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§ 51303. Non-competitive appointments 

The Secretary of Transportation may appoint 
each year without competition as cadets at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy not 
more than 50 qualified individuals with qualities 
the Secretary considers to be of special value to 
the Academy. In making these appointments, 
the Secretary shall try to achieve a national de-
mographic balance at the Academy. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1572; 
Pub. L. 114–328, div. C, title XXXV, § 3516(a), Dec. 
23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2789.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51303 .......... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(3)(D). 

June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1303(b)(3)(D), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 1999. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 substituted ‘‘50’’ for ‘‘40’’. 

§ 51304. Additional appointments from particular 
areas 

(a) OTHER COUNTRIES IN WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE.—The President may appoint individuals 
from countries in the Western Hemisphere other 
than the United States to receive instruction at 
the United States Merchant Marine Academy. 
Not more than 12 individuals may receive in-
struction under this subsection at the same 
time, and not more than 2 individuals from the 
same country may receive instruction under 
this subsection at the same time. 

(b) OTHER COUNTRIES GENERALLY.— 
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-

portation, with the approval of the Secretary 
of State, may appoint individuals from coun-
tries other than the United States to receive 
instruction at the Academy. Not more than 30 
individuals may receive instruction under this 
subsection at the same time. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENT.—The Secretary of 
Transportation shall ensure that the country 
from which an individual comes under this 
subsection will reimburse the Secretary for 
the cost (as determined by the Secretary) of 
the instruction and allowances received by the 
individual. 

(c) PANAMA.— 
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-

portation, with the approval of the Secretary 
of State, may appoint individuals from Pan-
ama to receive instruction at the Academy. 
Individuals appointed under this subsection 
are in addition to those appointed under any 
other provision of this chapter. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENT.—The Secretary of 
Transportation shall be reimbursed for the 
cost (as determined by the Secretary) of the 
instruction and allowances received by an in-
dividual appointed under this subsection. 

(d) ALLOWANCES AND REGULATIONS.—Individ-
uals receiving instruction under this section are 
entitled to the same allowances and are subject 
to the same regulations on admission, attend-
ance, discipline, resignation, discharge, dismis-

sal, and graduation, as cadets at the Academy 
appointed from the United States. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1572.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51304(a) ...... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(5)(A), (B). 

June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1303(b)(5)–(7), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 1999; 
Pub. L. 99–368, § 5, Aug. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 776; Pub. L. 
101–595, title VII, § 708(3), 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2995. 

51304(b) ...... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(6)(A)–(C). 

51304(c) ...... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(7)(A), (B). 

51304(d) ...... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(5)(C), (6)(D), 
(7)(C). 

The word ‘‘appoint’’ is substituted for ‘‘designate’’ 

and ‘‘permit’’ for consistency in the chapter. 

§ 51305. Prohibited basis for appointment 

Preference may not be given to an individual 
for appointment as a cadet at the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy because one or more 
members of the individual’s immediate family 
are alumni of the Academy. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1572.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51305 .......... 46 App.:1295b(b) 
(3)(E). 

June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1303(b)(3)(E), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 1999. 

§ 51306. Cadet commitment agreements 

(a) AGREEMENT REQUIREMENTS.—A citizen of 
the United States appointed as a cadet at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy shall 
sign, as a condition of the appointment, an 
agreement to— 

(1) complete the course of instruction at the 
Academy; 

(2) obtain a merchant mariner license, un-
limited as to horsepower or tonnage, issued by 
the Coast Guard as an officer in the merchant 
marine of the United States, accompanied by 
the appropriate national and international en-
dorsements and certifications required by the 
Coast Guard for service aboard vessels on do-
mestic and international voyages, without 
limitation, before graduation from the Acad-
emy; 

