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eter which is made, used, or designed for the 
purpose of packaging, transporting, or carry-
ing multipackaged cans or bottles, and which 
is of a size, shape, design, or type capable, 
when discarded, of becoming entangled with 
fish or wildlife; and 

(2) the term ‘‘naturally degradable mate-
rial’’ means a material which, when discarded, 
will be reduced to environmentally benign 
subunits under the action of normal environ-
mental forces, such as, among others, biologi-
cal decomposition, photodegradation, or hy-
drolysis. 

(Pub. L. 100–556, title I, § 102, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2779.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in text, is title I of Pub. L. 
100–556, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2779, which enacted sec-
tions 6914b and 6914b–1 of this title, and provisions set 
out as a note under section 6914b of this title. For com-
plete classification of this title to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act which comprises this chapter. 

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 100–556, title I, § 101, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2779, provided that: ‘‘The Congress finds that— 

‘‘(1) plastic ring carrier devices have been found in 
large quantities in the marine environment; 

‘‘(2) fish and wildlife have been known to have be-
come entangled in plastic ring carriers; 

‘‘(3) nondegradable plastic ring carrier devices can 
remain intact in the marine environment for decades, 
posing a threat to fish and wildlife; and 

‘‘(4) 16 States have enacted laws requiring that 
plastic ring carrier devices be made from degradable 
material in order to reduce litter and to protect fish 
and wildlife.’’ 

§ 6914b–1. Regulation of plastic ring carriers 

Not later than 24 months after October 28, 1988 
(unless the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency determines that it is not fea-
sible or that the byproducts of degradable regu-
lated items present a greater threat to the envi-
ronment than nondegradable regulated items), 
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shall require, by regulation, that 
any regulated item intended for use in the 
United States shall be made of naturally degrad-
able material which, when discarded, decom-
poses within a period established by such regula-
tion. The period within which decomposition 
must occur after being discarded shall be the 
shortest period of time consistent with the in-
tended use of the item and the physical integ-
rity required for such use. Such regulation shall 
allow a reasonable time for affected parties to 
come into compliance, including the use of ex-
isting inventories. 

(Pub. L. 100–556, title I, § 103, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2779.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 6915. Annual report 

The Administrator shall transmit to the Con-
gress and the President, not later than ninety 

days after the end of each fiscal year, a compre-
hensive and detailed report on all activities of 
the Office during the preceding fiscal year. Each 
such report shall include— 

(1) a statement of specific and detailed ob-
jectives for the activities and programs con-
ducted and assisted under this chapter; 

(2) statements of the Administrator’s con-
clusions as to the effectiveness of such activi-
ties and programs in meeting the stated objec-
tives and the purposes of this chapter, meas-
ured through the end of such fiscal year; 

(3) a summary of outstanding solid waste 
problems confronting the Administrator, in 
order of priority; 

(4) recommendations with respect to such 
legislation which the Administrator deems 
necessary or desirable to assist in solving 
problems respecting solid waste; 

(5) all other information required to be sub-
mitted to the Congress pursuant to any other 
provision of this chapter; and 

(6) the Administrator’s plans for activities 
and programs respecting solid waste during 
the next fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 2006, formerly § 2005, as 
added Pub. L. 94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2805, and renumbered Pub. L. 96–463, § 4(a), Oct. 
15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2056; amended Pub. L. 98–616, 
title V, § 502(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3276.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2006 of Pub. L. 89–272 was renumbered 
section 2007 and is classified to section 6916 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Par. (1). Pub. L. 98–616 substituted ‘‘detailed’’ 
for ‘‘detail’’. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
of this section relating to transmittal of annual report 
to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as 
amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 
31, Money and Finance, and the 19th item on page 164 
of House Document No. 103–7. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6916. General authorization 

(a) General administration 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator for the purpose of carrying out 
the provisions of this chapter, $35,000,000 for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1977, $38,000,000 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1978, 
$42,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1979, $70,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1980, $80,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1981, $80,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1982, $70,000,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1985, 
$80,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 1986, $80,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
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