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§679a. National Adoption Information Clearing-
house

The Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall establish, either directly or by grant or
contract, a National Adoption Information
Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse shall—

(1) collect, compile, and maintain informa-
tion obtained from available research, studies,
and reports by public and private agencies, in-
stitutions, or individuals concerning all as-
pects of infant adoption and adoption of chil-
dren with special needs;

(2) compile, maintain, and periodically re-
vise directories of information concerning—

(A) crisis pregnancy centers,

(B) shelters and residences for pregnant
women,

(C) training programs on adoption,

(D) educational programs on adoption,

(BE) licensed adoption agencies,

(F') State laws relating to adoption,

(G) intercountry adoption, and

(H) any other information relating to
adoption for pregnant women, infertile cou-
ples, adoptive parents, unmarried individ-
uals who want to adopt children, individuals
who have been adopted, birth parents who
have placed a child for adoption, adoption
agencies, social workers, counselors, or
other individuals who work in the adoption
field;

(3) disseminate the information compiled
and maintained pursuant to paragraph (1) and
the directories compiled and maintained pur-
suant to paragraph (2); and

(4) upon the establishment of an adoption
and foster care data collection system pursu-
ant to section 679 of this title, disseminate the
data and information made available through
that system.

(Pub. L. 99-509, title IX, §9442, Oct. 21, 1986, 100
Stat. 2073.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Medicare and Med-
icaid Budget Reconciliation Amendments of 1985 and
also as part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act
of 1986, and not as part of the Social Security Act
which comprises this chapter.

§679b. Annual report
(a) In general

The Secretary, in consultation with Gov-
ernors, State legislatures, State and local public
officials responsible for administering child wel-
fare programs, and child welfare advocates,
shall—

(1) develop a set of outcome measures (in-
cluding length of stay in foster care, number
of foster care placements, and number of adop-
tions) that can be used to assess the perform-
ance of States in operating child protection
and child welfare programs pursuant to part B
and this part to ensure the safety of children;

(2) to the maximum extent possible, the out-
come measures should be developed from data
available from the Adoption and Foster Care
Analysis and Reporting System;

(3) develop a system for rating the perform-
ance of States with respect to the outcome
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measures, and provide to the States an expla-
nation of the rating system and how scores are
determined under the rating system;

(4) prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary to ensure that States provide to the
Secretary the data necessary to determine
State performance with respect to each out-
come measure, as a condition of the State re-
ceiving funds under this part;

(5) on May 1, 1999, and annually thereafter,
prepare and submit to the Congress a report
on the performance of each State on each out-
come measure, which shall examine the rea-
sons for high performance and low perform-
ance and, where possible, make recommenda-
tions as to how State performance could be
improved;

(6) include in the report submitted pursuant
to paragraph (5) for fiscal year 2007 or any suc-
ceeding fiscal year, State-by-State data on—

(A) the percentage of children in foster
care under the responsibility of the State
who were visited on a monthly basis by the
caseworker handling the case of the child;

(B) the total number of visits made by
caseworkers on a monthly basis to children
in foster care under the responsibility of the

State during a fiscal year as a percentage of

the total number of the visits that would

occur during the fiscal year if each child
were so visited once every month while in
such care; and

(C) the percentage of the visits that oc-
curred in the residence of the child; and

(7) include in the report submitted pursuant
to paragraph (5) for fiscal year 2016 or any suc-
ceeding fiscal year, State-by-State data on—

(A) children in foster care who have been
placed in a child care institution or other
setting that is not a foster family home, in-
cluding—

(i) the number of children in the place-
ments and their ages, including sepa-
rately, the number and ages of children
who have a permanency plan of another
planned permanent living arrangement;

(ii) the duration of the placement in the
settings (including for children who have a
permanency plan of another planned per-
manent living arrangement);

(iii) the types of child care institutions
used (including group homes, residential
treatment, shelters, or other congregate
care settings);

(iv) with respect to each child care insti-
tution or other setting that is not a foster
family home, the number of children in
foster care residing in each such institu-
tion or non-foster family home;

(v) any clinically diagnosed special need
of such children; and

(vi) the extent of any specialized edu-
cation, treatment, counseling, or other
services provided in the settings; and

(B) children in foster care who are preg-
nant or parenting.

(b) Consultation on other issues

The Secretary shall consult with States and
organizations with an interest in child welfare,
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