(3) for at least 6 years after graduation from 
the Academy, maintain— 

(A) a valid merchant mariner license, un-
limited as to horsepower or tonnage, issued 
by the Coast Guard as an officer in the mer-
chant marine of the United States, accom-
panied by the appropriate national and 
international endorsements and certifi-
cations required by the Coast Guard for serv-
ice aboard vessels on domestic and inter-
national voyages, without limitation; 

(B) a valid transportation worker identi-
fication credential; and 

(C) a Coast Guard medical certificate; 
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(4) apply for, and accept if tendered, an ap-
pointment as a commissioned officer in the 
Navy Reserve (including the Strategic Sealift 
Officer Program, Navy Reserve), the Coast 
Guard Reserve, or any other reserve compo-
nent of an armed force of the United States, 
and, if tendered the appointment, to serve, 
meet the participation requirements, and 
maintain active status in good standing, as de-
termined by the program manager of the ap-
propriate military service, for at least 8 years 
after the date of commissioning; 

(5) serve the foreign and domestic commerce 
and the national defense of the United States 
for at least 5 years after graduation from the 
Academy— 

(A) as a merchant marine officer on a doc-
umented vessel or a vessel owned and oper-
ated by the United States Government or by 
a State; 

(B) as an employee in a United States mar-
itime-related industry, profession, or marine 
science (as determined by the Secretary of 
Transportation), if the Secretary determines 
that service under subparagraph (A) is not 
available to the individual; 

(C) as a commissioned officer on active 
duty in an armed force of the United States, 
as a commissioned officer in the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or 
in other maritime-related Federal employ-
ment which serves the national security in-
terests of the United States, as determined 
by the Secretary; or 

(D) by a combination of the service alter-
natives referred to in subparagraphs (A)–(C); 
and 

(6) report to the Secretary on compliance 
with this subsection. 

(b) FAILURE TO COMPLETE COURSE OF INSTRUC-
TION.— 

(1) ACTIVE DUTY.—If the Secretary of Trans-
portation determines that an individual who 
has attended the Academy for at least 2 years 
has failed to fulfill the part of the agreement 
described in subsection (a)(1), the individual 
may be ordered by the Secretary of Defense to 
serve on active duty in one of the armed forces 
of the United States for a period of not more 
than 2 years. In cases of hardship as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Secretary of Transportation may waive this 
paragraph in whole or in part. 

(2) RECOVERY OF COST.—If the Secretary of 
Defense is unable or unwilling to order an in-
dividual to serve on active duty under para-
graph (1), or if the Secretary of Transportation 
determines that reimbursement of the cost of 
education provided would better serve the in-
terests of the United States, the Secretary of 
Transportation may recover from the individ-
ual the cost of education provided by the Gov-
ernment. 

(c) FAILURE TO CARRY OUT OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) ACTIVE DUTY.—If the Secretary of Trans-
portation determines that an individual has 
failed to fulfill any part of the agreement de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)–(6), the individual 
may be ordered to serve on active duty for a 

period of at least 3 years but not more than 
the unexpired period (as determined by the 
Secretary) of the service required by sub-
section (a)(5). The Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, shall determine in which service the 
individual shall serve. In cases of hardship as 
determined by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Secretary of Transportation may 
waive this paragraph in whole or in part. 

(2) RECOVERY OF COST.—If the Secretary of 
Defense is unable or unwilling to order an in-
dividual to serve on active duty under para-
graph (1), or if the Secretary of Transportation 
determines that reimbursement of the cost of 
education provided would better serve the in-
terests of the United States, the Secretary of 
Transportation may recover from the individ-
ual the cost of education provided. The Sec-
retary may reduce the amount to be recovered 
to reflect partial performance of service obli-
gations and other factors the Secretary deter-
mines merit a reduction. 

(d) ACTIONS TO RECOVER COST.—To aid in the 
recovery of the cost of education provided by 
the Government under a commitment agree-
ment under this section, the Secretary of Trans-
portation may— 

(1) request the Attorney General to bring a 
civil action against the individual; and 

(2) make use of the Federal debt collection 
procedures in chapter 176 of title 28 or other 
applicable administrative remedies. 

