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The Act enacting this section, referred to in text, is
Pub. L. 103-272, July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 745, the first sec-
tion of which enacted subtitles II, III, and V to X of
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

The Interstate Commerce Act, referred to in text, is
act Feb. 4, 1887, ch. 104, 24 Stat. 379, as amended, which
was classified to chapters 1 (§1 et seq.), 8 (§301 et seq.),
12 (§901 et seq.), 13 (§1001 et seq.), and 19 (1231 et seq.)
of former Title 49, Transportation. The Act was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 95-473, §4(b), Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat.
1467, the first section of which enacted subtitle IV
(§10101 et seq.) of Title 49, Transportation. For disposi-
tion of sections of former Title 49, see Table at the be-
ginning of Title 49.

Act of August 29, 1916, referred to in text, is act Aug.
29, 1916, ch. 415, 39 Stat. 538, as amended, known as the
Pomerene Bills of Lading Act, which was classified gen-
erally to chapter 4 (§81 et seq.) of former Title 49, and
was repealed by Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5, 1994, 108
Stat. 1379, and reenacted by the first section thereof as
chapter 801 of this title.

SUBTITLE IX—MULTIMODAL
FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

Chapter Sec.

701. Multimodal freight policy ......cccceueee. 70101

702. Multimodal freight transportation
planning and information ............. 70201

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior subtitle IX, consisting of chapters 701 and 703,
related to commercial space transportation, prior to
being transferred and renumbered as chapters 509 and
511 of Title 51, National and Commercial Space Pro-
grams.

CHAPTER 701—MULTIMODAL FREIGHT

POLICY
Sec.
70101. National multimodal freight policy.
70102. National freight strategic plan.
70103. National Multimodal Freight Network.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior chapter 701, consisting of sections 70101 to
70121, related to commercial space launch activities,
prior to being transferred and renumbered as chapter
509 of Title 51, National and Commercial Space Pro-
grams.

§70101. National multimodal freight policy

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is the policy of the United
States to maintain and improve the condition
and performance of the National Multimodal
Freight Network established under section 70103
to ensure that the Network provides a founda-
tion for the United States to compete in the
global economy and achieve the goals described
in subsection (b).

(b) GOALS.—The goals of the national multi-
modal freight policy are—

(1) to identify infrastructure improvements,
policies, and operational innovations that—

(A) strengthen the contribution of the Na-
tional Multimodal Freight Network to the
economic competitiveness of the United
States;

(B) reduce congestion and eliminate bot-
tlenecks on the National Multimodal
Freight Network; and

(C) increase productivity, particularly for
domestic industries and businesses that cre-
ate high-value jobs;
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(2) to improve the safety, security, effi-
ciency, and resiliency of multimodal freight
transportation;

(3) to achieve and maintain a state of good
repair on the National Multimodal Freight
Network;

(4) to use innovation and advanced tech-
nology to improve the safety, efficiency, and
reliability of the National Multimodal Freight
Network;

(5) to improve the economic efficiency and
productivity of the National Multimodal
Freight Network;

(6) to improve the reliability of freight
transportation;

(7) to improve the short- and long-distance
movement of goods that—

(A) travel across rural areas between popu-
lation centers;

(B) travel between rural areas and popu-
lation centers; and

(C) travel from the Nation’s ports, air-
ports, and gateways to the National Multi-
modal Freight Network;

(8) to improve the flexibility of States to
support multi-State corridor planning and the
creation of multi-State organizations to in-
crease the ability of States to address multi-
modal freight connectivity;

(9) to reduce the adverse environmental im-
pacts of freight movement on the National
Multimodal Freight Network; and

(10) to pursue the goals described in this sub-
section in a manner that is not burdensome to
State and local governments.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy, who shall be respon-
sible for the oversight and implementation of
the national multimodal freight policy, shall—

(1) carry out sections 70102 and 70103;

(2) assist with the coordination of modal
freight planning; and

(3) identify interagency data sharing oppor-
tunities to promote freight planning and co-
ordination.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title VIII, §8001(a),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1605.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 70101 was transferred and renumbered

as section 50901 of Title 51, National and Commercial
Space Programs.

EFFECTIVE DATE
Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub.
L. 114-94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-

ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

§70102. National freight strategic plan

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this section, the Under
Secretary of Transportation for Policy shall—

(1) develop a national freight strategic plan
in accordance with this section; and

(2) publish the plan on the public Internet
Web site of the Department of Transportation.

