The panel shall consist of experts in the 
fields of mental health research, education and 
training, and clinical care. Members of the panel 
shall serve as consultants to the Department. 

(3) The panel shall review each proposal sub-
mitted to the panel by the official referred to in 
paragraph (1) and shall submit to that official 
its views on the relative scientific and clinical 
merit of each such proposal. The panel shall spe-
cifically determine with respect to each such 
proposal whether that proposal is among those 
proposals which have met the highest competi-
tive standards of scientific and clinical merit. 

(4) The panel shall not be subject to the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.). 

(f) Clinical and scientific investigation activi-
ties at each center established under this sec-
tion— 

(1) may compete for the award of funding 
from amounts appropriated for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical and pros-
thetics research account; and 

(2) shall receive priority in the award of 
funding from such account insofar as funds are 
awarded to projects and activities relating to 
mental illness. 

(g) The Under Secretary for Health shall en-
sure that at least three centers designated under 
this section emphasize research into means of 
improving the quality of care for veterans suf-
fering from mental illness through the develop-
ment of community-based alternatives to insti-
tutional treatment for such illness. 

(h) The Under Secretary for Health shall en-
sure that information produced by the research, 
education and training, and clinical activities of 
centers established under this section that may 
be useful for other activities of the Veterans 
Health Administration is disseminated through-
out the Veterans Health Administration. Such 
dissemination shall be made through publica-
tions, through programs of continuing medical 
and related education provided through regional 
medical education centers under subchapter VI 
of chapter 74 of this title, and through other 
means. Such programs of continuing medical 
education shall receive priority in the award of 
funding. 

(i) The official within the central office of the 
Veterans Health Administration responsible for 
mental health and behavioral sciences matters 
shall be responsible for supervising the oper-
ation of the centers established pursuant to this 
section and shall provide for ongoing evaluation 
of the centers and their compliance with the re-
quirements of this section. 

(j)(1) There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Department of Veterans Affairs for the 
basic support of the research and education and 
training activities of centers established pursu-
ant to this section amounts as follows: 

(A) $3,125,000 for fiscal year 1998. 
(B) $6,250,000 for each of fiscal years 1999 

through 2001. 

(2) In addition to funds appropriated for a fis-
cal year pursuant to the authorization of appro-
priations in paragraph (1), the Under Secretary 
for Health shall allocate to such centers from 
other funds appropriated for that fiscal year 
generally for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs medical services account and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical and prosthet-
ics research account such amounts as the Under 
Secretary for Health determines appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–262, title III, § 334(a)(1), Oct. 9, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3200; amended Pub. L. 110–387, title 
IX, § 901(a)(8), Oct. 10, 2008, 122 Stat. 4142.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (e)(4), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (j)(2). Pub. L. 110–387 substituted ‘‘medi-
cal services account’’ for ‘‘medical care account’’. 

ANNUAL REPORTS ON AND DESIGNATION OF CENTERS 

Pub. L. 104–262, title III, § 334(b), (c), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3203, 3204, provided that: 

‘‘(b) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than February 1 of 
each of 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002, the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Veter-
ans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives 
a report on the status and activities during the pre-
vious fiscal year of the centers for mental illness re-
search, education, and clinical activities established 
pursuant to section 7320 of title 38, United States Code 
(as added by subsection (a)). Each such report shall in-
clude the following: 

‘‘(1) A description of the activities carried out at 
each center and the funding provided for such activi-
ties. 

‘‘(2) A description of the advances made at each of 
the participating facilities of the center in research, 
education and training, and clinical activities relat-
ing to mental illness in veterans. 

‘‘(3) A description of the actions taken by the Under 
Secretary for Health pursuant to subsection (h) of 
that section (as so added) to disseminate information 
derived from such activities throughout the Veterans 
Health Administration. 

‘‘(4) The Secretary’s evaluations of the effective-
ness of the centers in fulfilling the purposes of the 
centers. 
‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs shall designate at least one center under section 
7320 of title 38, United States Code, not later than Jan-
uary 1, 1998.’’ 

§ 7321. Committee on Care of Severely Chron-
ically Mentally Ill Veterans 

(a) The Secretary, acting through the Under 
Secretary for Health, shall establish in the Vet-
erans Health Administration a Committee on 
Care of Severely Chronically Mentally Ill Veter-
ans. The Under Secretary shall appoint employ-
ees of the Department with expertise in the care 
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