(e) ALTERNATIVE SERVICE.— 
(1) SERVICE AS COMMISSIONED OFFICER.—An 

individual who, for the 5-year period following 
graduation from the Academy, serves as a 
commissioned officer on active duty in an 
armed force of the United States or as a com-
missioned officer of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration or the Public 
Health Service shall be excused from the re-
quirements of paragraphs (3) through (5) of 
subsection (a). 

(2) MODIFICATION OR WAIVER.—The Secretary 
may modify or waive any of the terms and 
conditions set forth in subsection (a) through 
the imposition of alternative service require-
ments. 

(f) SERVICE OBLIGATION PERFORMANCE REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to any otherwise 
applicable restrictions on disclosure in section 
552a of title 5, the Secretary of Defense, the 
Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating, the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, and the Surgeon General of the Pub-
lic Health Service— 

(A) shall report the status of obligated 
service of an individual graduate of the 
Academy upon request of the Secretary; and 

(B) may, in their discretion, notify the 
Secretary of any failure of the graduate to 
perform the graduate’s duties, either on ac-
tive duty or in the Ready Reserve compo-
nent of their respective service, or as a com-
missioned officer of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration or the Pub-
lic Health Service, respectively. 
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(2) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED.—A report 
or notice under paragraph (1) shall identify 
any graduate determined to have failed to 
comply with service obligation requirements 
and provide all required information as to why 
such graduate failed to comply. 

(3) CONSIDERED AS IN DEFAULT.—Upon receipt 
of such a report or notice, such graduate may 
be considered to be in default of the graduate’s 
service obligations by the Secretary, and sub-
ject to all remedies the Secretary may have 
with respect to such a default. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1572; 
Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 515(g)(2)(A), Jan. 
6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3236; Pub. L. 109–364, div. C, title 
XXXV, §§ 3505(a), 3506(a), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 
2516, 2517; Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, 
§§ 3523(a)(1), (b), 3526(b)(1), (c)(1), (g), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 598, 600–602; Pub. L. 114–92, div. C, title 
XXXV, § 3506, Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 1220.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51306(a) ...... 46 App.:1295b(e)(1). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1303(e)(1)–(4), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2000; 
Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(144)(A), 
Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 166; 
Pub. L. 101–595, title VII, 
§ 707(a), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2995; Pub. L. 108–136, 
title XXXV, § 3515(b), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1792. 

51306(b) ...... 46 App.:1295b(e)(2). 
51306(c) ...... 46 App.:1295b(e)(3). 
51306(d) ...... 46 App.:1295b(e)(4). 

In subsection (a), before paragraph (1), the words 

‘‘after the date occurring 6 months after October 1, 

1981’’ are omitted as obsolete. In paragraph (2), the 

words ‘‘before graduating’’ are substituted for ‘‘on or 

before the date of graduation’’ to eliminate unneces-

sary words. In paragraph (5)(A), the words ‘‘or terri-

tories’’ are omitted as unnecessary because of the defi-

nition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the revised title. 
In subsection (d), the words ‘‘bring a civil action’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘begin court proceedings’’ for consist-

ency in the revised title and with rule 2 of the Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure (28 App. U.S.C.). 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–92, § 3506(1), substituted 

‘‘shall sign’’ for ‘‘must sign’’ in introductory provi-

sions. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 114–92, § 3506(2), amended par. 

(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘fulfill the requirements for a license as an offi-

cer in the merchant marine of the United States before 

graduation from the Academy;’’. 
Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 114–92, § 3506(3), amended par. 

(3) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘maintain a valid license as an officer in the mer-

chant marine of the United States for at least 6 years 

after graduation from the Academy, accompanied by 

the appropriate national and international endorse-

ments and certification required by the Coast Guard for 

service aboard vessels on domestic and international 

voyages;’’. 
Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 114–92, § 3506(4), amended par. 

