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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 1429. Audit and report 

(a) Audit 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of Commerce shall enter into 
a contract with an independent auditor to con-
duct an audit, on an annual basis, of the First 
Responder Network Authority in accordance 
with general accounting principles and proce-
dures applicable to commercial corporate 
transactions. Each audit conducted under this 
paragraph shall be made available to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress. 

(2) Location 

Any audit conducted under paragraph (1) 
shall be conducted at the place or places where 
accounts of the First Responder Network Au-
thority are normally kept. 

(3) Access to First Responder Network Author-
ity books and documents 

(A) In general 

For purposes of an audit conducted under 
paragraph (1), the representatives of the 
independent auditor shall— 

(i) have access to all books, accounts, 
records, reports, files, and all other papers, 
things, or property belonging to or in use 
by the First Responder Network Authority 
that pertain to the financial transactions 
of the First Responder Network Authority 
and are necessary to facilitate the audit; 
and 

(ii) be afforded full facilities for verify-
ing transactions with the balances or secu-
rities held by depositories, fiscal agents, 
and custodians. 

(B) Requirement 

All books, accounts, records, reports, files, 
papers, and property of the First Responder 
Network Authority shall remain in the pos-
session and custody of the First Responder 
Network Authority. 

(b) Report 

(1) In general 

The independent auditor selected to conduct 
an audit under this section shall submit a re-
port of each audit conducted under subsection 
(a) to— 

(A) the appropriate committees of Con-
gress; 

(B) the President; and 
(C) the First Responder Network Author-

ity. 

(2) Contents 

Each report submitted under paragraph (1) 
shall contain— 

(A) such comments and information as the 
independent auditor determines necessary to 
inform Congress of the financial operations 
and condition of the First Responder Net-
work Authority; 

(B) any recommendations of the independ-
ent auditor relating to the financial oper-
ations and condition of the First Responder 
Network Authority; and 

(C) a description of any program, expendi-
ture, or other financial transaction or under-

taking of the First Responder Network Au-
thority that was observed during the course 
of the audit, which, in the opinion of the 
independent auditor, has been carried on or 
made without the authority of law. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6209, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 216.) 

§ 1430. Annual report to Congress 

(a) In general 

Not later than 1 year after February 22, 2012, 
and each year thereafter, the First Responder 
Network Authority shall submit an annual re-
port covering the preceding fiscal year to the 
appropriate committees of Congress. 

(b) Required content 

The report required under subsection (a) shall 
include— 

(1) a comprehensive and detailed report of 
the operations, activities, financial condition, 
and accomplishments of the First Responder 
Network Authority under this section; and 

(2) such recommendations or proposals for 
legislative or administrative action as the 
First Responder Network Authority deems ap-
propriate. 

(c) Availability to testify 

The members of the Board and employees of 
the First Responder Network Authority shall be 
available to testify before the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress with respect to— 

(1) the report required under subsection (a); 
(2) the report of any audit conducted under 

section 1429 1 of this title; or 
(3) any other matter which such committees 

may determine appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6210, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 217.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1429 of this title, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), 

was in the original a reference to section 6210 of Pub. 

L. 112–96, this section, and was translated as if it had 

been a reference to section 6209 of Pub. L. 112–96, which 

is classified to section 1429 of this title, to reflect the 

probable intent of Congress. Section 6210 does not re-

late to audits. 

§ 1431. Public safety roaming and priority access 

The Commission may adopt rules, if necessary 
in the public interest, to improve the ability of 
public safety networks to roam onto commercial 
networks and to gain priority access to commer-
cial networks in an emergency if— 

(1) the public safety entity equipment is 
technically compatible with the commercial 
network; 

(2) the commercial network is reasonably 
compensated; and 

(3) such access does not preempt or other-
wise terminate or degrade all existing voice 
conversations or data sessions. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6211, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 218.) 
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§ 1432. Prohibition on direct offering of commer-
cial telecommunications service directly to 
consumers 

(a) In general 

The First Responder Network Authority shall 
not offer, provide, or market commercial tele-
communications or information services di-
rectly to consumers. 

