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ment by section 1(a)(1) of Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940,
eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2107, 54 Stat. 1231, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. See section 306 of Title 31, Money and Finance.

§ 8524. Disposal of remaining assets

The remainder of such assets or their proceeds
shall become assets of the United States as
trustee for the Fund and disposed of in accord-
ance with this subchapter. If there is adminis-
tration upon the decedent’s estate such assets,
other than money, upon claim therefor within
the time required by law, shall be delivered by
the administrator of the estate to the Secretary
or the Secretary’s authorized representative, as
upon final distribution; and upon the same
claim there shall be paid to the Treasurer of the
United States for credit to the Fund any such
money, available for final distribution. In the
absence of administration, any money, chose in
action, or other property of the deceased vet-
eran held by any person shall be paid or trans-
ferred to the Secretary upon demand by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s duly authorized rep-
resentative, who shall deliver itemized receipt
therefor. Such payment or transfer shall con-
stitute a complete acquittance of the transferor
with respect to any claims by any adminis-
trator, creditor, or next of kin of such decedent.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1261, §5224;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(103), Oct. 28, 1986,
100 Stat. 3300; renumbered §8524, Pub. L. 102-40,
title IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238;
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5224 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘“‘Adminis-
trator’” and ‘‘Secretary’s’’ for ‘‘Administrator’s’ wher-
ever appearing.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘the Administra-
tor’s” for ‘“his” in two places, and ‘‘the Administrator”
for “him”.

§8525. Court actions

If necessary to obtain such assets the Sec-
retary, through the Secretary’s authorized at-
torneys, may bring and prosecute appropriate
actions at law or other legal proceedings, the
costs and expenses thereof to be paid as are
other administrative expenses of the Depart-
ment.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1261, §5225;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(104), Oct. 28, 1986,
100 Stat. 3301; renumbered §8525, Pub. L. 102-40,
title IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238;
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), (b)), 2)(E), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5225 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Adminis-
trator”’, ‘“‘Secretary’s’ for ‘‘Administrator’s”, and ‘‘De-
partment’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administration”.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘the Administra-
tor’s” for “‘his’.

§ 8526. Filing of claims for assets

Notwithstanding the crediting to said Fund of
the assets, or proceeds thereof, of any decedent,

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

§8526

whether upon determination by a court or the
Department pursuant to the provisions of sec-
tion 8520 of this title, any person claiming a
right to such assets may within five years after
the death of the decedent file a claim on behalf
of such person and any other claiming with the
Secretary. Upon receipt of due proof that any
person was at date of death of the veteran enti-
tled to the veteran’s personal property, or a part
thereof, under the laws of the State of domicile
of the decedent, the Secretary may pay out of
the Fund, but not to exceed the net amount
credited thereto from said decedent’s estate less
any necessary expenses, the amount to which
such person, or persons, was or were so entitled,
and upon similar claim any assets of the dece-
dent which shall not have been disposed of shall
be delivered in kind to the parties legally enti-
tled thereto. If any person so entitled is under
legal disability at the date of death of such dece-
dent, such five-year period of limitation shall
run from the termination or removal of legal
disability. In the event of doubt as to entitle-
ment, the Secretary may cause administration
or other appropriate proceedings to be insti-
tuted in any court having jurisdiction. In deter-
mining questions of fact or law involved in the
adjudication of claims made under this section,
no judgment, decree, or order entered in any ac-
tion at law, suit in equity, or other legal pro-
ceeding of any character purporting to deter-
mine entitlement to said assets or any part
thereof, shall be binding upon the United States
or the Secretary or determinative of any fact or
question involving entitlement to any such
property or the proceeds thereof, or any part of
the Fund, unless the Secretary has been season-
ably served with notice and permitted to become
a party to such suit or proceeding if the Sec-
retary makes a request therefor within thirty
days after such notice. Notice may be served in
person or by registered mail or by certified mail
upon the Secretary, or upon the Secretary’s au-
thorized attorney in the State wherein the ac-
tion or proceedings may be pending. Notice may
be waived by the Secretary or by the Secretary’s
authorized attorney, in which event the finding,
judgment, or decree shall have the same effect
as if the Secretary were a party and served with
notice. Any necessary court costs or expenses if
authorized by the Secretary may be paid as are
other administrative expenses of the Depart-
ment.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1261, §5226;
Pub. L. 86-507, §1(33), June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 202;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(105), Oct. 28, 1986,
100 Stat. 3301; renumbered §8526 and amended
Pub. L. 10240, title IV, §402(b)(1), (d)(1), May 7,
1991, 105 Stat. 238, 239; Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4),
(b)), (2)(B), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5226 of this
title as this section and substituted ‘8520’ for ‘5220°".

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Adminis-
trator”, ‘‘Secretary’s’ for ‘‘Administrator’s’”, and ‘‘De-
partment’” for ‘“Veterans’ Administration’ wherever
appearing.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘such person’ for
“himself” in first sentence, ‘‘the veteran’s’ for ‘‘his” in
second sentence, ‘‘the Administrator’ for ‘“he’ in fifth
sentence, and ‘‘the Administrator’s authorized” for
“his authorized” in sixth and seventh sentences.
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