(4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘apply for, and accept if tendered, an appoint-

ment as a commissioned officer in the Navy Reserve 

(including the Merchant Marine Reserve, Navy Re-

serve), the Coast Guard Reserve, or any other reserve 

unit of an armed force of the United States, and, if ten-

dered the appointment, to serve for at least 6 years 

after graduation from the Academy;’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, § 3526(g), repealed Pub. L. 

109–364, §§ 3505(a) and 3506(a). See 2006 Amendment note 

below. 
Pub. L. 110–181, § 3523(b), repealed Pub. L. 109–163, 

§ 515(g)(2)(A). See 2006 Amendment note below. 
Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 110–181, § 3523(a)(1), incor-

porated the substance of the amendment by Pub. L. 

109–163, § 515(g)(2)(A), into this section by substituting 

‘‘Navy Reserve’’ for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’ in two places. See 

2006 Amendment note below and section 18(a) of Pub. L. 

109–304, set out as a Legislative Purpose and Construc-

tion note preceding section 101 of this title. 
Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 110–181, § 3526(b)(1), (c)(1), in-

corporated the substance of the amendments by Pub. L. 

109–364, §§ 3505(a), 3506(a), into this section by adding 

subsecs. (e) and (f). See 2006 Amendment note below and 

section 18(a) of Pub. L. 109–304, set out as a Legislative 

Purpose and Construction note preceding section 101 of 

this title. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–364, §§ 3505(a), 3506(a), which directed 

the amendment of section 1295b(e) of the former Appen-

dix to this title from which this section was derived, 

were repealed by Pub. L. 110–181, § 3526(g). See 2008 

Amendment note for subsecs. (e) and (f) and Historical 

and Revision notes above. 
Pub. L. 109–163, § 515(g)(2)(A), which directed the 

amendment of section 1295b of the former Appendix to 

this title from which this section was derived, was re-

pealed by Pub. L. 110–181, § 3523(b). See 2008 Amendment 

note for subsec. (a)(4) and Historical and Revision notes 

above. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3526(b)(2), Jan. 

28, 2008, 122 Stat. 601, provided that: ‘‘Section 51306(e) of 

title 46, United States Code, as added by paragraph (1), 

applies only to an individual who enrolls as a cadet at 

the United States Merchant Marine Academy, and 

signs an agreement under section 51306(a) of title 46, 

after October 17, 2006.’’ 
Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3526(c)(2), Jan. 28, 

2008, 122 Stat. 602, provided that: ‘‘Section 51306(f) of 

title 46, United States Code, as added by paragraph (1), 

does not apply with respect to an agreement entered 

into under section 51306(a) of title 46, United States 

Code, before October 17, 2006.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505(b), Oct. 17, 

2006, 120 Stat. 2517, which provided that par. (6) of sec-

tion 1295b(e) of the former Appendix to this title from 

which this section was derived, applied only to an indi-

vidual who enrolled as a cadet at the United States 

Merchant Marine Academy and signed an agreement 

under par. (1) of that section after Oct. 17, 2006, was re-

pealed by Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3526(g), 

Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 602. 
Pub. L. 109–364, div. C, title XXXV, § 3506(b), Oct. 17, 

2006, 120 Stat. 2517, which provided that the enactment 

of par. (7) of section 1295b(e) of the former Appendix to 

this title from which this section was derived, did not 

apply with respect to an agreement entered into under 

section 1295b(e) before Oct. 17, 2006, was repealed by 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3526(g), Jan. 28, 

2008, 122 Stat. 602. 

§ 51307. Places of training 

The Secretary of Transportation may provide 
for the training of cadets at the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy— 

(1) on vessels owned or subsidized by the 
United States Government; 

(2) on other documented vessels, with the 
permission of the owner; 

(3) in shipyards or plants and with industrial 
or educational organizations; and 

(4) on any other vessel considered by the 
Secretary to be necessary or appropriate or in 
the national interest. 
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