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paragraph (1), the word ‘‘lands’’ is omitted as included 

in ‘‘real property’’. In paragraph (2)(A), the word 

‘‘promissory’’ is added for clarity. The words ‘‘hereby 

transferred’’, referring to the transfer under the first 

sentence of section 202 of the Merchant Marine Act, 

1936 (repealed by section 12(60)(A) of Public Law 97–31), 

are omitted as obsolete. 

Subsection (b) is substituted for ‘‘in accordance with 

good business methods and on such terms and condi-

tions as he determines to effectuate the policy of this 

chapter’’ and ‘‘upon such terms and conditions as he 

may prescribe in accordance with sound business prac-

tice’’ for consistency and to eliminate unnecessary 

words. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–181 inserted ‘‘ves-

sels,’’ after ‘‘piers,’’ and substituted ‘‘control, except 

that the prior consent of the Secretary of Defense for 

such use shall be required with respect to any vessel in 

the Ready Reserve Force or in the National Defense Re-

serve Fleet which is maintained in a retention status 

for the Department of Defense;’’ for ‘‘control;’’. 

§ 50304. Sale and transfer of property 

(a) AUTHORITY TO SELL.—The Secretary of 
Transportation may sell property (other than 
vessels transferred under section 4 of the Mer-
chant Marine Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 41 Stat. 990)) on 
terms the Secretary considers appropriate. 

(b) TRANSFERS FROM MILITARY TO CIVILIAN 
CONTROL.—When the President considers it in 
the interest of the United States, the President 
may transfer to the Secretary of Transportation 
possession and control of property described in 
the second paragraph of section 17 of the Mer-
chant Marine Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 41 Stat. 994), as 
originally enacted, that is possessed and con-
trolled by the Secretary of a military depart-
ment. 

(c) TRANSFERS FROM CIVILIAN TO MILITARY 
CONTROL.—When the President considers it nec-
essary, the President by executive order may 
transfer to the Secretary of a military depart-
ment possession and control of property de-
scribed in section 17 of the Merchant Marine 
Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 41 Stat. 994), as originally en-
acted, that is possessed and controlled by the 
Secretary of Transportation. The President’s 
order shall state the need for the transfer and 
the period of the need. When the President de-
cides that the need has ended, the possession 
and control shall revert to the Secretary of 
Transportation. The property may not be sold 
except as provided by law. 

(d) VESSEL CHARTERS TO OTHER DEPART-
MENTS.—On a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis, as determined by the Secretary of Trans-
portation, the Secretary may charter or other-
wise make available a vessel under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary to any other department, 
upon the request by the Secretary of the Depart-
ment that receives the vessel. The prior consent 
of the Secretary of Defense for such use shall be 
required with respect to any vessel in the Ready 
Reserve Force or in the National Defense Re-
serve Fleet which is maintained in a retention 
status for the Department of Defense. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1565; 
Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3515, Jan. 
28, 2008, 122 Stat. 595.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50304(a) ...... 46 App.:872. June 5, 1920, ch. 250, §§ 13, 17, 
41 Stat. 993, 994; Exec. 
Order No. 6166, June 10, 
1933, § 12; June 29, 1936, ch. 
858, title II, § 204, title IX, 
§ 904, 49 Stat. 1987, 2016; 
Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(44), (45), 
Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 157. 

50304(b) ...... 46 App.:875 (1st 
par.). 

50304(c) ...... 46 App.:875 (last 
par.). 

In subsections (b) and (c), the words ‘‘property de-

scribed in the second paragraph of section 17 of the 

Merchant Marine Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 41 Stat. 994), as 

originally enacted’’ are substituted for ‘‘such other 

docks, piers, warehouses, wharves and terminal equip-

ment and facilities or parts thereof, including all lease-

hold easements, rights of way, riparian rights and 

other rights, estates or interests therein or appur-

tenant thereto which were acquired . . . for military or 

naval purposes during the war emergency’’, and the 

words ‘‘property described in section 17 of the Merchant 

Marine Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 41 Stat. 994), as originally en-

acted’’ are substituted for ‘‘property taken over by or 

transferred to . . . under this section’’, because the 

first paragraph of section 17 of the Merchant Marine 

Act, 1920, was repealed in 1981 and reference to that 

paragraph is necessary for a complete understanding of 

these provisions. The words ‘‘Secretary of a military 

department’’ are substituted for ‘‘War Department or 

the Navy Department’’ and ‘‘Department of the Army, 

Department of the Air Force, or Department of the 

Navy’’ for consistency with other titles of the United 

States Code. For redesignation of the Department of 

War to the Department of the Army, and for transfer of 

certain functions to newly established Department of 

the Air Force, see sections 205(a) and 207(a) and (f) of 

the National Security Act of 1947 (ch. 343, 61 Stat. 501, 

502, 503). 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘possessed and controlled 

by’’ are substituted for ‘‘acquired by’’ for clarity and 

for consistency in the section. The word ‘‘best’’ is omit-

ted as unnecessary. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 4 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1920, referred 

to in subsec. (a), is section 4 of act June 5, 1920, ch. 250, 

41 Stat. 990, which was classified to section 863 of 

former Title 46, Shipping, and was repealed by Pub. L. 

100–710, title II, § 202(4), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4753. 

Section 17 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1920 (ch. 250, 

41 Stat. 994), as originally enacted, referred to in sub-

secs. (b) and (c), is section 17 of act June 5, 1920, ch. 250, 

41 Stat. 994, which was classified to section 875 of the 

former Appendix to this title, was subsequently amend-

ed, and as amended, was repealed and restated in sub-

secs. (b) and (c) of this section by Pub. L. 109–304, §§ 8(b), 

19, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1556, 1710. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–181 added subsec. (d). 

§ 50305. Appointment of trustee or receiver and 
operation of vessels 

(a) APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES AND RECEIV-
ERS.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY.—In a pro-
ceeding in a court of the United States in 
which a trustee or receiver may be appointed 
for a corporation operating a vessel of United 
States registry between the United States and 
a foreign country, on which the United States 
Government holds a mortgage, the court may 
appoint the Secretary of Transportation as the 
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