(b) CONTENTS.—The national freight strategic
plan shall include—
(1) an assessment of the condition and per-
formance of the National Multimodal Freight
Network established under section 70103;
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(2) forecasts of freight volumes for the suc-
ceeding 5-, 10-, and 20-year periods;

(3) an identification of major trade gateways
and national freight corridors that connect
major population centers, trade gateways, and
other major freight generators;

(4) an identification of bottlenecks on the
National Multimodal Freight Network that
create significant freight congestion, based on
a quantitative methodology developed by the
Under Secretary, which shall include, at a
minimum—

(A) information from the Freight Analysis
Framework of the Federal Highway Admin-
istration; and

(B) to the maximum extent practicable, an
estimate of the cost of addressing each bot-
tleneck and any operational improvements
that could be implemented;

(5) an assessment of statutory, regulatory,
technological, institutional, financial, and
other barriers to improved freight transpor-
tation performance, and a description of op-
portunities for overcoming the barriers;

(6) a process for addressing multistate
projects and encouraging jurisdictions to col-
laborate;

(7) strategies to improve freight intermodal
connectivity;

(8) an identification of corridors providing
access to energy exploration, development, in-
stallation, or production areas;

(9) an identification of corridors providing
access to major areas for manufacturing, agri-
culture, or natural resources;

(10) an identification of best practices for
improving the performance of the National
Multimodal Freight Network, including criti-
cal commerce corridors and rural and urban
access to critical freight corridors; and

(11) an identification of best practices to
mitigate the impacts of freight movement on
communities.

(c) UPDATES.—Not later than 5 years after the
date of completion of the national freight stra-
tegic plan under subsection (a), and every b5
years thereafter, the Under Secretary shall up-
date the plan and publish the updated plan on
the public Internet Web site of the Department
of Transportation.

(d) CONSULTATION.—The Under Secretary shall
develop and update the national freight strate-
gic plan—

(1) after providing notice and an opportunity
for public comment; and

(2) in consultation with State departments
of transportation, metropolitan planning orga-
nizations, and other appropriate public and
private transportation stakeholders.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title VIII, §8001(a),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1606.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 114-94,
which was approved Dec. 4, 2015.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 70102 was transferred and renumbered
as section 50902 of Title 51, National and Commercial
Space Programs.
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub.
L. 114-94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-
ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

§70103. National Multimodal Freight Network

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy shall establish a Na-
tional Multimodal Freight Network in accord-
ance with this section—

(1) to assist States in strategically directing
resources toward improved system perform-
ance for the efficient movement of freight on
the Network;

(2) to inform freight transportation plan-
ning;

(3) to assist in the prioritization of Federal
investment; and

(4) to assess and support Federal invest-
ments to achieve the national multimodal
freight policy goals described in section
70101(b) of this title and the national highway
freight program goals described in section 167
of title 23.

(b) INTERIM NETWORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the
Under Secretary shall establish an interim Na-
tional Multimodal Freight Network in accord-
ance with this subsection.

(2) NETWORK COMPONENTS.—The interim Na-
tional Multimodal Freight Network shall in-
clude—

(A) the National Highway Freight Net-
work, as established under section 167 of
title 23;

(B) the freight rail systems of Class I rail-
roads, as designated by the Surface Trans-
portation Board;

(C) the public ports of the United States
that have total annual foreign and domestic
trade of at least 2,000,000 short tons, as iden-
tified by the Waterborne Commerce Statis-
tics Center of the Army Corps of Engineers,
using the data from the latest year for which
such data is available;

(D) the inland and intracoastal waterways
of the United States, as described in section
206 of the Inland Waterways Revenue Act of
1978 (33 U.S.C. 1804);

(E) the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence Sea-
way, and coastal and ocean routes along
which domestic freight is transported;

(F) the 50 airports located in the United
States with the highest annual landed
weight, as identified by the Federal Aviation
Administration; and

(G) other strategic freight assets, includ-
ing strategic intermodal facilities and
freight rail lines of Class II and Class III
railroads, designated by the Under Secretary
as critical to interstate commerce.

(c) FINAL NETWORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this section, the
Under Secretary, after soliciting input from
stakeholders, including multimodal freight
system users, transportation providers, metro-
politan planning organizations, local govern-
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