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other misbehavior by which the rights of
any party have been prejudiced.

(Pub. L. 112-96, title VI, §6302, Feb. 22, 2012, 126
Stat. 219.)

§1443. Public safety wireless communications re-
search and development

(a) NIST directed research and development pro-
gram

From amounts made available from the Public
Safety Trust Fund, the Director of NIST, in con-
sultation with the Commission, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and the National Institute
of Justice of the Department of Justice, as ap-
propriate, shall conduct research and assist with
the development of standards, technologies, and
applications to advance wireless public safety
communications.

(b) Required activities

In carrying out the requirement under sub-
section (a), the Director of NIST, in consulta-
tion with the First Responder Network Author-
ity and the public safety advisory committee es-
tablished under section 1425(a) of this title,
shall—

(1) document public safety wireless commu-
nications technical requirements;

(2) accelerate the development of the capa-
bility for communications between currently
deployed public safety narrowband systems
and the nationwide public safety broadband
network;

(3) establish a research plan, and direct re-
search, that addresses the wireless commu-
nications needs of public safety entities be-
yond what can be provided by the current gen-
eration of broadband technology;

(4) accelerate the development of mission
critical voice, including device-to-device
‘““talkaround’’ capability over broadband net-
works, public safety prioritization, authen-
tication capabilities, and standard application
programing interfaces for the nationwide pub-
lic safety broadband network, if necessary and
practical;

(5) accelerate the development of commu-
nications technology and equipment that can
facilitate the eventual migration of public
safety narrowband communications to the na-
tionwide public safety broadband network; and

(6) convene working groups of relevant gov-
ernment and commercial parties to achieve
the requirements in paragraphs (1) through (5).

(Pub. L. 112-96, title VI, §6303, Feb. 22, 2012, 126
Stat. 221.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—SPECTRUM AUCTION
AUTHORITY

§1451. Deadlines for auction of certain spectrum

(a) Clearing certain Federal spectrum
(1) In general

The President shall—

(A) not later than 3 years after February
22, 2012, begin the process of withdrawing or
modifying the assignment to a Federal Gov-
ernment station of the electromagnetic
spectrum described in paragraph (2); and
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(B) not later than 30 days after completing
the withdrawal or modification, notify the
Commission that the withdrawal or modi-
fication is complete.

(2) Spectrum described

The electromagnetic spectrum described in
this paragraph is the 15 megahertz of spectrum
between 1675 megahertz and 1710 megahertz
identified under paragraph (3).

(3) Identification by Secretary of Commerce

Not later than 1 year after February 22, 2012,
the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to
the President a report identifying 15 mega-
hertz of spectrum between 1675 megahertz and
1710 megahertz for reallocation from Federal
use to non-Federal use.

(b) Reallocation and auction
(1) In general

Notwithstanding paragraph (15)(A) of section
309(j) of this title, not later than 3 years after
February 22, 2012, the Commission shall, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (4)—

(A) allocate the spectrum described in
paragraph (2) for commercial use; and
(B) through a system of competitive bid-

ding under such section, grant new initial li-

censes for the use of such spectrum, subject

to flexible-use service rules.

(2) Spectrum described

The spectrum described in this paragraph is
the following:

(A) The frequencies between 1915 mega-
hertz and 1920 megahertz.

(B) The frequencies between 1995 mega-
hertz and 2000 megahertz.

(C) The frequencies described in subsection
(a)(2).

(D) The frequencies between 21556 mega-
hertz and 2180 megahertz.

(E) Fifteen megahertz of contiguous spec-
trum to be identified by the Commission.

(3) Proceeds to cover 110 percent of Federal re-
location or sharing costs

Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be construed
to relieve the Commission from the require-
ments of section 309(j)(16)(B) of this title.

(4) Determination by Commission

If the Commission determines that the band
of frequencies described in paragraph (2)(A) or
the band of frequencies described in paragraph
(2)(B) cannot be used without causing harmful
interference to commercial mobile service li-
censees in the frequencies between 1930 mega-
hertz and 1995 megahertz, the Commission
may not—

(A) allocate such band for commercial use
under paragraph (1)(A); or

(B) grant licenses under paragraph (1)(B)
for the use of such band.

