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part of the required number of able seamen on
board a vessel, the combined percentage of those
individuals so qualified may not be greater than
50 percent of the required number.

(f) Individuals qualified as able seamen—fish-
ing industry under section 7311la of this title
may constitute—

(1) all of the able seamen required on a fish
processing vessel entered into service before
January 1, 1988, and of more than 1,600 gross
tons but not more than 5,000 gross tons as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or
an alternate tonnage measured under section
14302 of this title as prescribed by the Sec-
retary under section 14104 of this title; and

(2) all of the able seamen required on a fish
processing vessel entered into service after De-
cember 31, 1987, and having more than 16 indi-
viduals on board primarily employed in the
preparation of fish or fish products but of not
more than 5,000 gross tons as measured under
section 14502 of this title, or an alternate ton-
nage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section
14104 of this title.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 543; Pub. L.
98-364, title IV, §402(9)(E), July 17, 1984, 98 Stat.
448; Pub. L. 99-307, §1(11), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat.
445; Pub. L. 104-324, title VII, §723, Oct. 19, 1996,
110 Stat. 3938; Pub. L. 111-281, title VI, §617(b),
Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2973.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:672(f)

Section 7312(a) provides that able seamen—unlimited
may constitute all of the able seamen required on a
vessel.

Subsection (b) provides that able seamen—Ilimited
may constitute 100 percent of the able seamen required
on board vessels of less than 600 gross tons operating on
the Great Lakes and 50 percent of the number of able
seamen required on the larger vessels.

Subsection (c¢) provides that able seamen—special
may constitute 100 percent of the able seamen required
on vessels not more than 500 gross tons, or a seagoing
barge or towing vessel. Able seamen—special may only
constitute up to 50 percent of the number of able sea-
men required on other vessels.

Subsection (d) provides that able seamen—offshore
supply vessels may constitute 100 percent of the num-
ber of able seamen required on vessels of less than 500
gross tons engaged in support of exploration, exploi-
tation, or production of offshore mineral or energy fa-
cilities. They may not serve on board other vessels as
an able seaman until they have the appropriate re-
quired document.

Subsection (e) provides that the total number of able
seamen—limited or able seamen—special may not be
greater than 50 percent of the required number of able
seamen on a vessel.

AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 111-281 amended subsec. (d)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) read as fol-
lows: ‘“‘Individuals qualified as able seamen—offshore
supply vessels under section 7310 of this title may con-
stitute all of the able seamen required on board a vessel
of less than 500 gross tons as measured under section
14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage measured
under section 14302 of this title as prescribed by the
Secretary under section 14104 of this title engaged in
support of exploration, exploitation, or production of
offshore mineral or energy resources.”
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1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-324, §723(1), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title’” after ‘1,600 gross tons”’.

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 104-324, §723(2), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title”’ after ‘500 gross tons’’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-324, §723(3), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title” after ‘500 gross tons’’.

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 104-324, §723(4), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title” after ‘5,000 gross tons’’.

Subsec. (£)(2). Pub. L. 104-324, §723(5), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alter-
nate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title’” after ‘5,000 gross tons”’.

1986—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99-307 substituted ‘‘able sea-
men—Ilimited’”’ for ‘“‘able seaman—Ilimited’’.

1984—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 98-364 added subsec. (f).
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§7313. General requirements for members of en-
gine departments

(a) Classes of endorsement as qualified mem-
bers of the engine department on vessels of at
least 100 gross tons as measured under section
14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage meas-
ured under section 14302 of this title as pre-
scribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title (except vessels operating on rivers or
lakes (except the Great Lakes)) may be pre-
scribed by regulation.

(b) The ratings of wiper and coal passer are
entry ratings and are not ratings as qualified
members of the engine department.

(c) An applicant for an endorsement as quali-
fied member of the engine department must pro-
vide satisfactory proof that the applicant—

(1) has the service required by section 7314 of
this title;

(2) is qualified professionally as dem-
onstrated by an applicable examination; and

(3) is qualified as to sight, hearing, and phys-
ical condition to perform the member’s duties.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 544; Pub. L.
104-324, title VII, §724, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat.
3939.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:672(g)

Section 7313(a) authorizes the Secretary to establish
classes of endorsement for qualified members of the en-
gine department on vessels of 100 gross tons or more
(except on vessels operating on rivers and lakes (except
the Great Lakes)).

