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The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 
93–288, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 143, as amended. Title IV 
of the Act is classified generally to subchapter IV 
(§ 5170 et seq.) of chapter 68 of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 5121 of this title and Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to any amounts made 
available to carry out subchapter II (§ 12721 et seq.) of 
chapter 130 of this title after Apr. 11, 1994, and any 
amounts made available to carry out that subchapter 
before that date that remain uncommitted on that 
date, with Secretary to issue any regulations necessary 
to carry out this section not later than end of 45-day 
period beginning on that date, see section 209 of Pub. L. 
103–233, set out as an Effective Date of 1994 Amendment 
note under section 5301 of this title. 

CHAPTER 70—MANUFACTURED HOME 
CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY STANDARDS 
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§ 5401. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) manufactured housing plays a vital role 

in meeting the housing needs of the Nation; 
and 

(2) manufactured homes provide a signifi-
cant resource for affordable homeownership 

and rental housing accessible to all Ameri-
cans. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are— 
(1) to protect the quality, durability, safety, 

and affordability of manufactured homes; 
(2) to facilitate the availability of affordable 

manufactured homes and to increase home-
ownership for all Americans; 

(3) to provide for the establishment of prac-
tical, uniform, and, to the extent possible, per-
formance-based Federal construction stand-
ards for manufactured homes; 

(4) to encourage innovative and cost-effec-
tive construction techniques for manufactured 
homes; 

(5) to protect residents of manufactured 
homes with respect to personal injuries and 
the amount of insurance costs and property 
damages in manufactured housing, consistent 
with the other purposes of this section; 

(6) to establish a balanced consensus process 
for the development, revision, and interpreta-
tion of Federal construction and safety stand-
ards for manufactured homes and related regu-
lations for the enforcement of such standards; 

(7) to ensure uniform and effective enforce-
ment of Federal construction and safety 
standards for manufactured homes; and 

(8) to ensure that the public interest in, and 
need for, affordable manufactured housing is 
duly considered in all determinations relating 
to the Federal standards and their enforce-
ment. 

(Pub. L. 93–383, title VI, § 602, Aug. 22, 1974, 88 
Stat. 700; Pub. L. 96–399, title III, § 308(c)(4), Oct. 
8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1641; Pub. L. 97–35, title III, 
§ 339B(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 417; Pub. L. 
106–569, title VI, § 602, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2997.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pub. L. 106–569 amended section catchline and 
text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The Congress declares that the purposes of this 
chapter are to reduce the number of personal injuries 
and deaths and the amount of insurance costs and prop-
erty damage resulting from manufactured home acci-
dents and to improve the quality and durability of 
manufactured homes. Therefore, the Congress deter-
mines that it is necessary to establish Federal con-
struction and safety standards for manufactured homes 
and to authorize manufactured home safety research 
and development.’’ 

1980—Pub. L. 96–399 substituted ‘‘manufactured 
home’’ for ‘‘mobile home’’ wherever appearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–569, title VI, § 612, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 
3012, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
title [see Short Title of 2000 Amendment note below] 
shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Dec. 27, 2000], except that the amendments shall 
have no effect on any order or interpretative bulletin 
that is issued under the National Manufactured Hous-
ing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5401 et seq.) and published as a proposed rule 
pursuant to section 553 of title 5, United States Code, 
on or before that date of the enactment.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 93–383, title VI, § 627, formerly § 628, Aug. 22, 
1974, 88 Stat. 714, renumbered § 627, Pub. L. 106–569, title 
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