(b) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the First Responder Network Authority 
and a secondary user from entering into a cov-
ered leasing agreement pursuant to section 
1428(a)(2)(B) of this title. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to limit the First Responder 
Network Authority from collecting lease fees re-
lated to network equipment and infrastructure 
pursuant to section 1428(a)(3) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6212, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 218.) 

§ 1433. Provision of technical assistance 

The Commission may provide technical assist-
ance to the First Responder Network Authority 
and may take any action necessary to assist the 
First Responder Network Authority in effec-
tuating its duties and responsibilities under this 
subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6213, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 218.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITMENTS 

§ 1441. State and Local Implementation Fund 

(a) Establishment 

There is established in the Treasury of the 
United States a fund to be known as the State 
and Local Implementation Fund. 

(b) Amounts available for State and Local Imple-
mentation Grant Program 

Any amounts borrowed under subsection (c)(1) 
and any amounts in the State and Local Imple-
mentation Fund that are not necessary to reim-
burse the general fund of the Treasury for such 
borrowed amounts shall be available to the As-
sistant Secretary to implement section 1442 of 
this title. 

(c) Borrowing authority 

(1) In general 

Prior to the end of fiscal year 2022, the As-
sistant Secretary may borrow from the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury such sums as may be 
necessary, but not to exceed $135,000,000, to im-
plement section 1442 of this title. 

(2) Reimbursement 

The Assistant Secretary shall reimburse the 
general fund of the Treasury, without interest, 
for any amounts borrowed under paragraph (1) 
as funds are deposited into the State and 
Local Implementation Fund. 

(d) Transfer of unused funds 

If there is a balance remaining in the State 
and Local Implementation Fund on September 
30, 2022, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 

transfer such balance to the general fund of the 
Treasury, where such balance shall be dedicated 
for the sole purpose of deficit reduction. 

(Pub. L. 112–96, title VI, § 6301, Feb. 22, 2012, 126 
Stat. 218.) 

§ 1442. State and local implementation 

(a) Establishment of State and Local Implemen-
tation Grant Program 

The Assistant Secretary, in consultation with 
the First Responder Network Authority, shall 
take such action as is necessary to establish a 
grant program to make grants to States to as-
sist State, regional, tribal, and local jurisdic-
tions to identify, plan, and implement the most 
efficient and effective way for such jurisdictions 
to utilize and integrate the infrastructure, 
equipment, and other architecture associated 
with the nationwide public safety broadband 
network to satisfy the wireless communications 
and data services needs of that jurisdiction, in-
cluding with regards to coverage, siting, and 
other needs. 

(b) Matching requirements; Federal share 

(1) In general 

The Federal share of the cost of any activity 
carried out using a grant under this section 
may not exceed 80 percent of the eligible costs 
of carrying out that activity, as determined by 
the Assistant Secretary, in consultation with 
the First Responder Network Authority. 

(2) Waiver 

The Assistant Secretary may waive, in 
whole or in part, the requirements of para-
graph (1) for good cause shown if the Assistant 
Secretary determines that such a waiver is in 
the public interest. 

(c) Programmatic requirements 

Not later than 6 months after February 22, 
2012, the Assistant Secretary, in consultation 
with the First Responder Network Authority, 
shall establish requirements relating to the 
grant program to be carried out under this sec-
tion, including the following: 

(1) Defining eligible costs for purposes of 
subsection (b)(1). 

(2) Determining the scope of eligible activi-
ties for grant funding under this section. 

(3) Prioritizing grants for activities that en-
sure coverage in rural as well as urban areas. 

(d) Certification and designation of officer or 
governmental body 

In carrying out the grant program established 
under this section, the Assistant Secretary shall 
require each State to certify in its application 
for grant funds that the State has designated a 
single officer or governmental body to serve as 
the coordinator of implementation of the grant 
funds. 

(e) State network 

(1) Notice 

Upon the completion of the request for pro-
posal process conducted by the First Re-
sponder Network Authority for the construc-
tion, operation, maintenance, and improve-
ment of the nationwide public safety broad-
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