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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR SAFETY OF LIFE AT 

SEA 

For International Conventions for the Safety of Life 

at Sea to which the United States has been a party, see 

section 1602 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Wa-

ters, and notes thereunder. 

§ 3506. Copies of laws 

A master of a passenger vessel shall keep on 
board a copy of this subtitle, to be provided by 
the Secretary at reasonable cost. If the master 
fails to do so, the master is liable to the United 
States Government for a civil penalty of $200. 

(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 520.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code) 

3506 .............................................. 46:492 

Section 3506 requires the master of a passenger vessel 

to keep on board a copy of subtitle II of title 46, U.S.C. 

Copies of the subtitle shall be provided by the Sec-

retary at reasonable cost. 

§ 3507. Passenger vessel security and safety re-
quirements 

(a) VESSEL DESIGN, EQUIPMENT, CONSTRUCTION, 
AND RETROFITTING REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each vessel to which this 
subsection applies shall comply with the fol-
lowing design and construction standards: 

(A) The vessel shall be equipped with ship 
rails that are located not less than 42 inches 
above the cabin deck. 

(B) Each passenger stateroom and crew 
cabin shall be equipped with entry doors 
that include peep holes or other means of 
visual identification. 

(C) For any vessel the keel of which is laid 
after the date of enactment of the Cruise 
Vessel Security and Safety Act of 2010, each 
passenger stateroom and crew cabin shall be 
equipped with— 

(i) security latches; and 
(ii) time-sensitive key technology. 

(D) The vessel shall integrate technology 
that can be used for capturing images of pas-
sengers or detecting passengers who have 
fallen overboard, to the extent that such 
technology is available. 

(E) The vessel shall be equipped with a suf-
ficient number of operable acoustic hailing 
or other such warning devices to provide 
communication capability around the entire 
vessel when operating in high risk areas (as 
defined by the United States Coast Guard). 

(2) FIRE SAFETY CODES.—In administering the 
requirements of paragraph (1)(C), the Sec-
retary shall take into consideration fire safety 
and other applicable emergency requirements 
established by the U.S. Coast Guard and under 
international law, as appropriate. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the requirements of para-
graph (1) shall take effect 18 months after 
the date of enactment of the Cruise Vessel 
Security and Safety Act of 2010. 

(B) LATCH AND KEY REQUIREMENTS.—The re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(C) take effect on 

the date of enactment of the Cruise Vessel 
Security and Safety Act of 2010. 

(b) VIDEO RECORDING.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN SURVEIL-

LANCE.—The owner of a vessel to which this 
section applies shall maintain a video surveil-
lance system to assist in documenting crimes 
on the vessel and in providing evidence for the 
prosecution of such crimes, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

(2) ACCESS TO VIDEO RECORDS.—The owner of 
a vessel to which this section applies shall 
provide to any law enforcement official per-
forming official duties in the course and scope 
of an investigation, upon request, a copy of all 
records of video surveillance that the official 
believes may provide evidence of a crime re-
ported to law enforcement officials. 

(c) SAFETY INFORMATION.— 
(1) CRIMINAL ACTIVITY PREVENTION AND RE-

SPONSE GUIDE.—The owner of a vessel to which 
this section applies (or the owner’s designee) 
shall— 

(A) have available for each passenger a 
guide (referred to in this subsection as the 
‘‘security guide’’), written in commonly un-
derstood English, which— 

(i) provides a description of medical and 
security personnel designated on board to 
prevent and respond to criminal and medi-
cal situations with 24 hour contact in-
structions; 

(ii) describes the jurisdictional authority 
applicable, and the law enforcement proc-
esses available, with respect to the report-
ing of homicide, suspicious death, a miss-
ing United States national, kidnapping, 
assault with serious bodily injury, any of-
fense to which section 2241, 2242, 2243, or 
2244(a) or (c) of title 18 applies, firing or 
tampering with the vessel, or theft of 
money or property in excess of $10,000, to-
gether with contact information for the 
appropriate law enforcement authorities 
for missing persons or reportable crimes 
which arise— 

(I) in the territorial waters of the 
United States; 

(II) on the high seas; or 
(III) in any country to be visited on the 

voyage; 

(B) provide a copy of the security guide to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for com-
ment; and 

(C) publicize the security guide on the 
website of the vessel owner. 

(2) EMBASSY AND CONSULATE LOCATIONS.—The 
owner of a vessel to which this section applies 
shall provide in each passenger stateroom, and 
post in a location readily accessible to all 
crew and in other places specified by the Sec-
retary, information regarding the locations of 
the United States embassy and each consulate 
of the United States for each country the ves-
sel will visit during the course of the voyage. 

(d) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—The owner of a vessel to 
which this section applies shall— 

(1) maintain on the vessel adequate, in-date 
supplies of anti-retroviral medications and 
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