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‘“(b) INDEPENDENT MERIT-BASED EVALUATION DE-
FINED.—The term ‘independent merit-based evaluation’
means review of the scientific or technical quality of
research or development, conducted by experts who are
chosen for their knowledge of scientific and technical
fields relevant to the evaluation and who—

‘(1) in the case of the review of a program activity,
do not derive long-term support from the program ac-
tivity; or

‘“(2) in the case of the review of a project proposal,
are not seeking funds in competition with the pro-
posal.”

COMPUTER NETWORK STUDY

Pub. L. 99-383, §10, Aug. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 816, pro-
vided that:

‘“(a) The Office of Science and Technology Policy
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘Office’) shall undertake
a study of critical problems and current and future op-
tions regarding communications networks for research
computers, including supercomputers, at universities
and Federal research facilities in the United States.
The study shall include an analysis of—

‘(1) the networking needs of the Nation’s academic
and Federal research computer programs, including
supercomputer programs, over the period which is fif-
teen years after the date of enactment of this Act
[Aug. 21, 1986], including requirements in terms of
volume of data, reliability of transmission, software
compatibility, graphics capability, and transmission
security;

‘(2) the benefits and opportunities that an im-
proved computer network would offer for electronic
mail, file transfer, and remote access and commu-
nications for universities and Federal research facili-
ties in the United States; and

‘“(3) the networking options available for linking
academic and other federally supported research
computers, including supercomputers, with a particu-
lar emphasis on the advantages and disadvantages, if
any, of fiber optic systems.

““(b) The Office shall submit to the Congress—

‘(1) within one year after the date of enactment of
this Act [Aug. 21, 1986], a report on findings from the
study undertaken pursuant to subsection (a) with re-
spect to needs and options regarding communications
networks for university and Federal research super-
computers within the United States; and

‘4(2) within two years after the date of enactment of
this Act [Aug. 21, 1986], a report on findings from the
study undertaken pursuant to subsection (a) with re-
spect to needs and options regarding communications
networks for all research computers at universities
and Federal research facilities in the United States.”

§6615. Science and technology report and out-
look

(a) Contents of report

Notwithstanding the provisions of Reorganiza-
tion Plan Number 1 of 1977, the Director shall
render to the President for submission to the
Congress no later than January 15 of each odd
numbered year, a science and technology report
and outlook (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘re-
port”’) which shall be prepared under the guid-
ance of the Office and with the cooperation of
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion, with appropriate assistance from other
Federal departments and agencies as the Office
or the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion deems necessary. The report shall include—

(1) a statement of the President’s current
policy for the maintenance of the Nation’s
leadership in science and technology;

(2) a review of developments of national sig-
nificance in science and technology;
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(3) a description of major Federal decisions
and actions related to science and technology
that have occurred since the previous such re-
port;

(4) a discussion of currently important na-
tional issues in which scientific or technical
considerations are of major significance;

(5) a forecast of emerging issues of national
significance resulting from, or identified
through, scientific research or in which sci-
entific or technical considerations are of
major importance; and

(6) a discussion of opportunities for, and con-
straints on, the use of new and existing sci-
entific and technological information, capa-
bilities, and resources, including manpower re-
sources, to make significant contributions to
the achievement of Federal program objec-
tives and national goals.

(b) Printing; availability to public

The Office shall insure that the report, in the
form approved by the President, is printed and
made available as a public document.

(Pub. L. 94-282, title II, §206, May 11, 1976, 90
Stat. 466; Pub. L. 97-375, title II, §215(3), Dec. 21,
1982, 96 Stat. 1826.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Reorganization Plan Number 1 of 1977, referred to in
subsec. (a), is Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1977, 42 F.R. 56101, 91
Stat. 1633, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 6618 of this title, Pub. L. 94-282, title
II, §209, May 11, 1976, 90 Stat. 468, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 97-375, title II, §215(1), Dec. 21, 1982, 96 Stat.
1826.

AMENDMENTS

1982—Pub. L. 97-375 substituted provisions requiring
the President to submit to Congress in odd numbered
years a science and technology report and outlook for
provisions which required the Office of Science and
Technology Policy to create a five-year science and
technology outlook, dealing with current and emerging
problems and with opportunities for and constraints on
new and existing capabilities, to be revised annually,
composed with the consultation of officials of depart-
ments and agencies having related programs and re-
sponsibilities, and with officials of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and other appropriate elements of
the Executive Office of the President.

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
in subsec. (a) of this section relating to submission of
biennial report to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L.
104-66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113
of Title 31, Money and Finance, and the 16th item on
page 42 of House Document No. 103-7.

§6616. Additional functions of Director

(a) Service as Chairman of Federal Coordinating
Council for Science, Engineering, and Tech-
nology and as member of Domestic Council

The Director shall, in addition to the other du-
ties and functions set forth in this subchapter—
(1) serve as Chairman of the Federal Coordi-
nating Council for Science, Engineering, and
Technology established under subchapter IV;
and
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