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section 202(c) of this title. The alternate chief 
executive officer of the Postal Service is the 
Deputy Postmaster General appointed under 
section 202(d) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 721.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Aug. 12, 1970, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 204. General Counsel; Judicial Officer; Chief 
Postal Inspector 

There shall be within the Postal Service a 
General Counsel, such number of Assistant Post-
masters General as the Board shall consider ap-
propriate, a Judicial Officer, and a Chief Postal 
Inspector. The General Counsel, the Assistant 
Postmasters General, the Judicial Officer, and 
the Chief Postal Inspector shall be appointed by, 
and serve at the pleasure of, the Postmaster 
General. The Judicial Officer shall perform such 
quasi-judicial duties, not inconsistent with 
chapter 36 of this title, as the Postmaster Gen-
eral may designate. The Judicial Officer shall be 
the agency for the purposes of the requirements 
of chapter 5 of title 5, to the extent that func-
tions are delegated to him by the Postmaster 
General. The Chief Postal Inspector shall report 
to, and be under the general supervision of, the 
Postmaster General. The Postmaster General 
shall promptly notify the Governors and both 
Houses of Congress in writing if he or she re-
moves the Chief Postal Inspector or transfers 
the Chief Postal Inspector to another position or 
location within the Postal Service, and shall in-
clude in any such notification the reasons for 
the removal or transfer. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 721; Pub. L. 
104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title VI, 
§ 662(f)(2)(A)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–314, 
3009–382.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–208, § 101(f) [title VI, § 662(f)(2)(A)(i)], 

in section catchline substituted ‘‘General Counsel; Ju-

dicial Officer; Chief Postal Inspector’’ for ‘‘Assistant 

Postmasters General; General Counsel; Judicial Offi-

cer’’. 

Pub. L. 104–208, § 101(f) [title VI, § 662(f)(2)(A)(ii)–(iv)], 

substituted ‘‘a Judicial Officer, and a Chief Postal In-

spector.’’ for ‘‘and a Judicial Officer.’’ and ‘‘the Judi-

cial Officer, and the Chief Postal Inspector’’ for ‘‘and 

the Judicial Officer’’, and inserted at end ‘‘The Chief 

Postal Inspector shall report to, and be under the gen-

eral supervision of, the Postmaster General. The Post-

master General shall promptly notify the Governors 

and both Houses of Congress in writing if he or she re-

moves the Chief Postal Inspector or transfers the Chief 

Postal Inspector to another position or location within 

the Postal Service, and shall include in any such notifi-

cation the reasons for the removal or transfer.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 20, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–7 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 205. Procedures of the Board of Governors 

(a) The Board shall direct and control the ex-
penditures and review the practices and policies 

of the Postal Service, and perform other func-
tions and duties prescribed by this title. 

(b) Vacancies in the Board, as long as there 
are sufficient members to form a quorum, shall 
not impair the powers of the Board under this 
title. 

(c) The Board shall act upon majority vote of 
those members who are present, and any 6 mem-
bers present shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business by the Board, except— 

(1) that in the appointment or removal of 
the Postmaster General, and in setting the 
compensation of the Postmaster General and 
Deputy Postmaster General, a favorable vote 
of an absolute majority of the Governors in of-
fice shall be required; 

(2) that in the appointment or removal of 
the Deputy Postmaster General, a favorable 
vote of an absolute majority of the Governors 
in office and the member serving as Post-
master General shall be required; and 

(3) as otherwise provided in this title. 

(d) No officer or employee of the United States 
may serve concurrently as a Governor. A Gov-
ernor may hold any other office or employment 
not inconsistent or in conflict with his duties, 
responsibilities, and powers as an officer of the 
Government of the United States in the Postal 
Service. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 721.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subsecs. (a) and (d) effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to 

Resolution No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors, and sub-

secs. (b) and (c) effective Aug. 12, 1970. See section 15(a) 

of Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 206. Advisory Council 

(a) There shall be a Postal Service Advisory 
Council of which the Postmaster General shall 
be the Chairman and the Deputy Postmaster 
General shall be the Vice Chairman. The Advi-
sory Council shall have 11 additional members 
appointed by the President. He shall appoint as 
such members (1) 4 persons from among persons 
nominated by those labor organizations recog-
nized as collective-bargaining representatives 
for employees of the Postal Service in one or 
more collective-bargaining units, (2) 4 persons as 
representatives of major mail users, and (3) 3 
persons as representatives of the public at large. 
All members shall be appointed for terms of 2 
years except that, of those first appointed, 2 of 
the members representative of labor organiza-
tions, 2 of the members representative of major 
postal users, and 1 member representing the 
public at large shall be appointed for 1 year. Any 
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring 
before the expiration of the term for which his 
predecessor was appointed shall serve for the re-
mainder of such term. 

