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§15001. Findings, purposes, and policy
(a) Findings
Congress finds that—

TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§15001

(1) disability is a natural part of the human
experience that does not diminish the right of
individuals with developmental disabilities to
live independently, to exert control and choice
over their own lives, and to fully participate
in and contribute to their communities
through full integration and inclusion in the
economic, political, social, cultural, and edu-
cational mainstream of United States society;

(2) in 1999, there were between 3,200,000 and
4,500,000 individuals with developmental dis-
abilities in the United States, and recent stud-
ies indicate that individuals with develop-
mental disabilities comprise between 1.2 and
1.65 percent of the United States population;

(3) individuals whose disabilities occur dur-
ing their developmental period frequently
have severe disabilities that are likely to con-
tinue indefinitely;

(4) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities often encounter discrimination in the
provision of critical services, such as services
in the areas of emphasis (as defined in section
15002 of this title);

(5) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities are at greater risk than the general popu-
lation of abuse, neglect, financial and sexual
exploitation, and the violation of their legal
and human rights;

(6) a substantial portion of individuals with
developmental disabilities and their families
do not have access to appropriate support and
services, including access to assistive tech-
nology, from generic and specialized service
systems, and remain unserved or underserved;

(7) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities often require lifelong community serv-
ices, individualized supports, and other forms
of assistance, that are most effective when
provided in a coordinated manner;

(8) there is a need to ensure that services,
supports, and other assistance are provided in
a culturally competent manner, that ensures
that individuals from racial and ethnic minor-
ity backgrounds are fully included in all ac-
tivities provided under this subchapter;

(9) family members, friends, and members of
the community can play an important role in
enhancing the lives of individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities, especially when the
family members, friends, and community
members are provided with the necessary com-
munity services, individualized supports, and
other forms of assistance;

(10) current research indicates that 88 per-
cent of individuals with developmental dis-
abilities live with their families or in their
own households;

(11) many service delivery systems and com-
munities are not prepared to meet the impend-
ing needs of the 479,862 adults with develop-
mental disabilities who are living at home
with parents who are 60 years old or older and
who serve as the primary caregivers of the
adults;

(12) in almost every State, individuals with
developmental disabilities are waiting for ap-
propriate services in their communities, in the
areas of emphasis;

(13) the public needs to be made more aware
of the capabilities and competencies of indi-
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