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accident because the vehicle did not comply
with a standard prescribed under section 32502 of
this title, the owner may bring a civil action
against the manufacturer to recover the dam-
ages. The action may be brought in the United
States District Court for the District of Colum-
bia or in the United States district court for the
judicial district in which the owner resides. The
action must be brought not later than 3 years
after the date of the accident. The court shall
award costs and a reasonable attorney’s fee to
the owner when a judgment is entered for the
owner.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1047.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:1918. Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92-513,

§108, 86 Stat. 955.

The words ‘‘applicable Federal” are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘when a judgment is entered for the
owner’’ are substituted for ‘‘in the case of any such suc-
cessful action to recover that amount’ to eliminate un-
necessary words.

§32509. Information and assistance from other
departments, agencies, and instrumentalities

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
Transportation may request information nec-
essary to carry out this chapter from a depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the United
States Government. The head of the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality shall provide
the information.

(b) DETAILING PERSONNEL.—The head of a de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality may de-
tail, on a reimbursable basis, personnel to assist
the Secretary in carrying out this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1047.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:1914(c). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92-513,

§104(c), 86 Stat. 951.

In subsection (a), the words ‘“he deems” and ‘‘his
functions under’” are omitted as surplus. The words
““head of the’ are added for consistency in the revised
title and with other titles of the United States Code.
The words ‘‘cooperate with the Secretary and’ and ‘‘to
the Department of Transportation upon request made
by the Secretary’ are omitted as surplus.

[§32510. Repealed. Pub. L. 105-362, title XV,
§1501(e)(1), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 Stat. 3294]

Section, Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1047, related to annual report by Secretary of Transpor-
tation to Congress and the President concerning bump-
er standards.

§32511. Relationship to other motor vehicle
standards

(a) PREEMPTION.—Except as provided in this
section, a State or a political subdivision of a
State may prescribe or enforce a bumper stand-
ard for a passenger motor vehicle or passenger
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motor vehicle equipment only if the standard is
identical to a standard prescribed under section
32502 of this title.

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—This chapter and chapter
301 of this title do not affect the authority of a
State to enforce a bumper standard about an as-
pect of performance of a passenger motor vehi-
cle or passenger motor vehicle equipment not
covered by a standard prescribed under section
32502 of this title if the State bumper standard—

(1) does not conflict with a standard pre-
scribed under chapter 301 of this title; and

(2) was in effect or prescribed by the State
on October 20, 1972.

(c) ADDITIONAL AND HIGHER STANDARDS OF
PERFORMANCE.—The United States Government,
a State, or a political subdivision of a State may
prescribe a bumper standard for a passenger
motor vehicle or passenger motor vehicle equip-
ment obtained for its own use that imposes addi-
tional or higher standards of performance than a
standard prescribed under section 32502 of this
title.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1047.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gsggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
32511(a) ...... 15:1920(a). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92-513,
§110, 86 Stat. 955.
32511(b) ...... 15:1920(b)(1).
32511(c) ...... 15:1920(b)(2).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may prescribe or en-
force . . . only if the standard is identical’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘no . . . shall have any authority to estab-
lish or enforce with respect to . . . which is not iden-
tical” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘a
standard prescribed under section 32502 of this title”
are substituted for ‘‘Federal bumper standard’’ for clar-
ity.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘“‘to con-
tinue” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘a bumper
standard about an aspect of performance . . . not cov-
ered by a standard prescribed under section 32502 of this
title”” are substituted for “Until a Federal bumper
standard takes effect with respect to an aspect of per-
formance’ and ‘‘any bumper standard which is applica-
ble to the same aspect of performance of such vehicle
or item of equipment’ to eliminate unnecessary words.
The words ‘‘if the State bumper standard’ are added
for clarity.

In subsection (c¢), the words ‘‘that imposes additional
or higher standards of performance than’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘which is not identical to . . . if such re-
quirement imposes an additional or higher standard of
performance” for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary
words.
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§32701. Findings and purposes
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—
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