Subsection (b) establishes the entry ratings of wiper
and coal passer, but specifically excludes them as
qualified members of the engine department.

Subsection (c) establishes the minimum qualifica-
tions individuals must meet in order to have their doc-
uments endorsed as a qualified member of engine de-
partment.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-324 inserted ‘‘as meas-
ured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate
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tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this
title” after ‘100 gross tons’.

§7314. Service requirements for qualified mem-
bers of engine departments

To qualify for an endorsement as qualified
member of the engine department, an applicant
must provide proof that the applicant has 6
months’ service in the related entry rating as
described in section 7313(b) of this title.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 544.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:672(2)

Section 7314 requires individuals who wish to have
their documents endorsed as a qualified member of the
engine department must have at least 6 months service
as a wiper or coal passer.

§7315. Training

(a) Graduation from a nautical school vessel
approved under law and regulation may be sub-
stituted for the service requirements under sec-
tion 7307 or 7314 of this title.

(b) The satisfactory completion of other
courses of instruction approved by the Secretary
may be substituted for not more than one-third
of the required service on deck at sea under sec-
tions 7307-7311 of this title.

(c) The satisfactory completion of other
courses of instruction approved by the Secretary
may be substituted for not more than one-half
of the required service at sea under section 7314
of this title.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 544.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:672(c)

Section 7315 specifies the training or course work
that may be substituted for service requirements for an
endorsement as an able seaman or a qualified member
of the engine department.

§7316. Lifeboatmen

To qualify for an endorsement as lifeboatman,
an applicant must provide satisfactory proof
that the applicant—

(1) has the service or training required by
regulation;

(2) is qualified professionally as
onstrated by examination; and

(3) is qualified professionally by actual dem-
onstration.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 544.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

dem-

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:643(1)

Section 7316 establishes the minimum standards an
individual must meet in order to qualify for an endorse-
ment as lifeboatman.

§7317. Tankermen

(a) The Secretary shall prescribe procedures,
standards, and qualifications for the issuance of
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certificates or endorsements as tankerman,
stating the types of oil or hazardous material
that can be handled with safety to the vessel
and the marine environment.

(b) An endorsement as tankerman shall indi-
cate the grades or types of cargo the holder is
qualified and authorized to handle with safety
on board vessels.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 545.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

7317(a) ... 46:391a(10)(C)

Section 7317(a) establishes the minimum standards an
individual must meet in order to qualify for an endorse-
ment as tankerman for various types of oil or hazard-
ous substances.

Subsection (b) specifies that the tankerman’s en-
dorsement must specify the grades or types of cargo
the holder is qualified and allowed to handle.

§7318. Radiotelegraph operators on Great Lakes

(a) A radiotelegraph operator on the Great
Lakes only shall have a first-class or second-
class radiotelegraph operator’s license issued by
the Federal Communications Commission.

(b) An endorsement as radiotelegraph operator
on the Great Lakes only ends if the holder
ceases to hold the license issued by the Commis-
sion.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 545.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:229¢
46:229g
46:643(a)

Section 7318 specifies that radiotelegraph operators
on the Great Lakes shall have a first-class or second-
class radiotelegraph operator’s license issued by the
FCC and need not be licensed as a radio operator by the
Coast Guard. However, an endorsement as radio tele-
graph operator has to be noted on his merchant mari-
ners’ document. If the holder ceases to have a valid
FCC license, then the endorsement is terminated auto-
matically without recourse to suspension and revoca-
tion proceedings.

§7319. Records of merchant mariners’ documents

The Secretary shall maintain records on each
merchant mariner’s document issued, including
the name and address of the seaman to whom is-
sued and the next of kin of the seaman.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 545; Pub. L.
108-293, title IV, §403, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1043.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:643(f)

Section 7319 requires the Secretary to maintain
records on each merchant mariner’s document issued
and the seaman’s next of kin. However, these records
are not open for general or public inspection.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Pub. L. 108-293 struck out at end ‘‘“The records
are not open to general or public inspection.”’
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