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1954, ch. 111, 68 Stat. 35; Pub. L. 86–609, § 2, July 
7, 1960, 74 Stat. 363; Pub. L. 86–752, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 
1960, 74 Stat. 892; Pub. L. 87–444, § 4, Apr. 27, 1962, 
76 Stat. 64; Pub. L. 97–259, title I, §§ 118, 119, Sept. 
13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1095, 1096; Pub. L. 102–538, title 
II, § 204(c), Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3543; Pub. L. 
104–104, title IV, § 403(m), Feb. 8, 1996, 110 Stat. 
132.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 

48 Stat. 1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 

609 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–104 substituted ‘‘With 

respect to any broadcasting station, the Commission 

shall not have any authority to waive the requirement 

of a permit for construction, except that the Commis-

sion may by regulation determine that a permit shall 

not be required for minor changes in the facilities of 

authorized broadcast stations. With respect to any 

other station or class of stations, the Commission shall 

not waive the requirement for a construction permit 

unless the Commission determines that the public in-

terest, convenience, and necessity would be served by 

such a waiver.’’ for ‘‘With respect to any broadcasting 

station, the Commission shall not have any authority 

to waive the requirement of a permit for construction. 

With respect to any other station or class of stations, 

the Commission shall not waive such requirement un-

less the Commission determines that the public inter-

est, convenience, and necessity would be served by such 

a waiver.’’ 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–538 inserted before pe-

riod at end ‘‘in any manner or form, including by elec-

tronic means, as the Commission may prescribe by reg-

ulation’’. 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–259, § 118, struck out ‘‘the 

construction of which is begun or is continued after 

this chapter takes effect,’’ after ‘‘operation of any sta-

tion’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–259, § 119, substituted provision 

that a permit for construction shall not be required for 

public coast stations, privately owned fixed microwave 

stations, or stations licensed to common carriers, un-

less the Commission determines that the public inter-

est, convenience, and necessity would be served by re-

quiring such permits for any such stations, that with 

respect to any broadcasting station, the Commission 

shall not have any authority to waive the requirement 

of a permit for construction, and that with respect to 

any other station or class of stations, the Commission 

shall not waive such requirement unless the Commis-

sion determines that the public interest, convenience, 

and necessity would be served by such a waiver, for pro-

vision that with respect to stations or classes of sta-

tions other than Government stations, amateur sta-

tions, mobile stations, and broadcasting stations, the 

Commission could waive the requirement of a permit 

for construction if it found that the public interest, 

convenience, or necessity would be served thereby, that 

such waiver would apply only to stations whose con-

struction was begun subsequent to the effective date of 

the waiver, and that if the Commission found that the 

public interest, convenience, and necessity would be 

served thereby, it could waive the requirement of a per-

mit for construction of a station that was engaged sole-

ly in rebroadcasting television signals if such station 

had been constructed on or before July 7, 1960. 

1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–444 struck out require-

ment that applications were to be signed under oath or 

affirmation. 

1960—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 86–752 inserted references to 

section 309(d)–(g). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 86–609 authorized the Commission 
to waive the requirement of a permit for construction 
of a station engaged solely in rebroadcasting television 
signals if such station was constructed on or before 
July 7, 1960. 

1954—Subsec. (b). Act Mar. 26, 1954, struck out sen-
tence providing that a construction permit should not 
be required for Government stations, amateur stations, 
or stations upon mobile vessels, railroad rolling stock, 
or aircraft, such provisions being covered by subsec. (d) 
of this section. 

Subsec. (d). Act Mar. 26, 1954, added subsec. (d). 
1952—Subsec. (a). Act July 16, 1952, § 13(a), (b), struck 

out ‘‘upon written application therefor’’ after ‘‘by the 
Commission’’ in first sentence, struck out second sen-
tence, and substituted in third sentence, ‘‘The applica-
tion for a construction permit shall set forth’’ for 
‘‘This application shall set forth’’. 

Subsec. (b). Act July 16, 1952, § 13(c), (d), struck out 
second sentence relating to assignment of rights under 
a permit, and struck out last two sentences, which are 
incorporated in subsec. (c). 

Subsec. (c). Act July 16, 1952, § 13(d), added subsec. (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1960 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 86–752 effective ninety days 
after Sept. 13, 1960, see section 4(d)(1) of Pub. L. 86–752, 
set out as a note under section 309 of this title. 

§ 320. Stations liable to interfere with distress 
signals; designation and regulation 

The Commission is authorized to designate 
from time to time radio stations the commu-
nications or signals of which, in its opinion, are 
liable to interfere with the transmission or re-
ception of distress signals of ships. Such sta-
tions are required to keep a licensed radio oper-
ator listening in on the frequencies designated 
for signals of distress and radio communications 
relating thereto during the entire period the 
transmitter of such station is in operation. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title III, § 320, 48 Stat. 
1090.) 

§ 321. Distress signals and communications; 
equipment on vessels; regulations 

(a) The transmitting set in a radio station on 
shipboard may be adjusted in such a manner as 
to produce a maximum of radiation, irrespective 
of the amount of interference which may thus be 
caused, when such station is sending radio com-
munications or signals of distress and radio 
communications relating thereto. 

(b) All radio stations, including Government 
stations and stations on board foreign vessels 
when within the territorial waters of the United 
States, shall give absolute priority to radio 
communications or signals relating to ships in 
distress; shall cease all sending on frequencies 
which will interfere with hearing a radio com-
munication or signal of distress, and, except 
when engaged in answering or aiding the ship in 
distress, shall refrain from sending any radio 
communications or signals until there is assur-
ance that no interference will be caused with 
the radio communications or signals relating 
thereto, and shall assist the vessel in distress, so 
far as possible, by complying with its instruc-
tions. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title III, § 321, 48 Stat. 1090; 
May 20, 1937, ch. 229, § 7, 50 Stat. 191.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1937—Subsec. (a). Act May 20, 1937, struck out provi-

sions which required radio stations on shipboard to be 
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