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this subsection only with the agreement of the
chief executive officer of the State in which the
highway is located.

(b) EXCLUSION OF SAFETY AND ENERGY CON-
SERVATION DEVICES.—Width calculated under
this section does not include a safety or energy
conservation device the Secretary decides is
necessary for safe and efficient operation of a
commercial motor vehicle.

(c) SPECIAL USE PERMITS.—A State may grant
a special use permit to a commercial motor ve-
hicle that is more than 102 inches in width.

(d) STATE ENFORCEMENT.—Consistent with this
section, a State may enforce a commercial
motor vehicle width limitation of 102 inches on
a segment of the Dwight D. Eisenhower System
of Interstate and Defense Highways (except a
segment exempted under subsection (e) of this
section) or other qualifying Federal-aid highway
designated by the Secretary.

(e) EXEMPTIONS.—(1) If the chief executive offi-
cer of a State, after consulting under paragraph
(2) of this subsection, decides a segment of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and
Defense Highways is not capable of safely ac-
commodating a commercial motor vehicle hav-
ing the width provided in subsection (a) of this
section, the chief executive officer may notify
the Secretary of that decision and request the
Secretary to exempt that segment from sub-
section (a) to allow the State to impose a width
limitation of less than 102 inches for a vehicle
(except a bus) on that segment.

(2) Before making a decision under paragraph
(1) of this subsection, the chief executive officer
shall consult with units of local government in
the State in which the segment of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense
Highways is located and with the chief executive
officer of any adjacent State that may be di-
rectly affected by the exemption. As part of the
consultations, consideration shall be given to
any potential alternative route that serves the
area in which the segment is located and can
safely accommodate a commercial motor vehi-
cle having the width provided for in subsection
(a) of this section.

(3) A chief executive officer’s notification
under this subsection must include specific evi-
dence of safety problems supporting the officer’s
decision and the results of consultations about
alternative routes.

(4)(A) If the Secretary decides, on request of a
chief executive officer or on the Secretary’s own
initiative, a segment of the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower System of Interstate and Defense High-
ways is not capable of safely accommodating a
commercial motor vehicle having a width pro-
vided in subsection (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary shall exempt the segment from sub-
section (a) to allow the State to impose a width
limitation of less than 102 inches for a vehicle
(except a bus) on that segment. Before making a
decision under this paragraph, the Secretary
shall consider any possible alternative route
that serves the area in which the segment is lo-
cated.

(B) The Secretary shall make a decision about
a specific segment not later than 120 days after
the date of receipt of notification from a chief
executive officer under paragraph (1) of this sub-
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section or the date on which the Secretary initi-
ates action under subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph, whichever is applicable. If the Secretary
finds the decision will not be made in time, the
Secretary immediately shall notify Congress,
giving the reasons for the delay, information
about the resources assigned, and the projected
date for the decision.

(C) Before making a decision, the Secretary
shall give an interested person notice and an op-
portunity for comment. If the Secretary ex-
empts a segment under this subsection before
the final regulations under subsection (a) of this
section are prescribed, the Secretary shall in-
clude the exemption as part of the final regula-
tions. If the Secretary exempts the segment
after the final regulations are prescribed, the
Secretary shall publish the exemption as an
amendment to the final regulations.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 997.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

31113(a) ...... 49 App.:2316(a), (f). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97-424,
96 Stat. 2097, §416(a), (d),
(f); added Apr. 5, 1983, Pub.
L. 98-17, §1(a), 97 Stat. 59;
Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L.
98-554, §§103(1), 104(d). (e),
105, 98 Stat. 2830, 2831.

Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97-424,
96 Stat. 2097, §416(b), (c);
added Apr. 5, 1983, Pub. L.
98-117, §1(a), 97 Stat. 59.

31113(b) ...... 49 App.:2316(b).

31113(c) ......
31113(d) ......
31113(e) ......

49 App.:2316(c).

49 App.:2316(d).

49 App.:2316(e). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97-424,
96 Stat. 2097, §416(e);
added Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L.
98-554, §103(2), 98 Stat.
2830.

In this section, the word ‘‘commercial’”’ is added be-
fore ‘“‘motor vehicle” for consistency. The words
“Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and De-
fense Highways’ are substituted for ‘‘National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways’ because of the Act
of October 15, 1990 (Public Law 101-427, 104 Stat. 927).

In subsection (a)(1), before clause (A), the text of 49
App.:2316(f) is omitted as obsolete. The word ‘‘pre-
scribe’ is substituted for ‘‘establish, maintain’’ for con-
sistency in the revised title and with other titles of the
United States Code. The words ‘‘a commercial motor
vehicle operating on’’ are added for clarity.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘or energy conservation”
are added for consistency with section 31111(d) of the
revised title and because of the reference to ‘‘efficient
operation’.

In subsection (e)(4)(C), the word ‘‘amendment’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘revision’ for consistency in the revised
title.

