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authority of any State over matters exclusively 
within its jurisdiction. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 103, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, known as the Department of Energy Organization 
Act, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 7101 of this title 
and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DEPARTMENT 

§ 7131. Establishment 

There is established at the seat of government 
an executive department to be known as the De-
partment of Energy. There shall be at the head 
of the Department a Secretary of Energy (here-
inafter in this chapter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Department shall be administered, 
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter, under the supervision and direction of the 
Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title II, § 201, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, as amended, known as the Department of Energy 
Organization Act, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7101 of 
this title and Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Department of Energy, including the 
functions of the Secretary of Energy relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see sections 121(g)(4), 183(1), 
551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and 
the Department of Homeland Security Reorganization 
Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note 
under section 542 of Title 6. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR ENERGY SUPPLY 
DISRUPTIONS 

Pub. L. 114–94, div. F, § 61001, Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 
1771, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that recent natural dis-
asters have underscored the importance of having resil-
ient oil and natural gas infrastructure and effective 
ways for industry and government to communicate to 
address energy supply disruptions. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ACTIVITIES TO ENHANCE 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR NATURAL DISASTERS.— 
The Secretary of Energy shall develop and adopt proce-
dures to— 

‘‘(1) improve communication and coordination be-
tween the Department of Energy’s energy response 
team, Federal partners, and industry; 

‘‘(2) leverage the Energy Information Administra-
tion’s subject matter expertise within the Depart-
ment’s energy response team to improve supply chain 
situation assessments; 

‘‘(3) establish company liaisons and direct commu-
nication with the Department’s energy response team 
to improve situation assessments; 

‘‘(4) streamline and enhance processes for obtaining 
temporary regulatory relief to speed up emergency 
response and recovery; 

‘‘(5) facilitate and increase engagement among 
States, the oil and natural gas industry, and the De-
partment in developing State and local energy assur-
ance plans; 

‘‘(6) establish routine education and training pro-
grams for key government emergency response posi-
tions with the Department and States; and 

‘‘(7) involve States and the oil and natural gas in-
dustry in comprehensive drill and exercise programs. 
‘‘(c) COOPERATION.—The activities carried out under 

subsection (b) shall include collaborative efforts with 
State and local government officials and the private 
sector. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2015], the Secretary of 
Energy shall submit to Congress a report describing the 
effectiveness of the activities authorized under this 
section.’’ 

§ 7132. Principal officers 

(a) Deputy Secretary 

There shall be in the Department a Deputy 
Secretary, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and who shall be compensated at the 
rate provided for level II of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5313 of title 5. The Deputy Sec-
retary shall act for and exercise the functions of 
the Secretary during the absence or disability of 
the Secretary or in the event the office of Sec-
retary becomes vacant. The Secretary shall des-
ignate the order in which the Under Secretary 
and other officials shall act for and perform the 
functions of the Secretary during the absence or 
disability of both the Secretary and Deputy Sec-
retary or in the event of vacancies in both of 
those offices. 

(b) Under Secretary for Science 

(1) There shall be in the Department an Under 
Secretary for Science, who shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(2) The Under Secretary shall be compensated 
at the rate provided for level III of the Execu-
tive Schedule under section 5314 of title 5. 

(3) The Under Secretary for Science shall be 
appointed from among persons who— 

(A) have extensive background in scientific 
or engineering fields; and 

(B) are well qualified to manage the civilian 
research and development programs of the De-
partment. 

(4) The Under Secretary for Science shall— 
(A) serve as the Science and Technology Ad-

visor to the Secretary; 
(B) monitor the research and development 

programs of the Department in order to advise 
the Secretary with respect to any undesirable 
duplication or gaps in the programs; 

(C) advise the Secretary with respect to the 
well-being and management of the multi-
purpose laboratories under the jurisdiction of 
the Department; 

(D) advise the Secretary with respect to edu-
cation and training activities required for ef-
fective short- and long-term basic and applied 
research activities of the Department; 

(E) advise the Secretary with respect to 
grants and other forms of financial assistance 
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