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AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–362 struck out ‘‘The chief executives 
shall transmit the comprehensive annual financial re-
port to the Inspector General of the Department of the 
Interior who shall audit it and report his findings to 
the Congress.’’ after ‘‘required by the Congress.’’ and 
‘‘The chief executives shall submit to the Congress, the 
Secretary of the Interior, the High Commissioner of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and the cog-
nizant Federal auditors a written statement of actions 
taken or contemplated on Federal audit recommenda-
tions within sixty days after the issuance date of the 
audit report.’’ after ‘‘applicable Federal law.’’ 

1982—Pub. L. 97–357 substituted provisions relating to 
preparation, etc., by the chief executives of the govern-
ments of the Marshall Islands, etc., of a comprehensive 
annual financial report to be submitted to the Congress 
and the Secretary of the Interior and transmitted to 
the Inspector General of the Interior Department, prep-
aration of other congressionally required reports, sub-
mission of a written statement of actions taken or con-
templated on Federal audit recommendations, and pro-
hibition of termination of this section under the Cov-
enant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United 
States, for provisions relating to an annual report by 
the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands on the administration of sections 1688 to 
1693 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in the 1st sentence of this section relating to the re-
quirement that the chief executives submit a compre-
hensive annual financial report to Congress, see section 
3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and 
the 1st item on page 116 of House Document No. 103–7. 

EXCEPTION TO REQUIREMENT THAT STATEMENT BE SUB-
MITTED TO HIGH COMMISSIONER OF TRUST TERRITORY 
OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Pub. L. 97–357, title II, § 203(e), Oct. 19, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1708, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this section [adding 
section 1681b of this title, amending this section, and 
repealing section 1681c of this title] shall be construed 
as requiring the Governor of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands to submit any statement or report to the High 
Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.’’ 

§ 1693. Audit of government; access to books, 
records, etc. 

The Comptroller General of the United States, 
or any of his duly authorized representatives, 
shall have access, for the purpose of audit and 
examination, to any relevant books, documents, 
papers, or records of the government of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

(Pub. L. 92–257, § 6, Mar. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 88.) 

§§ 1694 to 1694e. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 1694 to 1694e, Pub. L. 95–157, §§ 1–6, Nov. 8, 
1977, 91 Stat. 1265–1267; Pub. L. 98–454, title IX, §§ 901–904, 
Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1744, 1745, which related to estab-
lishment of District Court for the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, original and appellate jurisdiction, procedural 
requirements, relations between courts of United 
States and courts of Northern Mariana Islands, effec-
tive date, and authorization of appropriations, were 
transferred to sections 1821 to 1826, respectively, of this 
title. 

§ 1695. Federal education and health care pro-
grams; nonapplicability or nonparticipation 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
except in cases in which the Federal program is 
terminated with respect to all recipients under 
the program, Federal programs in the fields of 
education and health care shall not cease to 
apply to the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands or any successor government or govern-
ments, and shall continue to be available to the 
extent said territory or its successor or succes-
sors are eligible to participate in such programs. 
Participation in any applicable Federal pro-
grams in the fields of education and health care 
by the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or 
any successor government or governments shall 
not be denied, decreased or ended, either before 
or after the termination of the trusteeship, 
without the express approval of the United 
States Congress and shall continue at such lev-
els as the Congress may provide in appropriation 
Acts. 

(Pub. L. 96–205, title I, § 104, Mar. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 85; Pub. L. 96–597, title IV, § 403, Dec. 24, 
1980, 94 Stat. 3479.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–597 substituted ‘‘and shall continue 
to be available to the extent said territory or its suc-
cessor or successors are eligible to participate in such 
programs. Participation’’ for ‘‘nor shall participation’’, 
‘‘governments shall not be denied’’ for ‘‘governments be 
denied’’ and inserted ‘‘and shall continue at such levels 
as the Congress may provide in appropriation Acts.’’ 
after ‘‘United States Congress’’. 

CHAPTER 15—CONVEYANCE OF SUBMERGED 
LANDS TO TERRITORIES 

Sec. 

1701 to 1703. Repealed. 
1704. Concurrent jurisdiction; exceptions for na-

tional defense purposes. 
1705. Tidelands, submerged lands, or filled lands. 
1706. Reserved rights. 
1707. Payment of rents, royalties, and fees to local 

government. 
1708. Discrimination prohibited in rights of access 

to, and benefits from, conveyed lands. 

§§ 1701 to 1703. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–435, § 5, Oct. 
5, 1974, 88 Stat. 1212 

Section 1701, Pub. L. 88–183, § 1, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
338, related to authority of Secretary of the Interior to 
transfer tidelands, submerged lands, and filled lands to 
governments of Guam, Virgin Islands, and American 
Samoa with certain restrictions and conditions. See 
section 1705 of this title. 

Section 1702, Pub. L. 88–183, § 2, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
339, related to administrative responsibility of Sec-
retary of the Interior for tidelands, submerged lands, 
and filled lands in adjacent to Guam, Virgin Islands, 
and American Samoa. See sections 1705 to 1708 of this 
title. 

Section 1703, Pub. L. 88–183, § 3, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
339, related to certain rights reserved for the United 
States for purposes of defense, navigation, flood con-
trol, commerce and international affairs. See section 
1706 of this title. 

§ 1704. Concurrent jurisdiction; exceptions for 
national defense purposes 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, the 
governments of the Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
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