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CHAPTER 34—ARMED FORCES AND FREE 
POSTAGE 

Sec. 

3401. Mailing privileges of members of Armed 

Forces of the United States and of friendly 

foreign nations. 

[3402. Repealed.] 

3403. Matter for blind and other handicapped per-

sons. 

3404. Unsealed letters sent by blind or physically 

handicapped persons. 

3405. Markings. 

3406. Balloting materials under the Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–410, title II, § 201(b)(1), Aug. 28, 1986, 

100 Stat. 928, added item 3406. 

1979—Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1331(e)(3)(B), Sept. 27, 

1979, 93 Stat. 482, struck out item 3402 ‘‘Mailing privi-

leges of members of Armed Forces of the United States 

and of friendly foreign nations in the Canal Zone’’. 

§ 3401. Mailing privileges of members of Armed 
Forces of the United States and of friendly 
foreign nations 

(a) Letter mail or sound- or video-recorded 
communications having the character of per-
sonal correspondence shall be carried, at no cost 
to the sender, in the manner provided by this 
section, when mailed by— 

(1) an individual who is a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States on active 
duty, as defined in section 101 of title 10, or a 
civilian, otherwise authorized to use postal 
services at Armed Forces installations, who 
holds a position or performs one or more func-
tions in support of military operations, as des-
ignated by the military theater commander, 
and addressed to a place within the delivery 
limits of a United States post office, if— 

(A) such letter mail or 1 sound- or video-re-
corded communication is mailed by such in-
dividual at an Armed Forces post office es-
tablished in an overseas area, as designated 
by the President, where the Armed Forces of 
the United States are engaged in action 
against an enemy of the United States, en-
gaged in military operations involving 
armed conflict with a hostile foreign force, 
engaged in temporary military operations 
under arduous circumstances, serving with a 
friendly foreign force in an armed conflict in 
which the United States is not a belligerent, 
or temporarily deployed overseas for an 
operational contingency in arduous circum-
stances, as determined by the Secretary of 
Defense; or 

(B) such individual is hospitalized in a fa-
cility under the jurisdiction of the Armed 
Forces of the United States as a result of 
disease or injury incurred as a result of serv-
ice in an overseas area designated by the 
President under clause (A) of this paragraph; 
or 

(2) a member of an armed force of a friendly 
foreign nation at an Armed Forces post office 
and addressed to a place within the delivery 
limits of a United States post office, or a post 

office of the nation in whose armed forces the 
sender is a member, if— 

(A) the member is accorded free mailing 
privileges by his own government; 

(B) the foreign nation extends similar free 
mailing privileges to a member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States serving with, or 
in, a unit under the control of a command of 
that foreign nation; 

(C) the member is serving with, or in, a 
unit under the operational control of a com-
mand of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; 

(D) such letter mail or sound- or video-re-
corded communication is mailed by the 
member— 

(i) at an Armed Forces post office estab-
lished in an overseas area, as designated 
by the President, where the Armed Forces 
of the United States are engaged in action 
against an enemy of the United States, en-
gaged in military operations involving 
armed conflict with a hostile foreign force, 
or serving with a friendly foreign force in 
an armed conflict in which the United 
States is not a belligerent; or 

(ii) while hospitalized in a facility under 
the jurisdiction of the Armed Forces of the 
United States as a result of disease or in-
jury incurred as a result of services in an 
overseas area designated by the President 
under clause (D)(i) of this paragraph; and 

(E) the nation in whose armed forces the 
sender is a member has agreed to assume all 
international postal transportation charges 
incurred. 

(b) There shall be transported by air, between 
Armed Forces post offices which are located out-
side the 48 contiguous States of the United 
States or between any such Armed Forces post 
office and the point of embarkation or debarka-
tion within the United States, the territories 
and possessions of the United States in the Pa-
cific area, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or 
the Virgin Islands, on a space available basis, on 
certificated United States air carriers or, for 
carriage of mail in foreign air transportation, 
other air carriers, air taxi operators or foreign 
air carriers as permitted by section 5402 of this 
title, or on military aircraft, the following cat-
egories of mail matter: 

(1)(A) letter mail or sound- or video-recorded 
communications having the character of per-
sonal correspondence; 

(B) parcels not exceeding 15 pounds in 
weight and 60 inches in length and girth com-
bined; and 

(C) publications entitled to a periodical pub-
lication rate published once each week or 
more frequently and featuring principally cur-
rent news of interest to members of the Armed 
Forces and the general public, 

which are mailed at or addressed to any such 
Armed Forces post office; 

(2) parcels not exceeding 70 pounds in weight 
and the maximum size allowed by the Postal 
Service for fourth class parcel post (known as 
‘‘Standard Mail (B)’’), which are mailed at any 
such Armed Forces post office; and 

(3) parcels exceeding 15 pounds but not ex-
ceeding 70 pounds in weight and not exceeding 
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