(b) The Postal Service shall consult with and 
receive the advice of the Advisory Council re-
garding all aspects of postal operations. 

(c) The members of the Council representative 
of the public at large shall receive for each 
meeting of the Council an amount equal to the 
daily rate applicable to level V of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5316 of title 5. All mem-



Page 13 TITLE 39—POSTAL SERVICE § 401 

bers of the Council shall be reimbursed for nec-
essary travel and reasonable expenses incurred 
in attending meetings of the Council. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 722.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Aug. 12, 1970, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COUNCILS 

Advisory councils in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-

minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-

riod following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a coun-

cil established by the President or an officer of the 

Federal Government, such council is renewed by appro-

priate action prior to the expiration of such 2-year pe-

riod, or in the case of a council established by the Con-

gress, its duration is otherwise provided by law. See 

sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 

Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees. 

§ 207. Seal 

The seal of the Postal Service shall be filed by 
the Board in the Office of the Secretary of 
State, judicially noticed, affixed to all commis-
sions of officers of the Postal Service, and used 
to authenticate records of the Postal Service. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 722.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 16, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–5 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 208. Reservation of powers 

Congress reserves the power to alter, amend, 
or repeal any or all of the sections of this title, 
but no such alteration, amendment, or repeal 
shall impair the obligation of any contract made 
by the Postal Service under any power conferred 
by this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 722.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

CHAPTER 4—GENERAL AUTHORITY 

Sec. 

401. General powers of the Postal Service. 

402. Delegation of authority. 

403. General duties. 

404. Specific powers. 

404a. Specific limitations. 

405. Printing of illustrations of United States 

postage stamps. 

406. Postal services at Armed Forces installa-

tions. 

407. International postal arrangements. 

408. International money-order exchanges. 

409. Suits by and against the Postal Service. 

410. Application of other laws. 

411. Cooperation with other Government agencies. 

412. Nondisclosure of lists of names and addresses. 

413. Postal services at diplomatic posts. 

414. Special postage stamps. 

415. Prohibition on restriction or elimination of 

services. 

Sec. 

416. Authority to issue semipostals. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Pub. L. 112–234, § 2(e)(2), Dec. 28, 2012, 126 Stat. 

1625, renumbered Pub. L. 106–253, § 2(d). See 2000 Amend-

ment note below. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–435, title IV, § 403(c), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 

Stat. 3227, added item 404a. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–253, § 2(c), formerly § 2(d), July 28, 

2000, 114 Stat. 636, as renumbered § 2(c) by Pub. L. 

112–234, § 2(e)(2), Dec. 28, 2012, 126 Stat. 1625, added item 

416. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–241, § 4(b), Sept. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 

1573, added item 415. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–41, § 2(c), Aug. 13, 1997, 111 Stat. 1121, 

added item 414. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–524, § 5(b), Nov. 6, 1990, 104 Stat. 2303, 

added item 413. 

§ 401. General powers of the Postal Service 

Subject to the provisions of section 404a, the 
Postal Service shall have the following general 
powers: 

(1) to sue and be sued in its official name; 
(2) to adopt, amend, and repeal such rules 

and regulations, not inconsistent with this 
title, as may be necessary in the execution of 
its functions under this title and such other 
functions as may be assigned to the Postal 
Service under any provisions of law outside of 
this title; 

(3) to enter into and perform contracts, exe-
cute instruments, and determine the character 
of, and necessity for, its expenditures; 

(4) to determine and keep its own system of 
accounts and the forms and contents of its 
contracts and other business documents, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this title; 

(5) to acquire, in any lawful manner, such 
personal or real property, or any interest 
therein, as it deems necessary or convenient 
in the transaction of its business; to hold, 
maintain, sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of 
such property or any interest therein; and to 
provide services in connection therewith and 
charges therefor; 

(6) to construct, operate, lease, and maintain 
buildings, facilities, equipment, and other im-
provements on any property owned or con-
trolled by it, including, without limitation, 
any property or interest therein transferred to 
it under section 2002 of this title; 

(7) to accept gifts or donations of services or 
property, real or personal, as it deems, nec-
essary or convenient in the transaction of its 
business; 

(8) to settle and compromise claims by or 
against it; 

(9) to exercise, in the name of the United 
States, the right of eminent domain for the 
furtherance of its official purposes; and to 
have the priority of the United States with re-
spect to the payment of debts out of bankrupt, 
insolvent, and decedents’ estates; and 

(10) to have all other powers incidental, nec-
essary, or appropriate to the carrying on of its 
functions or the exercise of its specific powers. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 722; Pub. L. 
109–435, title IV, § 403(b)(1), title V, § 504, Dec. 20, 
2006, 120 Stat. 3227, 3235.) 
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