(c) Omitted
(Pub. L. 112-96, title VI, §6401, Feb. 22, 2012, 126
Stat. 222.)
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§1452. Special requirements for incentive auc-

tion of broadcast TV spectrum

(a) Reverse auction to identify incentive amount
(1) In general

The Commission shall conduct a reverse auc-
tion to determine the amount of compensation
that each broadcast television licensee would
accept in return for voluntarily relinquishing
some or all of its broadcast television spec-
trum usage rights in order to make spectrum
available for assignment through a system of
competitive bidding under subparagraph (G) of
section 309(j)(8) of this title.

(2) Eligible relinquishments

A relinquishment of usage rights for pur-
poses of paragraph (1) shall include the follow-
ing:

(A) Relinquishing all usage rights with re-
spect to a particular television channel
without receiving in return any usage rights
with respect to another television channel.

(B) Relinquishing all usage rights with re-
spect to an ultra high frequency television
channel in return for receiving usage rights
with respect to a very high frequency tele-
vision channel.

(C) Relinquishing usage rights in order to
share a television channel with another 1li-
censee.

(3) Confidentiality

The Commission shall take all reasonable
steps necessary to protect the confidentiality
of Commission-held data of a licensee partici-
pating in the reverse auction under paragraph
(1), including withholding the identity of such
licensee until the reassignments and realloca-
tions (if any) under subsection (b)(1)(B) be-
come effective, as described in subsection
(H(2).

(4) Protection of carriage rights of licensees
sharing a channel

A broadcast television station that volun-
tarily relinquishes spectrum usage rights
under this subsection in order to share a tele-
vision channel and that possessed carriage
rights under section 338, 534, or 535 of this title
on November 30, 2010, shall have, at its shared
location, the carriage rights under such sec-
tion that would apply to such station at such
location if it were not sharing a channel.

(b) Reorganization of broadcast TV spectrum
(1) In general

For purposes of making available spectrum
to carry out the forward auction under sub-
section (c)(1), the Commission—

(A) shall evaluate the broadcast television
spectrum (including spectrum made avail-
able through the reverse auction under sub-
section (a)(1)); and

(B) may, subject to international coordina-
tion along the border with Mexico and Can-
ada—

(i) make such reassignments of tele-
vision channels as the Commission consid-
ers appropriate; and

(ii) reallocate such portions of such spec-
trum as the Commission determines are
available for reallocation.
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(2) Factors for consideration

In making any reassignments or realloca-
tions under paragraph (1)(B), the Commission
shall make all reasonable efforts to preserve,
as of February 22, 2012, the coverage area and
population served of each broadcast television
licensee, as determined using the methodology
described in OET Bulletin 69 of the Office of
Engineering and Technology of the Commis-
sion.

(3) No involuntary relocation from UHF to VHF

In making any reassignments under para-
graph (1)(B)(i), the Commission may not invol-
untarily reassign a broadcast television li-
censee—

(A) from an ultra high frequency television
channel to a very high frequency television
channel; or

(B) from a television channel between the
frequencies from 174 megahertz to 216 mega-
hertz to a television channel between the
frequencies from 54 megahertz to 88 mega-
hertz.

(4) Payment of relocation costs
(A) In general

Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
from amounts made available under sub-
section (d)(2), the Commission shall reim-
burse costs reasonably incurred by—

(i) a broadcast television licensee that
was reassigned under paragraph (1)(B)@i)
from one ultra high frequency television
channel to a different ultra high frequency
television channel, from one very high fre-
quency television channel to a different
very high frequency television channel, or,
in accordance with subsection (g)(1)(B),
from a very high frequency television
channel to an ultra high frequency tele-
vision channel, in order for the licensee to
relocate its television service from one
channel to the other;

(ii) a multichannel video programming
distributor in order to continue to carry
the signal of a broadcast television li-
censee that—

(I) is described in clause (i);

(IT) voluntarily relinquishes spectrum
usage rights under subsection (a) with
respect to an ultra high frequency tele-
vision channel in return for receiving
usage rights with respect to a very high
frequency television channel; or

(ITI) voluntarily relinquishes spectrum
usage rights under subsection (a) to
share a television channel with another
licensee; or

(iii) a channel 37 incumbent user, in
order to relocate to other suitable spec-
trum, provided that all such users can be
relocated and that the total relocation
costs of such wusers do not exceed
$300,000,000. For the purpose of this sec-
tion, the spectrum made available through
relocation of channel 37 incumbent users
shall be deemed as spectrum reclaimed
through a reverse auction under sub-
section (a).
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