§31114. Access to the Interstate System

(a) PROHIBITION ON DENYING ACCESS.—A State
may not enact or enforce a law denying to a
commercial motor vehicle subject to this sub-
chapter or subchapter I of this chapter reason-
able access between—

(1) the Dwight D. Eisenhower System of
Interstate and Defense Highways (except a
segment exempted under section 31111(f) or
31113(e) of this title) and other qualifying Fed-
eral-aid Primary System highways designated
by the Secretary of Transportation; and

(2) terminals, facilities for food, fuel, re-
pairs, and rest, and points of loading and un-
loading for household goods carriers, motor
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carriers of passengers, any towaway trailer
transporter combination (as defined in section
31111(a)), or any truck tractor-semitrailer
combination in which the semitrailer has a
length of not more than 28.5 feet and that gen-
erally operates as part of a vehicle combina-
tion described in section 31111(c) of this title.

(b) EXCEPTION.—This section does not prevent
a State or local government from imposing rea-
sonable restrictions, based on safety consider-
ations, on a truck tractor-semitrailer combina-
tion in which the semitrailer has a length of not
more than 28.5 feet and that generally operates
as part of a vehicle combination described in
section 31111(c) of this title.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 999;
Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title V, §5523(c)(2), Dec. 4,
2015, 129 Stat. 1560.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;sgg;z Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

31114(a) ...... 49 App.:2312(a). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97-424,
§412, 96 Stat. 2160; Oct. 30,
1984, Pub. L. 98-554,
§§104(c), 106, 98 Stat. 2831,
2832; Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L.
102-240,  §4006(b)(2), 105
Stat. 2151.

31114(b) ...... 49 App.:2312(b).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower
System of Interstate and Defense Highways’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Interstate and Defense Highway System”
for consistency in the revised chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 114-94 inserted ‘‘any
towaway trailer transporter combination (as defined in
section 31111(a)),”” after ‘‘passengers,’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

§31115. Enforcement

On the request of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Attorney General shall bring a civil
action for appropriate injunctive relief to ensure
compliance with this subchapter or subchapter I
of this chapter. The action may be brought in a
district court of the United States in any State
in which the relief is required. On a proper show-
ing, the court shall issue a temporary restrain-
ing order or preliminary or permanent injunc-
tion. An injunction under this section may order
a State or person to comply with this sub-
chapter, subchapter I, or a regulation prescribed
under this subchapter or subchapter I.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 999.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁgfff,‘f Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
31115 .......... 49 App.:2313. Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97-424,

§413, 96 Stat. 2160; Oct. 30,
1984, Pub. L. 98-554, §214,
98 Stat. 2844.

The words ‘‘to assure compliance with the terms of
this chapter” and ‘“In any action under this section”
are omitted as surplus. The last sentence is substituted
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for 49 App.:2313 (last sentence) for clarity and to elimi-
nate unnecessary words.

SUBCHAPTER III—SAFETY REGULATION

§31131. Purposes and findings

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this sub-
chapter are—

(1) to promote the safe operation of commer-
cial motor vehicles;

(2) to minimize dangers to the health of op-
erators of commercial motor vehicles and
other employees whose employment directly
affects motor carrier safety; and

(3) to ensure increased compliance with traf-
fic laws and with the commercial motor vehi-
cle safety and health regulations and stand-
ards prescribed and orders issued under this
chapter.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds—

(1) it is in the public interest to enhance
commercial motor vehicle safety and thereby
reduce highway fatalities, injuries, and prop-
erty damage;

(2) improved, more uniform commercial
motor vehicle safety measures and strength-
ened enforcement would reduce the number of
fatalities and injuries and the level of prop-
erty damage related to commercial motor ve-
hicle operations;

(3) enhanced protection of the health of com-
mercial motor vehicle operators is in the pub-
lic interest; and

(4) interested State governments can provide
valuable assistance to the United States Gov-
ernment in ensuring that commercial motor
vehicle operations are conducted safely and
healthfully.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 999.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
31131(a) ...... 49 App.:2501. Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98-554,
§§202, 203, 98 Stat. 2832.
31131(b) ...... 49 App.:2502.

In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘this chapter’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘this Act’ because title II of the Act of Oc-
tober 30, 1984 (Public Law 98-554, 98 Stat. 2832), amended
and enacted provisions restated in this chapter.

EXEMPTIONS FROM REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBCHAPTER
FOR CERTAIN FARM VEHICLES

For provisions relating to exemptions from certain
requirements of this subchapter with respect to certain
farm vehicles and individuals operating those vehicles,
see section 32934 of Pub. L. 112-141, set out as a note
under section 31136 of this title.

TRAFFIC LAW INITIATIVE

Pub. L. 106-159, title II, §220, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat.
1769, provided that:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In cooperation with one or more
States, the Secretary may carry out a program to de-
velop innovative methods of improving motor carrier
compliance with traffic laws. Such methods may in-
clude the use of photography and other imaging tech-
nologies.

‘“(b) REPORT.—The Secretary shall transmit to Con-
gress a report on the results of any program conducted
under this section, together with any recommendations
as the Secretary determines appropriate.”



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-08-22T17:26:26-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




